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2 Peter: Depiction of Deceptive Teachers, Pt 4
2 Peter 2:3b-10a
Context
Peter gives his readers three familiar accounts of divine judgment from the Old Testament.  The reason may be related to those wondering if God would bring about punishment, in that they seemed to be prospering, perhaps because they were popular with many followers, perhaps because they were wealthy.  They very much may have had every appearance that “God was blessing” them. 
In the narratives of human history, Peter demonstrates the precedent that God established long ago.  The height (fallen angels), breath (the time of the Flood), and the depth of that judgment (Sodom and Gomorrah) are noted and are a clear reminder of what God has done in the past and what He will do in the future.  Including the false teachers of today.
Peter’s examples differ slightly from those in the parallel account in Jude 5-7.  Peter concentrates on the pride and rebellion of the angels, the apathy and disobedience of the men of Noah’s day, and the sheer sensuality of the men of Sodom, presumably because these were all characteristic of the false teachers he was opposing.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Green, 98.] 

Characteristics of False Teachers (Cont…)
I. They are in the company of many from old 
2 Peter 2:4-8—For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.
A. Fallen angels, v4
1. The conditional (very long) sentence, starting with “for if…”
2. “Since” might be a better translation because the examples have already occurred.
3. Angels sinned.  God judged.  No redemption is available for them.
4. When they sinned—(hamartanō)—to miss the mark; to err, by mistake; to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honor; violate God’s law.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Strong’s G264] 

5. Peter’s argument: if God did not spare them, He will not spare false teachers who pervert His truth.
6. Angels are responsible for honoring God and obeying His truth, in the same way humans are. 
Matthew 24:45-51—“Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, 51 and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
(Cf. Matthew 25:14—30; Luke 12:48; 16:1-8; 19:12-27; 1 Corinthians 4:2)
7. Those angels who did rebel were sentenced to eternal punishment.
i. We do not have all the details recorded in Scripture.
ii. It is a bit of a theological mystery.
iii. Lucifer, the highest-ranking angel, revolted because he wanted to be like God (equal to Him) (Revelation 12:3-9).
iv. One-third of the angels joined Lucifer in his revolt and were expelled from heaven.
Isaiah 14:12-21—“How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 13 “But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 15 “Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit. 16 “Those who see you will gaze at you, They will ponder over you, saying, ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, 17 Who made the world like a wilderness And overthrew its cities, Who did not allow his prisoners  to go home?’ 18 “All the kings of the nations lie in glory, Each in his own tomb. 19 “But you have been cast out of your tomb Like a rejected branch, Clothed with the slain who are pierced with a sword, Who go down to the stones of the pit Like a trampled corpse. 20 “You will not be united with them in burial, Because you have ruined your country, You have slain your people. May the offspring of evildoers not be mentioned forever. 21 “Prepare for his sons a place of slaughter Because of the iniquity of their fathers. They must not arise and take  possession of the earth And fill the face of the world with cities.”
(Cf. Ezekiel 28:12-19; Luke 10:18)
8. Peter is likely not speaking of that original fall, since they were not immediately sent to hell nor permanently placed to pits of darkness waiting for their final judgment.
9. Demons are loose then as well as today.
Ephesians 6:12—For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Cf 2:1-2—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
1 Peter 5:8— Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
10. Demons will be bound and eventually cast into the lake of fire.
Isaiah 24:21-23—So it will happen in that day, That the LORD will punish the host of heaven on high, And the kings of the  earth on earth. 22 They will be gathered together Like prisoners in the dungeon, And will be confined in prison; And after many days they will be punished. 23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will be before His elders.
Revelation 20:1-3—Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
Revelation 20:10—And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
11. Cast them into hell (tartaroō), meaning—the name of the subterranean region, doleful and dark, regarded by the ancient Greeks as the abode of the wicked dead, where they suffered punishment for their evil deeds; it answers to Gehenna of the Jews. Additionally, to thrust down to Tartarus, to hold captive in Tartarus.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G5020] 

12. Tartarus came to refer to the abode of the most wicked spirits, where the worst rebels and criminals received the severest divine punishment. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 85.] 

13. This is parallel to Jesus’ use of the word Gehenna, the garbage dump where the fires burned continually in Jerusalem, as a means of relating to the eternal torments of eternal anguish.
Matthew 5:22—But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
Mark 9:43, 45-47— If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire… 45 If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having your two feet, to be cast into hell, 46 where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.] 47 If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell.
Luke 12:5—But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!
14. These fallen angels were committed to pits of darkness.
i. Committed (paradidōmi)—to give into the hands (of another); to give over into one’s power of use.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G3860] 

ii. Pits of darkness (zophos)—used of the darkness of the nether world.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G2217] 

iii. The idea is that there is a loss of freedom in a place of confinement.
iv. It is a place that is feared by demons.
Matthew 8:28-32—When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way. 29 And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” 30 Now there was a herd of many swine feeding at a distance from them. 31 The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.” 32 And He said to them, “Go!” And they came out and went into the swine, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters.
Luke 8:28-31—Seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me.” 29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many times; and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard, and yet he would break his bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert. 30 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss.
15. Like guilty prisoners, they are reserved for judgment.
Revelation 20:10—And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
16. Jude gives us further clarification regarding this imprisonment:
Jude 6-7—And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
i. The references are back to Genesis.
Genesis 6:1-4—Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.
ii. Going after “strange flesh” in the time of Sodom and Gomorrah relates to homosexuality.
iii. It is a perversion that God condemns (Lev 18:22; 20:13; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9).
iv. Peter’s use of the analogy is to remind the readers (likely very familiar with the narrative) that God will judge those who pervert His word and will judge them severely.
B. The ancient world, v5
5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly.
1. God wiped out the entirety of the human race (except eight persons) by drowning them in a worldwide flood.
Genesis 6:5-7—Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.”
2. In God’s mercy, He preserved Noah and his family.
i. Noah walked with God, as did his wife, three sons, and their wives.
ii. The ark was a means of rescue from the destruction.
iii. At the time, God had warned the people for some 120 years of the pending judgment through the preaching of Noah and the visual witness of the structure.
iv. That delay of 120 years was an added season of grace.  The preaching of Noah was to turn men to righteousness so that God might not be compelled to send the flood.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  Lenski, 312.] 

Genesis 6:8-13—But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 10 Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.
v. It is the kindness of God to give a clear warning to people before He brings impending death and divine retribution.
Ezekiel 33:11—Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 
2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Jude 14-15—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 
3. Flood (kataklysmos)—inundation, deluge[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G2627] 

i. Our word cataclysmic comes from this word.
ii. God truly brought a cataclysmic event to the earth with huge consequences.
iii. It destroyed every person, as well as land animal, on the earth (except those whom God preserved in the ark).
Genesis 7:19-20—The water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were covered. 20 The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered. 
At least 22.5 feet underwater above the highest peaks. Mount Ararat (8:4) is 17,000 feet above sea level.
4. The flood was a judgment on the ungodly.
5. Ungodly (asebēs)—destitute of reverential awe towards God.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s G765] 

i. It is a complete lack of reverence, worship, or fear of God.
ii. The early church fathers used it to describe atheists and heretics.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  MacArthur, 88.] 

iii. False teachers, through their rebellious immorality, not escape judgment.
Matthew 24:11—Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. 12 Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.
24:24—For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 
1 John 4:1-3—Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.
2 John 7—For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
C. Sodom and Gomorrah, vv6-8
6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;  7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds).
1. Sodom and Gomorrah were two main cities of the Jordan plain or basin.
Genesis 13:8-12—So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, nor between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me; if to the left, then I will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go to the left.” 10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. 11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom. 
2. The region was lush and fertile for raising crops and animals. 
3. However, the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord. (Gen 13:13).
4. Because of their sin, God condemned these cities to destruction.
5. He would have spared Sodom and Gomorrah if ten righteous had been found there, but there were not even ten (Gen18:32).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Lenski, 312.] 

i. This was not dissimilar to the worldwide flood.
ii. Clearly on a smaller scale.
iii. The flood occurred 450 years earlier.
iv. Not unlike Noah and his daughters, who were the only ones the Lord spared and escaped.
Genesis 19:24-25—Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 
v. The destruction was so great, so complete, that I left the city to nothing more than ashes (covered with ashes).
vi. What occurred there was not only physical death, but a punishment of eternal fire.
Jude 7—just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
vii. As descendants of Noah, they likely would have had the message of God’s wrath against ungodliness, but chose instead a different path.
viii. This total destruction was allowed by God in order to bring home to succeeding generations that unrighteousness will end in ruin.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Green, 100.] 

ix. The example of Sodom and Gomorroh are used more than 20 times in Scripture as an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter. 
6. Peter comforts us by reminding us that God rescues the righteous. (i.e., Lot along with his two daughters).
7. Was Lot righteous?
i. The text tells us three times that he was.  
ii. If God says it once in His word, it is true.
iii. When he does three times, God is making a point.
iv. If you are familiar with the Lot narrative, there are examples of him being superficial, selfish, morally weak, and worldly (Gen 13:5-13; Gen 19).
v. He was righteous in the sense of being a believer to whom God had credited righteousness by his faith.
vi. It does not mean that Lot (or Abraham) was free from sin (Cf. Gen 16:1-6).  
vii. As with all who are declared righteous, God imputed His own righteousness to them because they were true believers.  
Psalms 24:3-5—Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands  and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive a blessing from the LORD And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Philippians 3:9—and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.
viii. As such, you have OT examples of justification by faith.
8. He was oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men.
i. He showed reverence for the Angels that visited him vs how the other men wanted to treat them (Gen  19:1-8).
ii. He abhorred the sin of those around him, which is a sure indicator that he was a believer.
iii. At times, Lot was materialistic and morally weak, but he did not want any part of the sensual conduct characterized by the culture around him.
Romans 12:9—Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
Jude 23—save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
iv. Sensual (aselgeia)—unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, wantonness, shamelessness; outrageous behavior.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Strong’s G766] 

v. Unprincipled (athesmos)—one who breaks through the restraint of law and gratifies his lusts; unrestrained.[footnoteRef:15]  The idea is that one violates their conscience as well as the commandment of God.  [15:  Strong’s G113] 

vi. These unrestrained, immoral acts of Lot’s fellow citizens greatly oppressed Lot.
vii. Oppressed (kataponeō)—to tire down with toil, exhaust with labor; deeply troubling the soul[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Strong’s G2669] 

viii. Lot was deeply troubled, (literally) his soul was tortured.  
 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),
9. Peter is reassuring his readers that they aren’t the only ones who are tormented by the culture (specifically, false teachers).  
Application: Do we, like Noah and his family, and like Lot, stand against the sin of our day and refuse to follow false doctrines and immoral practices that are prolific in our culture?   
1) Remember God will render a righteous judgment in His time. 2) Like the examples, God will rescue His righteous ones.    3) Believe and trust in God.
II. The pattern of judgment has been established 
9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.
A. The conditional sentence started in v4, has the conclusion (if…then). 
Malachi 3:16-4:3—Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name. 17 “They will be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.” 18 So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. 4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” 2 “But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. 3 You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,” says the LORD of hosts.
B. The unrighteous get more unrighteous.  They accumulate more guilt (Cf. Romans 2:3-6).
C. He especially targets those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires.
D. Although the language here is broad, encompassing a wide range of sinful passions violating God’s norms, the primary emphasis is liely on sexual sin.  By continually indulging in lustful defiling passions, the condemned demonstrate they have not in fact “escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desires” (2 Pet 14).[footnoteRef:17] [17:  ESV Expository Commentary, 390.] 

E. They despise authority (lordship, kyriotēs).  
F. Back to where Peter started—false teachers deny the Lordship of Jesus Christ over their lives.
Conclusion
God knows how to judge (and will judge) the unrighteous and, at the same time, knows how to rescue and preserve His own.  Peter will fill in much more related to discerning how to identify false teachers.  
2 Thessalonians 1:3-10—We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows even greater  4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. 
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