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2 Peter: The Same Kind of Faith, Pt 4
2 Peter 1:3-4
2 Peter 1:1-4—Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
Context
Rightly thinking about the sufficiency of Christ, He genuinely has given believers everything they need for life and godliness. Through the true knowledge of Christ our God and Savior, we have received divine power, abundant provision, and precious promises that make us partakers of God’s own nature. 
Romans 8:32—He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
Paul is saying that if God has given us the best gift He could give (His Son), it would be completely incongruent for Him not to give us everything else that we need.  A generous God (by His very nature) does not suddenly become stingy.  It is an argument from the nature of God as well as an argument from the greater to the lesser.  
2 Corinthians 9:8—And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.
Sufficiency (autarkeia)—a perfect condition of life in which no aid or support is needed.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Strong’s G841] 

It is independent of external circumstances and from what outside sources may provide.  Believers’ spiritual resources, provided lavishly by divine grace, are sufficient to meet life’s demands.[footnoteRef:2] [2:   MacArthur, 25.] 

Philippians 4:19—And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
The challenge remains in life to practically apply this spiritual truth.  Sadly, we often think God is withholding or not providing us with all we need.  We question His goodness and undermine His will.  If God has provided what we need for our justification, do we not think that He will provide for our sanctification as well as our glorification?  In other words, do we think that He will not finish what He started by getting us to glory?  If we believe that, why do people think they can lose their salvation?  
Do we doubt the sufficiency of God’s grace when it comes to handling life’s problems and trials?  
Invariably, what happens is when we doubt God’s sufficiency, we look in alternative places—we look elsewhere for spiritual resources. We want answers, and when we do not seem to get them from God in the way that we want them, we pivot.  
Exodus 34:1-9—Now the LORD said to Moses, “Cut out for yourself two stone tablets like the former ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the former tablets which you shattered. 2 So be ready by morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to Me on the top of the mountain. 3 No man is to come up with you, nor let any man be seen anywhere on the mountain; even the flocks and the herds may not graze in front of that mountain.” 4 So he cut out two stone tablets like the former ones, and Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and he took two stone tablets in his hand. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name of the LORD. 6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” 8 Moses made haste [e]to bow low toward the earth and worship. 9 He said, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go along in our midst, even though the people are so obstinate, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your own possession.”
Psalm 121 – He guards every aspect of our lives.
John 10:10 – Christ came that we might have life more abundantly.
Ephesians 1:3 – We are blessed with every spiritual blessing.
Make no mistake, in Christ, the believer has been made complete!
Colossians 2:8-10—See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.
Peter gives us this stunning reality in the context of our salvation.  It is entirely sufficient—nothing is lacking.
Combating Error with the Truth of our Salvation
The origins of salvation 
1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
The contents of salvation
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord
The abundance of salvation
3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
The power
1:3a—seeing that His divine power has granted to us…
The “who” is the Lord Jesus.
His refers back to Christ. 
It modifies God. 
The point is that Jesus is divine.  
John 10:30—I and the Father are one.
John 12:45—He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me. 
Peter had seen His divine power
Matthew 17:1-2—Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.
1:16—For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
Luke 4:14—And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.
The source is from God.
It never fails.
Hebrews 10:23—Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
2 Timothy 2:13—If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
Beyond what we can ask or think.
Ephesians 3:20—Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.
Think “He who created the universe” power.
Genesis 1:1—In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Think “resurrection” power.
(The widow’s son in Nain; Jairus’ daughter; Lazarus; Himself)
Romans 1:4—who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 6:14—Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. 
Think “love, grace, and mercy” as well.
When some read “divine power” they think of divine omnipotence as if this alone is divine power.  But love, grace, mercy are also “divine power.” …For “life and godliness” we need the gifts that are bestowed by the power of grace.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Lenski, 257.] 

It allows us to please the Lord.
1 Corinthians 3:6-8—I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 
Ephesians 3:7—of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.
It is true that we can distance ourselves from the source of this divine power through:
Ignorance
Sin
Apathy
Negligence (refusal to use what is available)
That said, nothing can separate us from the love of God.
Romans 8:38-39—For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This power has been granted to us.
From the moment of regeneration, it is ours.
Has granted (dōreomai)—to present, bestow[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G1433] 

It is a “perfect, passive participle,” meaning that in the past, with continuing results in the present, God permanently bestowed His power on believers.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 27.] 

Sidebar: Christians often think that because of their sin and failures that something is missing in their sanctification.  As a result, they look for additional ways that God would accept them or alternative “blessings” or mystical experiences to confirm/affirm them.  It may also include doing penance, or even “demon bindings” to somehow fill in where spiritual resources are lacking.
That is blatantly false and twisted thinking theologically and biblically.  To pursue such things is foolishness and driven by a faulty understanding of what Peter is saying specifically in this text.  At the root of that is ignorance and/or unbelief.  
The extent
1:3b—…everything pertaining to life and godliness 
We have received everything (all divine power) we need for our sanctification.
WE LACK NOTHING!
At the same time, we are responsible to obey Him in all things.
God never gives us a command without giving us all the resources to obey (think indicatives and imperatives).
Nothing then will put you in a position where you cannot please Him in your response.
1 Corinthians 10:13—No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
2 Peter 5:10—After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.
The same power that brought you to Christ will keep you in Christ.
I do not need to ask God for more resources or more power; I need to live in light of what He has already provided.
Life and godliness—AKA, the sanctification journey—living the Christian life on this earth to the glory of God.
Justification Sanctification Glorification
What God started, He will finish.  
He has all the resources and power to get the job done.
Romans 8:28-30—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
The believer’s response is to agree with God (by faith) and allow the trials to have their intended results by doing what God has commanded.
Godliness—reverence, respect, piety towards God[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G2150] 

True reverence
Active obedience
Philippians 1:6—For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
“Godliness” captures the first and greatest commandment, to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matt 22:37).[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ESV Expository Commentary, 371.] 

The means 
1:3c—…through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
How do we then maximize His power and provision fully? 
The means by which it is accomplished is through…v3c
True Knowledge (epignōsis)—precise and correct knowledge
Not a superficial understanding of Jesus and His life, death, and resurrection.
Matthew 7:21-24—“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
True knowledge is not devoid of facts, but is far more.
It comes to those whom He has called.
General call—proclaiming the gospel. Calling people to repentance.  Calling people to turn from their sin and believe.  Put their faith and trust in the person and work of Christ on their behalf.  It is freely and universally offered.
John 7:37—Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.” 
Matthew 11:28—Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
Isaiah 45:22—Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.
Effectual call—It is efficacious; that is, it always results in salvation.  This is a creative calling which accompanies the external proclamation of the gospel; it is invested with the power to deliver to the divinely intended destination.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  MacArthur, 29.] 

It is very striking that in the NT the terms for calling, when used specifically with reference to salvation, are almost uniformly applied, not to the universal call [general call] of the gospel, but to the call that ushers men into a state of salvation and is therefore effectual.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Murray, 88.] 

Romans 8:30 (above reference)
Romans 1:6-7—among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:9—God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
2 Peter 1:10—Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.
The efficacious call is immutable, thereby insuring our perseverance…[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ibid.] 

Romans 11:29—for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
The Greek word for church is "ekklesia"—the called out ones. 
(Cf. Jn 1:12-13; 3:3-8; 6:37, 44-45, 64-65; Acts 16:14; Eph 2:1, 5, 10; Col 2:13; 1 Thes 1:4-5; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 3:5)
Called us by His own glory and excellence
The effects of His saving call are through the revealed Word of God, the Lord Jesus.
“Glory” refers to the manifestation of God’s perfections and beauty; it is the ultimate motivation for all that God does (3:18).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  ESV, 371.] 

Glory belongs to God alone.
Exodus 15:11—Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders?
Deuteronomy 28:58—“If you are not careful to do all the words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this glorious and fearsome name, Yahweh your God…”
 (LSB)
Psalm 8:1—O Yahweh, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth, Who displays Your splendor above the heavens! (LSB)
Isaiah 42:8—I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.
Thus, when sinners see the glory of Christ, they are witnessing His deity.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  MacArthur, 29.] 

The only means a sinner has for the hope of heaven is by beholding the glory of Christ.
Who is this Jesus?
What has He done?
Why do I need Him?
What is genuine repentance?
How do I come to Him by faith?
Efficacious response: plead with Him for salvation.
The Outcome: His mercy and grace.  You escape hell and enter heaven.
Not only His glory, but also His excellence as a man.
The incarnate Christ
The God/man
His perfect obedience to God’s holy requirements were fully met.
The promises
1:4—For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
For by these—His attributes of glory and excellence (God/man).
He has granted—His person and work have done all that is required for our salvation; past tense with continuing effects.
Precious and magnificent promises—meaning “valuable" and “greatest”[footnoteRef:13].  [13:  Strong’s G5093 & Strong’s G
3176] 

Included in all of the Old and New Testaments to His own.
Which include salvation, forgiveness, spiritual life, resurrection, the Holy Spirit, abundant grace, joy, peace, contentment, strength, guidance, help, instruction, wisdom, provision for our needs, answers to prayers, hope, heaven, a place that He is preparing, and eternal rewards. In a word: Himself.
2 Corinthians 7:1—Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
So that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature…
In light of everything that God has done, believers may become (here and now) possessors of God’s own eternal life
John 1:12—But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.
Romans 8:9—However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 
Galatians 2:20— I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Colossians 1:27—to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
This is not merely a future hope but a present reality.
Partakers (koinōnos)—a partner, associate, comrade, companion; fellowship.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Strong’s G2844	] 

…having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust
Peter here identifies what we do NOT participate in.
Believers have escaped the effects of sin.
Philippians 3:20-21—For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
1 John 3:2-3—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
Titus 1:2—in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.
Corruption (phthora)—corruption, destruction, perishing; decay, ruin.[footnoteRef:15]  Has the idea of an organism decomposing or rotting, and its accompanying stench. [15:  Strong’s G5356] 

Lust (epithymia)—desire, craving, longing, desire for what is forbidden.
1 John 2:16—For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
Having escaped (apopheugō)—to flee from[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Strong’s G668] 

A successful fleeing from the effects of our fallen nature.
The sinfulness of the decaying world. 
Final destruction.
1 Thessalonians 5:4, 9-10—But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief… 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. 
There will come a day when God will glorify His saints in perfect holiness.  The fullness will be in the new heavens and new earth (Cf. 2 Peter 3:13).
Revelation 21:1-4—Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
Conclusion
In the struggles of life that we face: fear, temptation, pain, and failure, where do we find strength to overcome?  God has given us more than enough.  God generously and lavishly provides all the resources we need.  Trust Him.  
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