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God’s Precious Gifts: Regeneration
Ephesians 2:1-10
Context
There are many incredible gifts that the Lord gives to His own.  Regeneration is arguably one of the best.  Regeneration is a rich theological term that in many ways is not used as much as it should be in the Christian walk.  Regeneration is the process whereby God takes the sinner from a state of deadness and breathes new life into them.  It is also referred to being “born again” or the "second birth".  When God does a work, they are born of God or "begotten of Him" (1 John 5:1). In so doing, they receive a new nature and become new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
6 glorious truths about Regeneration 
I. We were saved from sin
Ephesians 2:1-2—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
Ephesians 4:18— being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart
1 Timothy 5:6—But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives.
Sin (harartia)—a hunting term referring to missing the target or mark 
A. We fall short of God’s standard
Romans 1:21— For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Romans 3:21—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
B. God’s standard is holiness
Matthew 5:48—Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
1 Peter 1:16—because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”
2 Corinthians 4:16—Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.
C. Being “somewhat good”’ misses the point of God’s standard
Luke 6:33—If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
Luke 11:13—If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
D. The condemning sin is not what sinners do; it’s what they do not do
John 16:8—And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment
John 16:9—concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me
E. Sinners walk according to the world
Ephesians 2:2—in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
World (kosmos)—the universe or the whole of creation
Acts 14:24—The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands
John 12:31—Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
2 Corinthians 4:4— in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
II. We are saved by His rich mercy and great love 
Ephesians 2:4—But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us 
III. We are saved from our deadness and made alive
Ephesians 2:5—even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)
1 Corinthians 13:4—Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant
IV. We are saved for the purpose of being raising up and seated with Christ
Ephesians 2:6-7—and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 3:10—so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
V. We are saved through faith alone
Ephesians 2:8-9—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
VI. We are saved for the purpose of good works
Ephesians 2:10—For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
John 15:8—My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.
Matthew 7:17-20—So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Workmanship—from which we get the word masterpiece 
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