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2 Peter: Depiction of Deceptive Teachers, Pt 2
2 Peter 2:1-3
2 Peter 2:1-3—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
Context
There is a serious lack of discernment among many Christians today.  Many Christians tolerate the teaching of any “Christian” teacher, regardless of their content, often in the name of tolerance, love, acceptance, and inclusion.  
That stands in stark contrast to the Old and New Testaments.  God does not tolerate false prophets.  He hates a lying tongue.
Isaiah 9:15—The head is the elder and honorable man,
And the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail.
Micah 3:5-7—Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead my people astray; When they have something to bite with their teeth, They cry, “Peace,” But against him who puts nothing in their mouths They declare holy war. 6 Therefore it will be night for you—without vision, And darkness for you—without divination. The sun will go down on the prophets, And the day will become dark over them. 7 The seers will be ashamed And the diviners will be embarrassed. Indeed, they will all cover their mouths because there is no answer from God.
Matthew 7:15-20—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Much of false teaching indeed comes in subtle forms, making it more difficult to discern, particularly from those who do not immerse themselves in God’s Word and lack solid biblical instruction.  
Peter understood these dangers.  As he is writing this to first-century believers, the instruction is just as relevant to us today.  
1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Characteristics of False Teachers
I. They are Present
2 Peter 2:1a—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, …
A. False teachers have plagued God’s people throughout the OT.
B. Jesus warned of the ongoing nature of false prophets (Matthew 7:15-20; Matthew 24:4-5).
C. In the same way as of old, they will be among you.
D. Therefore, do not be surprised, but be prepared and vigilant.

II. They are Sneaky
2 Peter 2:1b—… who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, …
A. False teachers are not honest about their ways.
B. Their ways have the appearance of right, but they are not.
1. They claim to be biblical, but are the very opposite.
2. They may even have the true interpretation of it, but they misrepresent it.
3. They have a shallow, inadequate message that ultimately does not save.
4. The false teachers did not hide what they were teaching but were probably “covering up the degree to which their teaching differs from the accepted apostolic teaching.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ESV Expository Commentary, 286.] 

5. The verb “bringing in” [KJV] has two overtones; it means to ‘bring in alongside’ (sc true teaching) and also to ‘introduce secretly’.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Michael Green, 94.] 

Galatians 2:4—But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 
6. In the Pauline writings, divisiveness (Gal 5:20; 1 Cor 11:18f) and arrogant independence (Titus 3:10) are the significant heretical emphases.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. ] 

7. In the end, it is still an error.  
C. They act in secret.
D. Their goal: introduce destructive heresies. 
III. They are Deniers 
2 Peter 2:1c—…even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 
A. The audacity of the unthinkable (“even”)
B. Denying the Master
1. Denying (arneomai)—to refuse; not to accept, to reject, to refuse something offered.[footnoteRef:5] To be unwilling; to firmly say no.   [5:  Strong’s G720] 

Hebrews 11:24-25—By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,  25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.
2. Peter uses the word “denying” (present tense participle), indicating a habitual pattern or refusal.  They repeatedly deny the Master.
3. Master (despotēs)—a Lord, an absolute ruler (despot).
a. The word appears 10 times in the NT, and always in reference to supreme authority.  
b. Four times used to the master of a household or estate.
1 Timothy 6:1-2—All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against. 2 Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.
Titus 2:9—Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative.
1 Peter 2:18—Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. 
c. Six times, it is used in reference to Christ or God.
Luke 2:28-29—[Simeon in the temple]… then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word.
2 Timothy 2:21—Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.
(Cf. Acts 4:24, Jude 4; Rev 6:10 and 2 Pet 2:1)
He is your Master and Lord, because He purchased you.  
[1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.]
Through his death, Jesus has purchased his people (1 Cor 6:19-20).  Although these false teachers at one time had given the appearance of being slaves of Christ (2 Peter 2:20-21), they in fact denied him by their false doctrine and immoral lifestyle.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ESV Expository Commentary, 386.] 

When the term is applied to God and to Christ as God, the term stresses their absolute, unrestricted power. [footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Lenski, 305.] 

d. Christ is our sovereign Lord.  
4. The height of sacrilege of false teachers is that they deny the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ. 
a. They may make theologically truthful statements—including Jesus is Lord.  
b. However, their lifestyle repeatedly denies the veracity of their words.
c. They may not deny the gospel.  They may even affirm Christ’s deity, atonement, resurrection, second coming, etc., but internally, they refuse to submit to His sovereign rule in every area of their life.  
Proverbs 19:3—The foolishness of man ruins his way, And his heart rages against the LORD.
Exodus 5:2—But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” 
Nehemiah 9:17—“They refused to listen,
And did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them;
So they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt.
But You are a God of forgiveness,
Gracious and compassionate,
Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness;
And You did not forsake them.
d. Their immorality and rebellious lifestyles will eventually be exposed.
Numbers 32:23—But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out. 
C. If Peter is talking about False Teachers, why does he use the phrase, “The Master who bought them”?
1. Actually, the phrase fits the analogy perfectly.
2. The master of a household would purchase slaves and put them in charge of various household tasks.  
3. They belonged to the master.  As such, the slave owed complete allegiance to him.
4. Bought (agorazō)—to purchase, to redeem; to go to market to purchase.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G59] 

5. The word agorazō is used of the redemption of Israel out of Egypt (Cf. 2 Sa 7:23).  In the cross, as in the Exodus, we see God’s personal intervention for His people, not only to deliver them from a fate of bondage and death, but also to redeem them ‘for a people to himself,’ as 2 Samuel 7:23 continues.  God redeems man in order that his changed way of life should be a credit to his Savior; that, as 1 Peter 4:2 puts it, ‘ he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God’.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Green, 94-95.] 


Deuteronomy 32:5-6—They have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not His children, because of their defect; But are a perverse and crooked generation. 6 “Do you thus repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is not He your Father who has bought you? He has made you and established you.
6. The Point: The false teachers of Peter’s day claimed Christ as their Redeemer, yet they refused to accept His sovereign lordship, thus revealing their true character as unregenerate enemies of biblical truth.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  MacArthur, 73.] 

7. There is no such thing in the scriptures as believers but not disciples.
a. There is no salvation without lordship.
b. The two are inextricably linked.
8. Those who reject Christ’s sovereign lordship will face swift destruction.  
… bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 
a. Swift (tachinos)—swift, impending; shortly; imminent[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Strong’s G5031] 

b. Destruction (apōleia)—perishing, ruin, perdition, waste, damnable.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Strong’s G684] 

Matthew 7:13—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.”


John 17:12—While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.

2 Thessalonians 2:3—Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. 





Conclusion
This awful fate will be the outcome for all false teachers, including those who follow their unrepentant path.  
In preparation for communion, I want to explore one more thought related to Peter’s use of the phrase:
2 Peter 2:1c—…even denying the Master who bought them,
This fascinating phrase shows us something of what the cross meant to our author, for bought emphasizes both the seriousness of man’s plight and the costliness of Christ’s rescue.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Green, 94.] 


Mark 10:45—“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

1 Timothy 2:6—who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 

Revelation 5:9—And they *sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”

Benediction
Let the peoples praise You, O God;
Let all the peoples praise You.
6 The earth has yielded its produce;
God, our God, blesses us.
7 God blesses us,
That all the ends of the earth may fear Him. [Amen]. 
Psalm 67:5-7
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