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The Gospel of John:
Before Abraham was, I AM 
John 8:48-59
Context
We have seen repeatedly how Jesus is attacked through His interactions with the Jews.  Ten times in chapter 8 alone.  The culmination of this chapter ends with their agitation and anger toward Jesus’ words leading to their attempt to stone Him.  Against their claims to be sons of Abraham, Jesus says that they were children of Satan (v. 44).  And like their father, they were liars, murders, and therefore, enemies of God.  
John 8:48-59—The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’ 53 Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’; 55 and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. 
4 headings for the closing discussion 
I. They dishonor Him, vv48-51

A. They resort to name calling (ad hominem)

1. When they couldn’t refute His arguments, they call Him a “Samaritan”
2. The worst insult they could say to a Jew

John 4:9—Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

a. Effectively calling Him a false teacher
b. Traitor to His people 
c. Demon possessed 
d. Enemy of God

    Mark 3:22— The scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,     
    “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the  
    ruler of the demons.”  
B. While being reviled, He did not revile in return

1 Peter 2:23—and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously

1. [Calmly] I do not have a demon
2. I honor My Father

C. They sought their own glory; Jesus humbled Himself

John 5:44—How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? 

John 7:18—He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.

John 17:5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

John 17:24— Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

D. The Father seeks to honor the Son

Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 

Philippians 2:9-11—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

E. If anyone keeps My word, he will never see death

1. Truly, Truly (amen, amēn)—what’s following is of major significance
2. Keeps my words—OBEDIENCE; obeys it; hears and acts on it 
3. Is a  true child of God

John 1:12— But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 

John 3:3-5—Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

John 11:25-26—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

II. [bookmark: _GoBack]They do not believe, vv52-58
A. Who do You think You are? 

4. In their mind, only a demon possessed person could make such a claim

a. You’re not greater than our father, are you?
b. They all died, won’t you too die?

5. This is just too much for them to believe

a. Their unwillingness 
b. Their hard hearts do not let them
c. Their natural minds could not/cannot understand 
d. Their determination to hold on to their flawed beliefs

F. The calm response

1. Jesus simply reiterates what He already said

John 8:54—Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’

John 8:49-50—Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges.

2. The glory He possesses is not demonic or self-focused 

John 17:24—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

3. Unlike you, I’m not lying 

a. They claimed to know God; they did not

b. He knew God; He came down from heaven with God’s message

John 1:18—No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

John 7:29—I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me.

John 10:15—even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

Matthew 11:27—All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

4. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day

Hebrews 11:13—All these [Abraham v8] died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

a. Jesus again contrasts Abraham with them
b. He rejoiced to see Me; you seek to kill Me



5. You’re not yet 50 and have seen Abraham?

a. They twist His words
b. He did not say He had seen Abraham, but that Abraham had (prophetically) seen Him

6. Before Abraham was born, I AM

a. Claim to be Devine
b. I AM is the sacred name of God in the Old Testament

John 1:1-2—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

c. “I AM” and not “I WAS” (noting the very nature of God Himself) 

III. They pick up stones to kill Him, v59a
A. Why? Because they knew exactly what He was saying

B. To them, His words were blasphemous

John 10:33—The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.”

Leviticus 24:16—Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.

C. This is the evidence that they were unwilling to believe

D. The irony here is palpable:  Those who were so zealous for God’s honor that they were ready to kill the very One they claimed to know 

IV. Jesus departs and hid Himself, v59b

A. His hour had not yet come

John 7:30—So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

John 8:20—These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come.

John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

B. The tragic results of this interaction was doom for the Jewish leaders 

Summary: The outcome for people today is not dissimilar

1. They can humble themselves, repent, believe and confess Him as Savior and Lord and be born again and live with God forever in heaven

2. They can defy, reject, deny, refuse to believe in the only provision for their sins and die in them, eternally separated from God in eternal hell
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