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2 Peter: Depiction of Deceptive Teachers, Pt 3
2 Peter 2:2-3
2 Peter 2:1-3—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 
Context
In a world filled with lies and confusion, the Word of God stands out as exclusively true and clear.  It is true because its author is true.  
Psalm 12:6—The words of the LORD are pure words; As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.
Psalms 19:7—The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
Psalm 119:151—You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth.
Psalm 119:160—The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.
Not surprisingly, God wants His people to know and love the truth.  He wants His servants to proclaim and explain the truth.  He wants His preachers to explain His Word in a truthful way.  
2 Corinthians 4:2—but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 
2 Timothy 2:14-17a—Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene.
For any individual or teacher to do anything less and thereby misrepresent the truth is a grave danger.  We are to work hard at understanding its intended purposes.  And to be clear, God never intended His word to be unclear to His children.  
2 Corinthians 4:3-6—And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
When we do not get the meaning correct (knowingly or unknowingly), we misrepresent both the intended meaning and the inherent character of God Himself.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, p82.] 

Ezekiel 13:8-9—Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Because you have spoken falsehood and seen a lie, therefore behold, I am against you,” declares the Lord GOD. 9 “So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord GOD. 
Peter tells us in this section of the epistle just how serious God is about truth and how hostile he is toward those who deny or peddle a different gospel.  
Characteristics of False Teachers
I. They are present
2 Peter 2:1a—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, …
II. They are sneaky
2 Peter 2:1b—… who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, …
III. They are deniers 
2 Peter 2:1c—…even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 
A. Denying the Master
1. The height of sacrilege of false teachers is that they deny the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ. 
2. They may make theologically truthful statements—including Jesus is Lord.  
3. However, their lifestyle repeatedly denies the veracity of their words.
4. The Point: The false teachers of Peter’s day claimed Christ as their Redeemer, yet they refused to accept His sovereign lordship, thus revealing their true character as unregenerate enemies of biblical truth.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, 73.] 

5. Those who reject Christ’s sovereign lordship will face swift destruction.  
IV. They bring reproach upon the truth
2 Peter 2:2a—Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.
A. Many will follow.
1. There are many on the road to destruction. 
Matthew 24:10-13—At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. 12 Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 
2. There are few on the narrow way.
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
24 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 Behold, I have told you in advance. 
3. Many are lured into a type of Christianity that knows nothing of the Lordship of Christ.
4. Their lives deny their words.
Matthew 24:24-25—For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 Behold, I have told you in advance. 
B. The way of truth is maligned.
1. Sadly, Christianity is mocked because those who claim to represent Christ bring reproach.
2. The are duplicitous.
3. They are deceivers.
4. They habitually say no to the lordship of Christ.
5. When their lives are exposed, they become a blot and stain on the way of truth.
6. Way of truth—expression of truth teaching, true gospel, true doctrine, the way of Christianity.
7. Maligned (blasphēmeō)—speak evil of, to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, blaspheme; to ruin the reputation of, to defame.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G987] 

8. Satan’s ploy is defame Christianity in the world.  He wants to make its message invalid. 
a. He uses false teachers as a way to pull people into a “church” with a message that will tickle their ears and lead them to destruction.  
b. He brings false teachers in to confuse and deceive.
c. He does that outside the church through false religions, but he does it as well through pernicious false teachers.
9. Application: Is it not true that we are to live a life that makes our gospel believable?
Matthew 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Philippians 2:14-15—Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.

Philippians 1:27—Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:12—so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.

V. They are greedy
2 Peter 2:3a—and in their greed they will exploit you with false words. 
A. The motive of their operation is greed.
B. What drives them is an insatiable desire to exploit people for money.
1. Although they are immoral people, the underlying reason for what they do is for greedy gain.  
2. People can be immoral (as well as deny the lordship of Christ) and not be a false teacher.
C. Greed (pleonexia)—greedy desire to have more, covetousness, avarice.[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  Strong’s G4124] 

1. From this word, we get the English word “plastic.”
2. It means fake or not real or genuine—i.e., plastic made to look like wood, leather, metal, etc.
3. False teachers use plastic arguments, plastic theology, plastic statements meant to look like the truth, but it is a deception.
2:14—having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.
D. They make money off gullible people using false words.  They are forgeries and phonies who twist the scriptures for personal gain.

VI. They will not escape judgment 

2 Peter 2:3b—their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
A. Judgement (krima)—decree, condemnation of wrong, verdict, the sentence on them.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G2917] 

Jude 4—For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

B. From long ago(ekpalai)—from of old; of a long time.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G1597] 

1. God has established a principle to damn false teachers. 
2. That is not new—it was established long ago.  
3. The precedent and permanency of His judgment is established and fixed.  It was established very early on.  
Genesis 3:13-15—Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
Cursed are you more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you will go,
And dust you will eat
All the days of your life;
15 And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise you on the head,
And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

4. God has condemned all those who distort divine truth.
Isaiah 8:19-21—When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward.
28:15—Because you have said, “We have made  covenant with death, And with Sheol we have made a pact. The overwhelming scourge will not reach us when it passes by, For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have concealed ourselves with deception.”
Revelation 21:8, 27—But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”… 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
C. It is not idle.
1. Idle—to be idle, inactive, to linger, delay.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G691] 

a. It has not run out of gas; it is not so old that it is now worn out; it has not weakened by time; it is not ineffective; it is not inert; it is still operative.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  MacArthur] 

b. It is still valid. 
D. And their destruction is not asleep.
1. Peter personifies eternal damnation as if it were an executioner.
2. Destruction (apōleia)—utter destruction; ruin; eternal misery in hell.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s G684] 

3. The word destruction is used five times in this epistle and always refers to final damnation. 
VII. They are in the company of many from old 
2 Peter 2:4-10—For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.
A. Fallen angels, v4
B. The ancient world, v5
C. Sodom and Gomorrah, vv6-8



Conclusion
Peter will fill in much more related to discerning how to identify false teachers.  
Q: How alert are you to these teachers?
So many are deceived, exploited, and damned because of their damning heresies. May God in His mercy snatch many from such lies.  
Jude 1:17-23—But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.” 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14—The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. [Amen]. 
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