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December 24, 2023

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 6
John 17:11-19
Context
One of the greatest doctrines for Christians to understand well (and take great comfort in) is the fact that God will get us to the Promised Land.  He has made a promise to His own and will bring it to pass.  He will lose none of those that are truly His.  
Scripture makes the incredible promise that the salvation God offers (and all the benefits that come with it) is a forever salvation.  That is to say, it is eternal and nothing will be able to remove, alter, or diminish what He has in store for those who are His.   
It is secure because: 
1) The purpose of the Father determine it to be so
The Father has purposed to call out a people (a bride) for His name consisting of all the redeemed throughout human history.  
Romans 8:30—and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
2) The Spirit’s presence in our life 
Ephesians 1:13-14—In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
3) The prayers of the Son
Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
Cf. John 17
Such is testimony of Scripture:
Ps 37:23, 28—The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He delights in his way….For the LORD loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

Proverbs 4:18—But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, That shines brighter and brighter until the full day.

Isaiah 43:1-7—But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! 2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you. 3 “For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. “Since you are precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. 5 “Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And gather you from the west. 6 “I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the south, ‘Do not old them back.’ Bring My sons from afar And My daughters from the ends of the earth, 7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made.”

Isaiah 45:17—Israel has been saved by the LORD With an everlasting salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated To all eternity.

Isaiah 51:6—“Lift up your eyes to the sky, Then look to the earth beneath; For the sky will vanish like smoke, And the earth will wear out like a garment And its inhabitants will die in like manner; But My salvation will be forever, And My righteousness will not wane.

Isaiah 55:1-3—“Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. 2 “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. 3 “Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David.

Jeremiah 32:38-41—They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39 and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. 40 I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me. 41 I will rejoice over them to do them good and will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul. 

John 5:24—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

John 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.

John 6:39—This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 
John 10:27-28—My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 
Romans 8:35-37—Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
Romans 8:1—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:6—For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 1:12—For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 
1 Peter1:3-5—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Jude 24-25—Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
Jesus prays for His own 
He prays for spiritual protection 
John 17:11a—I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You... 

He prays for spiritual unity
John 17:11b-12—…Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. 


He prays for His joy made full in them
John 17:13—But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.

 He prays for safety 
John 17:14-16—I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

He prays for sanctification in the truth
John 16:17-19—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.
Not only safeguarded from the external (world)
Sanctification—keep on “being conformed” into Christlikeness
Sanctify (v17), sanctify (v19), sanctified (v19)—Jesus is praying for our holiness/purity
“Separated” from the world, from sin, from anything that would separate from God’s righteousness (v16, Cf. 1 Jn 2:15)
Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
This is an ongoing need for the Lord to pray on our behalf from the world, the flesh and the devil
Although redeemed and separated from the penalty of sin, He prays that we would be victorious over ever present fleshly issues (practical issues)
Believers are still incarcerated in humanness and the struggles contained therein
1 John 2:1-2—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
One day believers will be separated from the presence of sin
Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word is truth, v17
The means of sanctifying them is the Word of God
We constantly read and study His word so as to be in a place where sanctification operates
Includes knowledge of the Word
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Accurately handling the Word (correctly interpreting)
2 Timothy 2:15—Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  
Hearing and doing what the Word says (obedience)
2 Timothy 3:14-17—You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
Loving the Word
Psalm 119:159—Consider how I love Your precepts; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.
Revelation 2:4—But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
Living the Word out through the power of the Holy Spirit
Galatians 5:16-18, 25—But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law… 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
Progressive sanctification
2 Corinthians 3:18—But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Psalm 119:11—Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.
God’s Word works against the sin that remains in us
God’s Word reveals the glory of Christ in all His beauty[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur] 

Philippians 3:13-14—Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Sanctified believers are sent then into the world, v18
Matthew 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Philippians 2:14-16—Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 
The Father sent the Son; the Father sent the Spirit; Christ is sending His disciples—all to manifest holy lives so as to put God’s glory on display
We make much of Christ!
I sanctify Myself, v19a, Why is this necessary?
19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth
He needed to live a perfectly sanctified life—to be applied to our account (imputed righteousness; justification)
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
He needed to show us by example what it means to live a holy undefiled life
Therefore, both our position (indicative) as well as our practice (imperative) are addressed 
… that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth,v19b
His example in truth is modeled for us
He is the standard of perfect love for the Father demonstrated by perfect obedience
John 6:38—For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 
7:18—He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
8:28—So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.” 
Isaiah 11:1-3a—Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD.
Our objective is to follow Him by walking in step 
1 John 2:3-6—By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
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Conclusion
God calls us as His people to live pure and holy lives that are set apart unto Him.  May we genuinely recognize our sin and truly repent, passionately pursue Him in a life of righteousness, holiness and truth through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Philippians 3:12-14—Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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