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February 8, 2026
2 Peter: Christ’s Glory and the Prophetic Word, Pt 2
2 Peter 1:19-21
2 Peter 1:16-21—For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”— 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
Context
In a post-modern world filled with relativism and subjective truths, we hold fast to the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures.  As such, we have a very clear statement we make related to what we believe and teach on the bridgewatercc.org website:  
We teach that the Bible is God’s written revelation to man, and thus the 66 books of the Bible given to us by the Holy Spirit constitute the plenary (inspired equally in all parts) Word of God (1 Corinthians 2:7-14; 2 Peter 1:20-21). We teach that the Word of God is an objective, propositional revelation (1 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 2:13), verbally inspired in every word (2 Timothy 3:16), absolutely inerrant in the original documents, infallible, and God-breathed. We teach the literal, grammatical-historical interpretation of Scripture which affirms the belief that the opening chapters of Genesis present creation in six literal days (Genesis 1:31; Exodus 31:17). We teach that the Bible constitutes the only infallible rule of faith and practice (Matthew 5:18; 24:35; John 10:35; 16:12-13; 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21).
We teach that God spoke in His written Word by a process of dual authorship. The Holy Spirit so superintended the human authors that, through their individual personalities and different styles of writing, they composed and recorded God’s Word to man (2 Peter 1:20-21) without error in the whole or in the part (Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16).
We teach that, whereas there may be several applications of any given passage of Scripture, there is but one true interpretation. The meaning of Scripture is to be found as one diligently applies the literal grammatical-historical method of interpretation under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit (John 7:17; 16:12-15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-15; 1 John 2:20). It is the responsibility of believers to ascertain carefully the true intent and meaning of Scripture, recognizing that proper application is binding on all generations. Yet the truth of Scripture stands in judgment of men; never do men stand in judgment of it.
The bible itself affirms that it is a book set apart from every other book in the world.
Proverbs 30:5—Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. (ESV)
Psalms 119:160—The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.
Psalms 33:4—For the word of the LORD is upright, and all His work is done in faithfulness.
2 Samuel 7:28—Now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are truth, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant. 
Isaiah 55:10-11—“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”
1 Thessalonians 2:13—For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 
The bible is true because the God who gives it is Himself truth.  He cannot lie.
Isaiah 65:16—“Because he who is blessed in the earth will be blessed by the God of truth, and he who swears in the earth
Will swear by the God of truth; Because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hidden from My sight!”
Jeremiah 10:10—But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.
John 3:33—He who has received His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is true. 
John 17:3—This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
1 John 5:20—And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.
God is true.  His word is true.  His word is sure.  
This truth is what Peter is communicating here.  The context of Peter’s words of reminder is set against the barrage of false teachers who are denying the truth of scripture.  Peter writes this epistle to expose these false teachers.  To successfully defend our position against the lies and errors, we must know the truth of scripture.  
Peter gives us two lines of verification: His experience in seeing the revealed glory of Christ and the supernatural revelation in the prophetic word. 
2 Lines of Verification of the Truth
I. The _________________ of Christ Revealed
2 Peter 1:16-18—For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”— 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
Peter’s Point: The point of importance for Peter is “this voice”; “we on our part (the witnesses present) heard it conveyed to Jesus out of heaven…this is a direct revelation, directly made by the Father Himself, directly received by the witnesses.…the Parousia (second coming) will come in spite of all scoffers, for whom Peters readers are to wait with unshakable assurance.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lenski, 289-290.] 

Summary: The apostles give testimony (Peter, James, and John), Moses and Elijah give testimony (the Law and the Prophets); God the Father gives testimony that Jesus is worthy of honor and glory.  
II. [bookmark: _GoBack]The _____________________ Word
2 Peter 1:19-21—So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
A. These men were given supernatural revelation.  
1. God, by means of the Holy Spirit, superintended the recording of all of their experiences and all of their writings so that they, in effect, were the revelation of God Himself.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, 61.] 

2 Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
2. Beyond the experience, we have an even better source—a more sure word. 
a. One could argue that, as great as your experience was, experience cannot be the standard for truth.  
b. We have a more sure testimony: The Word of God.
c. Literally, the Greek order is "And we have more sure the prophetic word." 
d. More sure (bebaios)—stable, fast, firm; metaph. Sure, trusty.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G949] 

e. This prophetic word is “more fully confirmed.” This same adjective describes the steadfast nature of the hope that anchors our souls.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ESV Expository Commentary, 382.] 

Hebrews 6:9—But we are convinced about you, beloved, of things that are better and that belong to salvation, though we are speaking in this way.
f. Q: More sure than what? A: than experience. 
g. Throughout redemptive history, God has repeatedly emphasized His all-sufficient, inerrant, infallible truth never to be questioned and never helped along or “improved upon” nor validated by experience as the source of truth.
3. We (all believers) have this truth; we have His Word.
a. That truth far exceeds the reliability of the collective of all their experiences.
b. Notwithstanding those of the Apostles.
c. And certainly, ours as well. 
4. Paul gives us a helpful example of the limitations of human experiences as a source of truth.
2 Corinthians 12:1—Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord… 
a. Paul is defending his apostolic ministry.
b. In so doing, he is saying that the visions and revelations he had, although extraordinary, were not substantial as defenses of God’s truth.
c. Why? Because they were unverifiable, unrepeatable, and incomprehensible.
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak. 
d. Instead of using visions as his defense, he uses his weaknesses and suffering as the basis.
5 On behalf of such a man I will boast; but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses. 6 For if I do wish to boast I will not be foolish, for I will be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this, so that no one will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
5. Similarly, when NT writers wrote about Christ and His promised return, they confirmed the truth of the OT Scriptures.
Matthew 4:12-16—Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:
15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”

12:15-21—15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He healed them all, 16 and warned them not to tell who He was. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:
18 “BEHOLD, MY SERVANT WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN; MY BELOVED IN WHOM MY SOUL is WELL-PLEASED; I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL PROCLAIM JUSTICE TO THE GENTILES. 19 “HE WILL NOT QUARREL, NOR CRY OUT; NOR WILL ANYONE HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE STREETS. 20 “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY. 21 “AND IN HIS NAME THE GENTILES WILL HOPE.”
21:1-5—When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.’”
Romans 15:3—For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME.”
6. These OT passages speak to the life and words of the Lord Jesus.  
a. The words written by the NT apostles (and others), inspired by the Holy Spirit, which validate the OT.
b. The Jewish people had a very high regard and supremacy for the written revelation. 
c. It would be hard to overemphasize their regard for the OT. One of their most powerful arguments for the truth of Christianity was the argument from prophecy (see the speeches in Acts, Romans 15, 1 Peter 2, or the whole of Hebrews or Revelation).  In the Word of God written, they sought absolute assurance, like their Master, for whom it is written,” sufficed to clinch an argument.  [Peter] is saying “If you don’t believe me, go to the Scriptures.” “the question,” says Calvin, “is not whether the prophets are more trustworthy than the gospel.” It is simply that “since the Jews were in no doubt that everything that the prophets taught came from God, it is no wonder that Peter says that their word is more sure.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Michael Green, 87.] 

7. The Prophetic word in Peter’s day embraced the entire OT.
a. In general, the OT anticipated the coming of the Messiah.
Romans 16:25-27—Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. 
b. Jesus makes the same claim
John 5:39—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me.
c. Jesus was talking about the OT, but the same would apply to the NT scriptures (Cf. 2 Peter 3:15-16). 
B. You do well to pay attention. 
1. Learn these truths.
2. So as to refute error.
C. To make the point, Peter uses a simple metaphor, comparing God’s word to a lamp shining in a dark place.
Psalms 119:105—Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
1. Dark (auchmēros)—squalid ((of a place) extremely dirty and unpleasant, especially as a result of poverty or neglect), dirty; from the word that means dry, parched, then dirty, or murky.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Strong’s G850] 

2. A dark place has the idea of a murky blackness of the fallen world that prevents people from seeing the truth until the lamp of divine revelation shines forth.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  MacArthur, 63.] 

3. Peter indicates what kind of house this is; it is “dismal” indeed, with its “heresies of perdition” and denial of the Master (2:1), with heretics speaking evil of the truth, making merchandise of you (2:2,3)… the room that Peter has in mind is worse than dark; it is full of dreadful dangers, and in order to see these and to guard ourselves against them we need this divine and brightly shining lamp.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Lenski, 294.] 

4. Scripture then is a lantern that provides light to a dark and sinful world, giving us footing and clarity on how and where to proceed. 
D. The light shines until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
1. The calendar of redemptive history moves toward a coming day that God has designated for Christ’s return in glory.
2. He will return in full blazing splendor, majesty, and power.
Matthew 24:30—And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.
3. When the day dawn appears…
a. There will come a day when Christ will terminate the temporary earthly night of sin and spiritual darkness.
b. On that day, He will establish His kingdom in righteousness upon the earth.
Revelation 19:11-16—And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
c. It will be bittersweet: a glorious pinnacle of God’s purposes in His salvation plan as well as a great day of judgment for the wicked.  
Isaiah 2:12—For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning against everyone who is proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased.
(Cf. 13:6; Zeph 1:14; 1 Cor 1:18; 3:13; 4:5; Eph 4:30; 1 Thes 3:13; 2 Thes 1:7; 2 Tim 4:1; 1 Peter 2:12)
E. The morning star arises in your hearts. 
1. Morning Star (phōsphoros)—light bring, giving light; the planet Venus, the morning star, daystar; Mataph. Christ.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s G5459] 

a. Venus precedes the morning sun in the sky.
b. His coming inaugurates the establishment of His millennial kingdom.
Numbers 24:17—“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth.
Revelation 2:28—[Church in Thyatira, He who overcomes] …and I will give him the morning star.
Revelation 22:16—“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
(Cf. Matt 2:2)
c. Not only will there be Christ’s appearing in a blaze of visible light, but He will also transform believers into perfect reflections of the truth and righteousness of Christ and make them into the image of His glory (Rom 8:29).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  MacArthur, 64.] 

(Cf. Phil 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1-2)
d. At that time, Christ will replace the perfect temporal revelation of Scripture with the perfect eternal revelation of His person.
e. He will fulfill the written Word and write it forever on the hearts of the glorified saints.
F. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation.
1. Peter then goes from considering the end of Scripture when it completely rules the perfected heart, back to the start of Scripture.  
2. Is a matter of (ginomai)— to become, i.e., to come into existence, begin to be, receive being.
a. The way of Holy Scripture came about was not like that of the false prophecies. 
b. God had many things to say about false prophets who claimed to speak in His name.
Jeremiah 14:14—Then the LORD said to me, “The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.”
(Cf. Jer 23:32; Ezek 13:2ff; Jer 23:16-25)
G. No true message from God ever came from human interpretation.
1. Interpretation (epilysis)—a loosening, unloosing[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  Strong’s G1955] 

a. In English, we take it to mean how one understands Scripture.
b. In Greek, it has to do with the source.
c. Peter is not referring to the explanation of the scripture, but to its origin.
 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
d. What you or I think or want of the passage has nothing to do with divine prophecy.  
H. Men moved by the Holy Spirit.
1. Moved (pherō)—to carry; to move by bearing; move or, to be conveyed or borne, with the suggestion of force or speed; of a gust of wind, to rush.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Strong’s G5342] 

2. Has the meaning of being continually carried or borne along.
Acts 27:15—and when the ship was caught in it and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and let ourselves be driven along. 
(Cf. Acts 27:17)
3. The writers of Scripture raised their spiritual sails, and the Spirit of God filled them with His breath of revelations as they wrote His divine words.
Jeremiah 1:4—Now the word of the LORD came to me saying…
4. The only one who knows the mind of God is the Spirit of God so only He could have inspired the Scriptures.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  MacArthur, 65.] 

1 Corinthians 2:10-13—For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.









Conclusion
Peter tells us that he was an eyewitness to the majesty of Jesus Christ.  He therefore can speak confidently.  But even more sure than that, he writes as one moved along by the Holy Spirit like every other biblical writer, and so here is a more sure word of revelation, more sure even than the experience of an apostle.
Plenty of people will think that experience is more important than Scripture.  That is not true.  So Peter says, take heed to the Word, it is a more sure word.
If we are to stand against error, we must know the truth of our salvation, the truth of what it means to grow in our sanctification, and know the eternal truths in Scripture. 
Benediction
And now, may the blessing of Solomon on God and the people likewise be our blessing: May Yahweh our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; may He not forsake us or abandon us, 58  “He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, which He commanded our fathers. 59 And may these words of mine, with which I have made supplication before Yahweh, be near to Yahweh our God day and night, that He may do justice for His slave and justice for His people Israel, as each day requires, 60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that Yahweh is God; there is no one else. 61 Let your heart therefore be wholly devoted to Yahweh our God, to walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day.” [Amen]. (I Kings 8:57-61)
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