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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 7
John 17:20-23
Context
In Jesus’ prayer for His own, He prays that they would have unity.  That unity isn’t an external “get along” unity but an inward spiritual unity based on our life in Christ.  
1 Corinthians 6:17—But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 
Galatians 3:28—There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
The catholic or universal Church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Westminster Confession of Faith, 25.1] 

As such, we have the mind of Christ.  Paul lists four characteristics of our unity in Philippians 2.  
Philippians 2:2—make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 

As we’ve reviewed, this prayer is in three sections:
· vv1-5—Jesus prayed for His glory
· vv6-19—Jesus prays for His disciples whom He was about to leave
· vv20-26—Jesus prays for all believers (vv20-23 united in the truth of God’s Word ; vv24-26 reunited with Him in eternal glory)

Jesus prays for the union of all believers through the apostle’s words 
The basis for believer’s unity 
John 17:20— I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word

He’s not praying for…
V9—I do not ask on behalf of the world
V15—I do not ask You to take them out of the world
V20—I do not ask on behalf of these alone
He is praying for all who would believe in Him 
He just finishes praying for these men, vv6-19
He extends the prayer to a much wider audience
But all were established before the foundation of the world (Cf. Rev 13:8; 3:5; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; Phil 4:3)
Ephesians 1:4—just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love
He continues His prayer for believers (Heb 7:25)
These are identified as those who “believe in Him”
Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone
Ephesians 2:9—not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Biblical balance concerning salvation—twin truths
Those given by the Father to the Son (John 6; 6:44; Acts 2:39; 11:18; 13:48; 16:14)
Not apart from their faith (Rom 10:9-10)
Therefore the need to evangelize (Matt 28:19-20; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8)
It would be through the apostle’s words that the NT would be written (humanly speaking)
The apostles teaching
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Jude 17—But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ
God’s plan of communicating the gospel is through faithful preachers
These apostles were the start of the chain
(Acts 2:25-42; 3:11-26; 4:8-12)
Acts 5:30-32—The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”
They were the first but certainly not the last
Romans 10:17—So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
The prayer will be heard and answered on behalf of this group of yet seemingly suspect men
The objective of believer’s unity 
John 17:21a— that they may all be one…
All who believe in Jesus are one in Him
Romans 12:5—so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
More than just denominational differences
This oneness “is not achieved by hunting enthusiastically for the lowest common theological denominator, but by common adherence to the apostolic gospel, by love that is joyfully self-sacrificing, by undaunted commitment to the shared goals of the mission with which Jesus’ followers have been charged.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 568] 

Began the day of Pentecost
Acts 2:4—And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
It continues through church history 
1 Corinthians 12:13—For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
That oneness comes via the power of the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 4:3-7—…being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.   4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
The demonstration for the believer’s unity
John 17:21b-23a—…even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, …. 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity… 
The unity of nature is rooted in the Father and Son
As God, Jesus had the same nature as His Father
He had the same power, authority and honor
The Jews understood what He was claiming in John 5:16ff (5:18; 8:58-59; 10:31-33; 19:7)
This relationship forms the pattern for the believer’s unity in the church
We are, as they are:
United in proclaiming the glory of God
John 17:1—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You.
1 Corinthians 10:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
United in our mission of proclaiming the gospel
John 17:2-4—even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
John 17:18—As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
United in the truth 
John 17:8—for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.
Romans 15:5-6—Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
United in holiness
John 17:11—I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 
Hebrews 12:14—Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.
United in love
John 17:24—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
Colossians 3:14—Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
He prays that “the glory which You [Father] have given Me I have given to them”
What a prayer!  He is praying that believers would have the same glory that They have
“The glory”—some aspects of the very divine life that belongs to God.  
Our task is to live in such a way so as to not hinder that glory
Matthew 5:14-16—You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
The outcome of the believer’s unity 
John 17:21b—…so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 
The unity of the church is a visible witness and evidence to the world that the Father sent the Son
The unity of the church authenticates the Father’s love for His own 

Conclusion
The church is the visible representation of the invisible God.  Our witness and testimony (especially in our unity) will either support that truth or challenge the veracity of it.  We ought to walk in a manner worthy of the calling.  

Ephesians 4:1-3—Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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