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God with Us 
Luke 2:1-37
Context
Luke 2 is a frequently read passage during Christmas.  The story of God becoming flesh and dwelling among us never gets old.  It is cause for great rejoicing and thankfulness to almighty God.  Salvation has come.  Without the Christ child, we would have not hope.  Without His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection, and His ascension, there would be no means of overcoming sin and death.  

Within the more familiar story are some often overlooked details.  Amongst those praising God (angels, shepherds, Elizabeth), there were three specific witnesses that testify to the claim that God has visited His people in human flesh.  Why is it important to have witnesses?  

Deuteronomy 19:15—A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed. 

3 witnesses to validate that God is indeed with us 
I. Joseph and Mary, vv 21-24
Luke 2:21-24—And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS.”
A. They were righteous—How were they righteous?
(Like any righteous person: believers, devout, and obedient)

Matthew 1:19—And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly

Luke 1:30—The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 

B. They knew the OT law (5 times you see the law of Moses in this text)
C. They were separated unto God as demonstrated by their obedience
1. By circumcision and naming the child (v21)
2. Purification and presentation of the child (vv22-24)
D. How do we understand these actions?  
1. Circumcision

i. Understanding its origins (Abraham in Genesis 17)
ii. Sign of being Jewish 
iii. Sign of the covenant with Abraham
iv. Performed on the 8th day after birth
v. It is an indication of the human condition--sinners
vi. Sinners need a circumcision of the heart—a spiritual operation inside
vii. Procreation is the clearest, most profound evidence of our sinfulness
viii. All the descendants of Adam could produce was sinners

2. Purification (Leviticus 12) 

Exodus 13:12—you shall devote to the LORD the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the LORD. 

i. The need for an atoning offering for sin
ii. A lamb and turtledove were required or 2 young pigeons for the poor
iii. Mary and Joseph were poor
iv. They were obedient
v. Mary knew she needed a Savior

Luke 1:46-47—And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

E. Why questions…

1. Why did Jesus need to be circumcised? 
2. (related question) Why did Jesus need to be baptized?

Matthew 3:15—But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him.

II. Simeon, vv25-35
Luke 2:25-35—And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.”33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
A. His name means “God has heard”
B. He was righteous and devout
C. Looking for the consolation (Messiah)—Comforter; the One who would comfort Israel

Isaiah 40:1—“Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God.

D. The Holy Spirit was upon him

1. One would not know the salvation of the Lord—to be justified or sanctified—without the presence of the Holy Spirit
2. One cannot understand the scriptures without the working of the Holy Spirit
3. However, here the Spirit was upon him in a unique way, v26
4. How long had it been that this message was told him?
5. “He came in the Spirit into the temple”—right place at the right time; God providentially moving him orchestrating the events

E. He took Jesus into his arms (and likely marveled at the face of God)
F. He blessed God—“Now Lord (Despots)…”
G. Your slave can depart in peace because God has fulfilled His promise
H. We know nothing more about Simeon; but that is enough 

1. my eyes have seen Your salvation
2. God’s people were in need of a Savior
3. The World (all people) is in need of a Savior (Jesus means Jehovah saves)
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Light (glory) to the Gentiles; the glory of Your People

I. He prophesies more words to Joseph and Mary

1. This child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel
2. Why does He give them bad news?
3. They needed to hear it; things will get difficult

Isaiah 8:14-15— “Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 “Many will stumble over them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even be snared and caught.”

4. The fall of those who reject the Messiah is disastrous

What a person does with Jesus determines their eternal destiny.

5. …To the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”(v 35)

He is the point at which the heart can be revealed.[footnoteRef:1]
 [1:  John MacArthur] 

6. He is assigned to be opposed—contested; rejected.  His life was rejected and ultimately executed.  
7. Mary is told by Gabriel of the miraculous birth; She is strengthened and encouraged by her cousin Elizabeth; and now warned by Simeon on the rejection of her child. 

III. Anna, vv36-37
A. OT name for Hannah—meaning grace

1. Daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher
2. Advanced in years; widowed a long time (perhaps 64-84 years)
3. She never left the temple—meaning she was devoted to God
4. She served night and day
5. Fasting and praying

B. She is the final remnant looking for the Redeemer/Savior of Israel

Luke 2:38—At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.


Luke 2:39-40—When they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 40 The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.

Conclusion:
The Favor of God rests on Him

Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”
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