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[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Peter: The Same Kind of Faith, Pt 3
2 Peter 1:2
2 Peter 1:1-2—Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

Context
Peter starts his second epistle to these beloved recipients of faith with a salutation with a blessing based on an understanding of their mutual salvation.   The keyword in the second verse is knowledge—grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  
Each of those words is significant, but without knowledge, our comprehension of the significance of grace and peace is diminished without a precise and correct understanding of this God who gives such gifts lavishly to those on whom He sets His affections.  

Combating Error with the Truth of our Salvation

I. The origins of salvation 
1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
II. The contents of salvation
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
A. Grace (charis)—graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act; good will, loving-kindness, favor; the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s G5495] 

1. It is God’s free, unmerited favor toward sinners, which grants those who believe the gospel complete forgiveness forever through the Lord Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, 24.] 

Romans 3:24—being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus
Ephesians 1:7—In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
Titus 3:7—so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
2. Believers are to live in light of the grace God provides. 
B. Peace (eirēnē)—a state of national tranquility; exemption from the rage and havoc of war; peace between individuals; harmony; security, safety, prosperity, felicity, (because peace and harmony make and keep things safe and prosperous).[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Strong’s G1515] 

1. We have peace with God and from God in all of life.
2. It is the result of grace.
Ephesians 2:14-15—For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace.
Colossians 1:20—and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
3. The basis of which is the atonement of our sins through the redemptive work of Christ.
4. Forgiveness is complete.
Psalm 85:8—I will hear what God the LORD will say; For He will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones; But let them not turn back to folly.
Isaiah 26:12—LORD, You will establish peace for us, since You have also performed for us all our works.
2 Thessalonians 3:16—Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
5. Peace here is not simply the absence of conflict.
a. It is not simply the cessation of hostility.
b. It is also wholeness or completeness.
c. OT prophets spoke of it for the condition produced by God’s eschatological salvation.
Isaiah 32:15-18—Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on high, And the wilderness becomes a fertile field, And the fertile field is considered as a forest. 16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness And righteousness will abide in the fertile field. 17 And the work of righteousness will be peace, And the service of righteousness, quietness and confidence  forever. 18 Then my people will live in a peaceful habitation, And in secure dwellings and in undisturbed resting places.
48:18—“If only you had paid attention to My commandments! Then your well-being would have been like a river, And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.
52:7—How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
d. Peace is both a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) and a byproduct of a mind fixed on the Spirit (Rom 8:6).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ESV Expository Commentary, 371.] 

e. Peter is praying that we not only experience it, but that it be “multiplied” to us.
C. Together: 
1. Our God provides us with His own “grace upon grace.”
John 1:16—For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  
Romans 5:20—The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.
2. We have a boundless flow of divine favor from a limitless/eternal God.
3. Our peace comes because of our justification in Christ.
Romans 5:1-2—Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
4. Our peace is beyond human understanding because of its source
Philippians 4:7—And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Believers receive surpassing grace for every sin and abundant peace for every trial.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  MacArthur, 24.] 

John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
5. Grace and peace seem to function as shorthand for all that God has done for His people in Christ.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ESV Expository Commentary, 370-371.] 

D. Grace and peace come through an accurate knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
1. One must embrace and believe by faith the knowledge of the Gospel.
2. Knowledge (epignōsis)—recognition, i.e., (by implication) full discernment, acknowledgement; precise and correct knowledge.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G1922] 

1:8—For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2:20—For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.
a. To know (gnōsis) is strengthened in this word, and it “conveys the idea of a full, rich, thorough knowledge, involving a degree of intimate understanding of a specific subject.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  MacArthur, 24.] 

Romans 3:20—because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
Ephesians 1:17—that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
b. Mindful: this knowledge does not come through human wisdom or feelings, intuition, emotion, or even personal experience.
c. The means by which we receive it is through revealed truth.
d. God’s act of “making known what is unknown, unveiling what is veiled”[footnoteRef:10]; revelation is the act whereby God discloses a portion of His knowledge, granting the creature the opportunity to share that knowledge; thus, man can know God only to the extent that God reveals Himself to him.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 936]  [11:  Brad Klassen] 

e. Therefore, our faith is based on rational, objective knowledge of God through His word.
John 8:32—and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.
14:6—Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
2 John 2—for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever
f. This knowledge comes from hearing the word of Christ
Romans 10:17—So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
3. Salvation requires a genuine knowledge of the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Galatians 2:20— I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Philippians 3:10—that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
a. It is not simply a “mental assent” about Jesus.
b. It is actually knowing Him through the truth of His word and it is evidenced in your life.
John 2:23-25—Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.
John 20:30-31—Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
2 Timothy 3:15-17—and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
1 John 5:11-13—And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
4. Peter bookends his second epistle with saving knowledge.
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Takeaway: The believers' understanding and knowledge of the person and work of Christ for salvation is the starting point, the middle point, and the ending point.  
Philippians 3:10— that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
2 Corinthians 3:18—But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
5. Please note: As in verse 1, faith is “in connection with” righteousness, so here grace and peace are “in connection” with knowledge.
E. Jesus is Lord.
1. Understood in the full soteriological Savior-Lord sense (the doctrine of salvation).
2. He is our Lord; we are His slave (doúlos), v1.
3. We have been purchased and won by Him to be His own forever. We know no authority save His; our will is His alone.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Lenski, 254.] 

4. Note in the flow that He is identified as Savior, then Lord.
a. Who would not follow the Lord who has rescued him as a Savior?
b. There is no Lord like this Lord; no pleasure like serving this Lord as a doúlos.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Ibid.] 

5. “Our” combines Peter and his reader, and by extension, to all those who are confessors of Jesus.
III. The abundance of salvation
3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
A. The power
1:3a—seeing that His divine power has granted to us
B. The extent
1:3b—…everything pertaining to life and godliness 
C. The means 
1:3c—…through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
D. The promises
1:4—For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
Conclusion
The central point that Peter is making in these verses is that a genuine knowledge of God through Christ gives us all that we need to live in a way that pleases the Lord.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
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