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2 Peter: Depiction of Deceptive Teachers
2 Peter 2:1-3
2 Peter 2:1-3—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
Context
The common practice of twisting and distorting the Word of God is not new.  It has been occurring throughout human history.  We see the source of the deception back in Genesis.  
Genesis 3:1—Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”
Satan deceived Eve and undermined the integrity of God and His word.  The propagation of the lies the evil one peddles has not subsided. Those who are outside of Christ and do not have God as their Father have another father.   
John 8:44—You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
Therefore, the nature of the unredeemed is to lie.  Worse, are those who falsify the truths about God and what he has said—even promoting Satan’s lies as if they were God’s truth—is one of the worst forms of deception.  Either denying what God has said or done (or attributing what God has done to Satan, Matt 12:24) or attributing the work of Satan as the work of God, are both grievous sins.   
God is true.  God cannot lie.  God is faithful to do everything that He has promised to do—without equivocation and without question.  When we add to or take away from what He has said, we are in grave danger of serious consequences.  
Revelation 22:18-19—I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
As the father of lies, Satan is at work continually through his agents (demons, fallen people, the world system, false religions, cults, and even through deceived believers), to mislead and destroy.  If Christ is building His church, and if the church is the means by which He is building it (as the pillar and support of the truth I Tim 3:15), then it is no surprise that Satan would work hard to assault her.  Those attacks come from both outside the church as well as from within.  The more cunning and crafty deceptions often come from within.  False teachers disguise themselves as agents of light, when in fact they are sheep in wolves' clothing, fleecing the sheep (Matt 7:15). 
1 Timothy 4:1—But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.
2 Corinthians 11:14— No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
As such, we need to be vigilant in our pursuit of the way, the truth, and the light (Jn 14:6) and be on the alert against alternative paths, deception, and darkness.  
1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Mindful that false teaching often comes in subtle forms.  And the packaging of the deception can look very appealing.  It is the untrained and undiscerning that are often more easily deceived and carried away.  They have not been discipled well to distinguish error from truth.  
· They do not understand the fullness of their salvation.
· They do not understand their sanctification.
· They do not understand the scriptures.
The instruction that Peter is giving in this epistle is instructive and helps us understand what we do not otherwise understand.  As a result, Peter’s words are just as relevant today as they were 2,000 years ago, since they address a problem that continues to plague the church today.
2 John 7—For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.

Characteristics of False Teachers
I. They are Present
2 Peter 2:1a—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you …
A. The transition from 1:19-21.
1. The prophetic word made more sure.
2. Prophecy is not human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
B. In contrast, to the sure word…
1. “But”… marking a contrast between the two thoughts.
2. The opposition to the sure word is a false word, propagating lies and falsehood.
C. There will be false prophets among the people.
1. False teachers have plagued God’s people throughout the OT.
Jeremiah 5:30-31—“An appalling and horrible thing Has happened in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy falsely,
And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love it so! But what will you do at the end of it?”
6:13-15—“For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. 14 “They have healed the brokenness of My people  superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace. 5 “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done? They were not even ashamed at all; They did not even know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time that I punish them, They shall be cast down,” says the LORD.
23:14-16—“Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: The committing of adultery and walking in falsehood; And they strengthen the hands of evildoers, So that no one has turned back from his wickedness. All of them have become to Me like Sodom, And her inhabitants like Gomorrah. 15 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets, ‘Behold, I am going to feed them wormwood And make them drink poisonous water, For from the prophets of Jerusalem Pollution has gone forth into all the land.’” 16 Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, Not from the mouth of the LORD.
(1 Kings 22:1-28; Jer 21; 25-27; 28:1-17; Ez 13:1-7; 26:17, 23) 
They appeared beside God’s true prophets and with their pretended prophecies tried to turn Israel from the true prophets and from the things they uttered by inspiration “from God” (1:21).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lenski, 301.] 

2. Peter’s reference to the people is to the OT Jewish people.  
i. The terminology and the contrast make that clear.
ii. So do his illustrations: Noah (2:5), Sodom and Gomorrah (2:6), Lot (2:7), and Balaam (2:15).
iii. God instructed Israel to distinguish true from false prophets (Deut 13;1-5; 18:20-22).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ESV Expository Commentary, 386.] 

iv. Peter’s readers are now God’s people as Israel once was….As Israel suffered from these lying prophets, so Peter’s readers will be troubled by lying teachers. [footnoteRef:4]    [4:  Lenski, 303.] 

v. The OT was written for our instruction (Rom 15:4), we should not be surprised that there would be false teachers among us as well.  
3. During Jesus’ ministry, He repeatedly indicted the religious leaders as false hypocrites.
Luke 11:39-52—But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and wickedness. 40 You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you. 42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the chief seats in the synagogues and the respectful greetings in the market places. 44 Woe to you! For you are like concealed tombs, and the people who walk over them are unaware of it.” 45 One of the lawyers *said to Him in reply, “Teacher, when You say this, You insult us too.” 46 But He said, “Woe to you lawyers as well! For you weigh men down with burdens hard to bear, while you yourselves will not even touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them. 48 So you are witnesses and approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged against this generation.’ 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who were entering.”
4. Jesus warned of the ongoing nature of false prophets.
Matthew 7:15-20—“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Matthew 24:4-5—And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 
D. In the same way as of old, they will be among you.
1. Paul gives similar counsel to Timothy.
2 Timothy 4:3-5—For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Sidebar: Q: How do false teachers in the church arise? 
A: When the church begins to embrace the worldly culture around it.  When it becomes indistinguishable from the world. 
· When it does not endure [hold to] sound [healthy] doctrine.
· It desires to have their ears tickled [tell me what I want to hear].
· They seek their own desires.  Their own felt needs become supreme.  Selfishness ensues. 
· God-centered worship and preaching is replaced by man-centered antics and entertainment.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 70.] 

· The doctrines of sin, repentance, forgiving others, Christ-likeness, holiness, godliness are replaced with self-esteem, self-worth, happiness, independence, self-confidence, self-image, self-compassion, self-acceptance, self-actualization, express your inner beauty and true self. 
· They accumulate for themselves teachers who assert only pleasant thoughts and positive ideas…in accordance with their own desires, because they want their ears tickled.  
· When the church begins to embrace a worldly psychology, it places them in a vulnerable position and subject to the deceptive influences of Satan.  
2. Scripture is clear, there will be false teachers—so do not be surprised.  
· With the advent of the “latter days,” Satan has intensified his efforts to lead God’s people astray through false prophets and teachers (1 Tim 4:1-5; 1 John 2:18-27).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ESV Expository Commentary, 386.] 

· The true shepherd is to guard and protect.  
1 Peter 5:1-2—Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness.
Titus 1:5, 9—For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you… 9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.
II. They are Sneaky
2 Peter 2:1b—… who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, …
A. False teachers are not honest about their ways.
1. They will not be open; not overt.  
2. They are subtle.
3. They likely did not hide their teachings but were probably covering up the degree to which their teaching differed from the accepted apostolic teaching.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Ibid. ] 

B. Their ways have the appearance of right, but they are not.
1. It is unlikely that the church would believe their schemes if they were overt, uncovered, or outright.
2. They give an appearance of godliness, but embrace the doctrine of demons.
C. They act in secret.
1. Secret (pareisagō)—to introduce or bring in secretly or craftily[footnoteRef:8]; slip in without being seen; to sneak in under pretenses; smuggle in. [8:  Strong’s G3919] 

2. They come into the church posing as leaders—pastors, elders, teachers, evangelists, etc.
Jude 4—For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
3. They come in alongside you with the appearance of good.  
D. Their goal: introduce destructive heresies. 
1. The phrase literally says: heresies of destruction. 
2. They create havoc and make utter ruin.
3. It speaks of the final and eternal condemnation of the wicked.  
4. It is in reference to the devastating eternal consequences that will come for both them and their followers.    
Sidebar: when the church somehow thinks that it is virtuous to be tolerant of any and all teachings, it becomes intolerant of the truth.   That is fertile ground for false teachers who bring in their heresies of destruction that damn.  
5. Heresies (hairesis)—act of taking, capture; e.g. storming a city; a body of men flowing their own tenets (sect or party)—of the Sadducees; Pharisees, etc.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G139] 

6. The word originally meant an opinion; it came to mean self-designed religious opinion—not truth, but someone’s fabrication. 
An opinion, especially a self-willed opinion, which is substituted for submission to the power of truth, and leads to division and the formation of sects.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Vines, 2:217.] 

1 Corinthians 11:17-19—But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. 19 For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you. 
Galatians 5:16-20—But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions.
7. They convince the gullible and naive to believe their lies.  They claim to be biblical, but are the very opposite.
8. By the very nature of deception, some would claim to believe the “gospel”.  
a. They may even have the true interpretation of it, but they misrepresent it.
b. They have a shallow, inadequate message that ultimately does not save.
c. It happens frequently, and those who stand for truth are condemned.  The outcome is a fractured church. 
d. In the end, it is still an error.  

Matthew 13:20-21—[The parable of the sower] The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 
36-42—36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 37 And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
47-50—47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 49 So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, 50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
III. They are Deniers 
2 Peter 2:1c—…even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 
At the center of their operation is a most critical thought.  The basis of their workings is to deny the Mater who bought them.  

Conclusion
False prophets have been active throughout redemptive history, so it should come as no surprise that in these last days false teachers will arise to lead people astray through their greed and sexual immorality (2 Pet 2:1-3a).  God will judge those who transgress His appointed boundaries and rescue the godly from their trials (2:3b-10a).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  ESV Expository Commentary, 385.] 

Jude 1:3—Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 
As we contend for the faith, may the Lord give us wisdom as we strike the balance between being loving and gracious toward people while never compromising on the truth.  We must do both.  In addition, we rely on the Holy Spirit as our help and guide.
Ephesians 4:15—but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.
Benediction
God be gracious to us and bless us,
And cause His face to shine upon us.
2 That Your way may be known on the earth,
Your salvation among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise You, O God;
Let all the peoples praise You.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy;
For You will judge the peoples with uprightness
And guide the nations on the earth.  [Amen]. (Psalm 67:1-4)
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