[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
December 17, 2023

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 5
John 17:11-19
Context
The incredible nature of Jesus’ High Priestly prayer on behalf of those that are His own to His Father is an inexhaustible resource in seeing the nature of God.  The depth and height of His of love, promises, and ongoing care for His own through His intercessory work is overwhelming.  As He prays, He asks the Holy Father—who loves Him perfectly and whom He loves perfectly (and who Both love us perfectly)—to keep us and bring about all the promises He makes.  The extent of the prayer doesn’t stop with the words of this chapter.  They continue in the ”much more” work of Christ where He ever-lives to intercede for us and will bring us to glory.

Romans 5:8-11—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

There is a need to have a clear understanding of how Jesus’ High Priestly prayer and His crucifixion go together.  In the OT, the High Priest would go into the Holy of Holies (symbolizing the presence of God) to offer prayers (symbolized by incense) and a blood sacrifice (the atoning sacrifice) on the Day of Atonement.  He would sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat atop of the Ark of the Covenant as prescribed in Leviticus 16 and 23.  

Hebrews 4:14-16—Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 10:22-23— let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds

Hebrews 10:39—But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.
Why do we hold fast to our confession and draw near with confidence?  We do so because He is the superior High Priest.  He is the only Savior.  He has no equal.  He is superior to the Aaronic high priesthood, Moses, the prophets, to the patriarchs, even angels.  He has no rival.  None of those could ever offer eternal life.  Jesus, our great High Priest, passed through the heavens and offers exactly what God requires.  Our response is to believe and embrace Him alone as He is the only Great High Priest who has offered the only satisfactory offering to God, and whose blood alone can provide mercy and grace. He is the only One therefore who can intercede for us.

Hebrew10:11-14—Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
Hebrews 10:35-36—Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
The prayer in John 17, Jesus (as the qualified High Priest) then intercedes for these men (v6) and all those who the Father has given to Him (v20).  

John 17:20—“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word”

He’s praying for all who are the Father’s from eternity past (Eph 1:4), who are saved in time, and who will ultimately be brought to glory (Rom 8:30). The reason that all who believe will be brought to glory is because of Jesus’ intercessory prayers.


Jesus prays for His own 
He prays for our spiritual protection
John 17:11a—I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You... 
Praying for the Father to bring all the redeemed to glory

The Father will answer His prayer
1 Peter 1:4-5—to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
He prays for our spiritual unity
John 17:11—…Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.
Our unity in the Trinity

21-22—that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one

We have a unity of a common eternal life through the Spirit

The reason we have it from God is because of His love for us
He prays for our joy

John 17:13—But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.
The closer He gets to the cross, the more His mind is occupied with returning to His Father

17:1—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You”

17:4— I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.

13:3—Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God,

14:12—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. 

Acts 1:9—And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

This joy would be based on what is about to happen through His death, burial and resurrection

The Holy Spirit would then come providing for them all of heaven’s resources


These things they were told so as to produce in the His joy

We need His joy because in this world you will have troubles

They will be persecuted, tortured, and hated

Most will be martyred



Every prediction and promise they were told is to produce My joy
Not some of it, but ALL OF IT
My joy made full
16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
15:11—These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.
The hatred that they had for Jesus was transferred to them; he was gone and the same animosity was transferred to them
15:18—If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
15:23—He who hates Me hates My Father also. 
He gives to them (promises):
My love
My Joy (John 17)
My peace
14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 
My Spirit
16:13-14—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
Eternal Life
17:3—This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
His life
1:4—In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
This is possible because we are IN HIM
Acts 17:28a—for in Him we live and move and exist
Romans 8:1—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 12:5—so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

He prays for our safety
John 17:14-16—I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
A. He prays that they would be immune to Satan’s threats
1:11—He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
8:44—You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
B. IOW, they are as I am
C. Because they are in Christ, they are:
1. Righteous; at peace; joyful
2. They will also be hated
Galatians 6:17—From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.
D. They would be sent into the world
v18—As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
E. Christ’s intercessory work is a work of protection
1. From the evil one—Satan, the slanderer, the accuser, the archenemy of God 
2. His power is immense, but limited
3. He is the prince of the power of the air and ruler of this world
Ephesians 2:2—in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
John 12:31—Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
4. He controls the sons of disobedience
5. He is the great threat against the children of God
a. He can tempt
b. But true believers are victorious
2 Corinthians 2:14a—But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ…
c. If left to our own, we would be crushed
Jude 9—But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”
d. Genuine saving faith cannot be broken or shattered—even by Satan (i.e. Job)
Luke 22:31—“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
F. They are not of the world, v16, v14
Romans 16:20—The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

G. Can Satan do damage?
Luke 22:3—And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve.

Acts 5:3—But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land? 

1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.

James 4:7-8—Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

He prays they would be sanctified in the truth

John 16:17-19—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.


Conclusion
Our Great High Priest entered into heaven and offered the satisfactory sacrifice.  God has accepted His sacrifice; His blood sprinkled on the heavenly mercy seat and has taken a seat where He intercedes for us, praying us into glory.
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