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God’s Precious Gifts: Power
Ephesians 3:14-21
Context
The prayer in Ephesians chapter three is the second of two prayers given in the epistle.  The first is Ephesians 1:18-21—
Ephesians 1:18-21—I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
That’s a prayer that believers would understand or be enlightened with all that God has graciously given to us.  The second prayer is that believers would apply it or be enabled to do it.  
Ephesians 3:14-21—For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
In many ways, the church is sadly lacking in its knowledge and ability to apply all the resources afforded them in Christ.  Paul considered nothing as valuable as knowing Christ.  And through Him, he was able to “do all things.”
Philippians 2:8—More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ
Philippians 3:10—that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

5 progressive truths to know and apply in order to demonstrate the power of God in us
I. May you be strong in the inner man
A. Infinite strength from God

Ephesians 3:14-16a—For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory…

B. Not inherently from me

2 Corinthians 4:16—Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10—And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

C. I can easily be swayed without a strong inner man

I John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

Galatians 5:16—But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Colossians 3:16—Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Acts 1:8a—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; …

D. God’s power is resident in every believer through the Spirit

Ephesians 3:16b—…to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man

Romans 8:9—However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 
II. May Christ dwell in your heart 
Ephesians 3:17a—so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
A. Not “is He there”, but does He feel “at home” or at rest
Does Jesus feel comfortable in your heart?
Dwell (katoikeō)—to really settle down and be at rest
B. The Lordship of Christ affects every part of our being 
Luke 2:11—For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Colossians 3:17—Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
1 Peter 3:15—but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
III. May you be rooted and grounded in love 
Ephesians 3:17b—…and that you, being rooted and grounded in love;
A. Love is the basis of all that we do
1 John 4:7-8—Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
1 John 4:16—We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
John 13:34—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
B. That we will be able to “comprehend” it
Ephesians 3:18-19a—…may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge
Comprehend—to seize or apprehend; to take and make your own possession
IV. May you be filled with the fullness of God
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 3:b19—…may that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:16—For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 
Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

2 Corinthians 3:18—But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit

V. So that you might display the glory of God

	Ephesians 3:21—to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
1 Corinthians 10:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
When people view the church that says they belong to Christ and that He is a mighty and powerful God who is able to save to the uttermost but see weak, vacillating lives, people assume there’s a disconnect. Someone is lying.  Either God is not telling the truth about who He is or the church isn’t telling the truth because they’re not living and acting in a way that demonstrates His power. God wants glory in His church.  
And our ability to give Him glory is living in the strength and power He supplies—strong in the inner man, Christ at home in your heart, rooted and grounded in love, and filled with the fullness of God.
Soli Deo gloria!
image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




image1.jpeg




