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 Seeking God’s Plan for His Family—Generational Piety 
3 categories of persons who are to be especially honored in God’s family: 

I. Honor Those in the Church Who are Sinning 
A. Such persons should not be sharply rebuked 

B. Addressing sin should always be done with an emphasis on the familial relationships that exist 

“appeal” – parakaleo 

kaleo – to call, para – come alongside... 

make an appeal – to encourage, admonish, entreat... 

1. for an older man – appeal to him as a father 

2. for a younger man – appeal to him as a brother 

3. for an older woman – appeal to her as a mother 

4. for a younger woman – appeal to her as a sister 

C. This should not be taken to the extreme of believing that such situations should be ignored 

Galatians 6:1 - Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 
Romans 15:14 - And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another. 
cf. the argument of I Corinthians 5 

D. The principle is that careful attention must be given to the way the sin is addressed 

2 Timothy 2:24-25 - The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 - We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
E. Take aways 
1. Do you value accountability in the church? 

2. Are you willing to love someone enough to lovingly confront them if needed? 

3. If you have confronted someone else, did you do it in an honorable fashion? 

4. If you have been confronted (even if it wasn’t in the best manner), did you respond wisely? 

Proverbs 12:15 - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 
Proverbs 15:5 - A fool despises his father’s instruction, but he who receives correction is prudent. 
II. Honor Those in the Church Who are Widows 
A. This passage is speaking about a specific class of widows 

v. 3 – widows indeed 
v. 5 – Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone... 
B. Not a widow with children or grandchildren 

1. They must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family – v. 4 

2. to make some return to their parents – v. 4 

1 Timothy 5:8 - But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
C. The widow’s list 

v. 9 – A widow is to be put on the list... 
v. 11 – refuse to put younger widows on the list... 
v. 12 – they have set aside their previous pledge... 
Widows who were formally recognized by the church because... 
1. They did not have extended family members who could help (v. 4-8) 

2. They were at least 60 years old (v. 9) 

3. They met certain spiritual qualifications: 

a. She had been faithful to her husband (s) – v. 9 

b. She had a reputation for good works – v. 10 

c. She had faithfully raised her children – v. 10 

d. She had been hospitable – v. 10 

e. She was a servant (she had washed the saints’ feet) – v. 10 

f. She had assisted those in distress – v. 10 

g. She had devoted herself to every good work – v. 10 

honor – timao – “To show respect or care, to support, to treat graciously” 

D. Take aways 

1. If your parents are living, are you providing appropriate honor and care? 

2. Widows should have a place of special honor in our church 

a. in our deacons’ care ministry 

b. in our youth ministry 

c. in our future planning 

d. in our ministry life 

3. Widows should use their energy to serve God as much and as long as possible 

4. Our church must have/fulfill a commitment to care for those in our church who are “widows indeed” life long 

Psalm 68:5 - A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God in His holy habitation. 
Isaiah 1:17 - Learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
III. Honor Those in the Church Who are Pastors 
A. Honor him in his salary – vv. 17-18. 

B.   Honor him in the way you handle accusations – vv. 19-22
