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Easter, April 5, 2026

The Centrality of the Resurrection
Various Scriptures
Context
For believers, it’s hard to imagine Easter without the resurrection.  For unbelievers, it’s likely hard to imagine Easter without the Easter bunny.
Through the years, there have been many articles and books written on the resurrection, including those that give evidence or proof that the resurrection occurred.  One could rightly say that the greatest proof is the bible itself.  The bible, as the authoritative Word of God, says that Jesus rose from the dead.  So, Jesus rose from the dead.  Period.  
Luke 24:5-6—and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead? 6 He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee. 
John 11:25—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies. 
Acts 2:24—But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 
Acts 3:15—but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 
1 Thessalonians 4:14—For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
(Cf. 1 Peter 1:3; Matthew 28:5-6; Mark 8:31; Mark 16:6; Luke 23:46; Luke 24:2-3, Revelation 1:18; Revelation 5:12)
The question really is not: Is there proof of the resurrection?  Rather, what does the resurrection prove?  That is the better question.  The answer is the full redemption plan and purposes of God.  
What does the Resurrection prove? 
It proves God’s Word is true.
Acts 2:22-36—“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 25 For David says of Him, I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 29 “Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
Acts 13:29-35—When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.’ 34 As for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I WILL GIVE YOU THE HOLY and SURE blessings OF DAVID.’ 35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.’ 
If Jesus did not rise from the dead, Psalm 2 is wrong; Ps 16 is wrong; Isaiah 55 is wrong.
Acts 26:22-23—So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; 23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.
John 2:19-22—Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.
The OT scriptures spoke of the necessity of a suffering savior.  
The animal sacrifice was one such picture.
It repeatedly spoke of the dying Messiah.
Luke 24:25-26—And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”
(Cf. 1 Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:18-20, 32-37; Job 19:25-27; Ps 16:8-11; Ps 49:13-15; Ps 71:20; Isaiah 26:19-20; Isaiah 53:10-11; Ezekiel 37:7-10; Daniel 12:2-3; Hosea 6:1-2; Jonah 1:17-2:2, 6-7, 10).
The veracity of Scripture is at stake in the resurrection. 
I Corinthians 15:3—For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.
It proves the deity of Jesus.
There is no greater proof of the divine nature of Jesus.
Only God can give life.
Only God can conquer death.
Many testified to the deity of Christ.
Mark 5:6-7—Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; 7 and shouting with a loud voice, he *said, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!” 
John 9:35-38—Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.” 38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.
Matthew 16:16—Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
John 20:28— Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
John 1:49—Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” 
Matthew 1:23—“BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.”
Mark 1:11—and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”
Luke 1:35—The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
John 1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:34— I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
John 11:27—She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.”
(Cf. John 11:27; John 14:9, et al.)
It proves our salvation is complete.
Romans 4:25—He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.
Our justification is tied to Jesus’ resurrection.
In order for God to declare us righteous, He had to complete the work of salvation through the resurrection.
Matthew 1:21—She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.
When God raised Jesus from the dead, He was saying that the intended purpose of His life and death was accomplished.  
It is finished.
The efficacious work of the Savior fully and completely satisfied the righteous requirements of the law.  
God was pleased.  
God was satisfied.  
“I accept the sacrifice.”
If He did not rise from the dead, His death has no saving value.
But because He did, we are declared righteous by faith in His death, burial, and resurrection.
There are many vital features in our salvation dependent on the resurrection, even seen in Romans 4:25.
Eternal life.
Being justified means that we have eternal life.  
As in Adam, all died, so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
1 Corinthians 15:22—For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 
Because Christ lives, we too shall live.
It was in the death and resurrection of Christ that He granted eternal life to us. 
If He never rose, then He did not conquer death.  And we are dead in our trespasses and sins.  
1 Corinthians 15:12-19—Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
The gift of the Spirit.
If He did not rise, He could not ascend. 
If He did not ascend, He could not send the Spirit.  
No resurrection, no ascension; no ascension, no Holy Spirit; no Holy Spirit, no church.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  MacArthur. ] 

John 16:7—But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
He will be the anointing that teaches you so that you need no human teacher.
John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 
The forgiveness of sins.

Ephesians 2:1-9—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

We have a merciful High Priest. 

Hebrews 2:17—Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

He has perfected them forever that are sanctified by the offering of Himself.
Hebrews 10:14—For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
Because His sacrifice was sufficient, our sins are completely forgiven, and the Father’s affirmation is confirmed in the resurrection. 

Jesus’ intercessory work on our behalf.

1 John 2:1-2—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

Hebrews 2:17-18—Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

Hebrews 4:15-16—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
Revelation 12:10—Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.
The distribution of Spiritual Gifts.

The Spirit gives gifts to every Christian.
 
Ephesians 4:7—But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

For the purpose of serving God and His church.

Ephesians 4:11-13—And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Through the Spirit, we have spiritual power.

Matthew 28:16-18—But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Acts 1:8—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

The power that raised Jesus from the dead is living in us as a seal and promise. 

Ephesians 1:13-14—In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Jesus Christ, then, sends us power, the enabling power and authority of the Spirit of God. 
Romans 8:11-13—But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
We are the recipients of incredible blessings.

Ephesians 1:3—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.

Christ is in the heavenly places. 

And as such, He pours out all spiritual blessing on us.
  
Ephesians 2:4-7—But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
It proves the establishment of the church.
Matthew 16:18—I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
The gates of Hades is a Jewish expression meaning death. 
Death will not stop Christ from building His church.  
His death, nor our death, will stop it.  
Death is not going to stop me from building my church.
Ephesians 1:19-23—and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Jesus is not complete without His body.
 He would otherwise be the head without a body.
The church is his completion. 
His church was born in the resurrection.
“This is the highest honor of the church.  That until He is united to us, the Son of God reckons himself in some measure imperfect.  Without consolation it is for us to learn that not until we are in His presence does He possess all his parts or does He wish to be regarded as complete.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Calvin.] 

It proves the realness of a pending judgment.
Jesus' incarnation and first appearing were in humility.
He was hated, mocked, and scorned.
He was a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.
Isaiah 53:3—He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
He was humbled.
Philippians 2:5-8—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
He was accused of being from Satan.
Matthew 12:24—But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”
Jesus was spit upon multiple times as a form of severe mockery and humiliation before his crucifixion. 
Matthew 26:67—Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him.
They executed him as a criminal; He will come back as their judge. 
John 5:21-30—For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 25 Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 30 “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.
Acts 10:39-42—We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.
Acts 17:30-31—Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”
The resurrection, then, is the act of the Father by which He appoints Christ to be the judge.  
He is raised not only for our justification who believe, but for the damnation of those who do not believe.  

The Father attested to Him as Savior, as Son, and as Judge by His resurrection from the dead.
Romans 14:10—But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
2 Corinthians 5:10—For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad…
1 Corinthians 3:10-15—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
It proves that His elect will have an eternal home.
He has gone to prepare a place for us.
John 14:1-3—Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
If there’s no resurrection, there’s no place prepared for us. 
If there’s no place prepared for us, there’s no heaven for us.  
 
Conclusion
The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is paramount to the purposes and promises of God.  Everything hinges on the resurrection.  God's redemptive plan depends on the reality of His coming back from the dead. He did.  He is alive today and forevermore!  

Benediction
Revelation 5:11-12—Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”
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