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2 Peter: Unreasoning Animals, Pt 4
2 Peter 2:17-19

2 Peter 2:17-19—These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 
Context
Peter indicates that the primary incentive for false teachers is financial gain.  It was true in Peter’s time, and it is true today.  In this chapter, Peter has noted that motivation in verses 3 and 14.  To illustrate the point, he compares false teachers to the OT false prophet Balaam (Numbers 2-24; Cf Jude 11).
Some major features characterize the ministry style of false teachers:
1) They are authoritarian.  Ruling in a domineering way and strongly denouncing those who question their authority.
Jeremiah 5:31—The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love it so! But what will you do at the end of it?
3 John 9-10—9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church.
2) They minister in a man-centered way—in a people-pleasing way, in what they want to hear and accept.
Jeremiah 23:16—Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the LORD.
26 How long? Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own heart. 
Ezekiel 13:2—“Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, ‘Listen to the word of the LORD!
Isaiah 30:10—Who say to the seers, “You must not see visions”; And to the prophets, “You must not prophesy to us what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions.
2 Timothy 4:3-4—For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 
3) They preach their own vision (usually including health, wealth, prosperity, and false peace).  
a. Not including messages of God’s holiness, the sinfulness of man, nor total depravity.
b. Instead, they prefer messages that appeal to the carnal appetites of their audience.  
4) They do not adhere to orthodoxy; instead, they have their own self-style approach to delivery, methods, and doctrines.  
Jeremiah 6:16—Thus says the LORD, “Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, Where the good way is, and walk in it; And you will find rest for your souls.
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
a. They distance themselves from the past and historical understanding of scripture, but rather their own interpretation.
b. Many claim to have their own personal revelations from God in their defense.  God told me.
Peter is not fooled by their glamour, nor are their gimmicks—neither shall we.  They will face the consequences of their deception.  The Lord will bring a severe judgment on those who lead people astray from the truth.  
Reasons why False Teachers will be judged harshly 
I. Their attitude
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Peter 2:10b-13a—Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed. 13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong.  
II. Their practice 
2 Peter 2:13b-14—They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.
III. Their motivation
2 Peter 2:15-17—forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 
IV. Their words  
2 Peter 2:17-19—These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 
Peter uses a rapid-fire description of these false teachers.
A. These are springs without water.
Jude 12b—…clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted.
1. Peter uses two metaphors (springs and mists) that describe these false teachers.
2. Both related to water, a most essential commodity in the Middle East.
3. Two poetic figures to express the same thought.  In order to get their full force we should know the Orient where springs are so precious, and mists or fogs are valuable for refreshing all that grows by both moisture and shade.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lenski, 328.] 

4. Those who expect living water from these teachers will be disappointed.  
5. It is only the man in touch with Christ, the water of life, who will find lasting satisfaction, and, indeed, will pour out of his inner being water that will satisfy the thirsty round about.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Green, 114.] 

John 7:37-38—Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 
6. In both cases, they are promises of what appears to be relief, but do not deliver. 
7. Not unlike a mirage in a hot arid land.
8. Springs (pēgē)—fountain, spring, a well fed by a spring.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G4077] 

9. When God condemns the idolatry of Israel, He says that they have abandoned Me, the springs of living water.  
Jeremiah 2:13—“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. 
10. False teachers promise relief but do not deliver.  It is a false hope at best.
11. Rather than being sources of the life-giving waters of the gospel, the false teachers are waterless springs.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ESV Expository Commentary, 395.] 

B. Mists driven by a storm.
1. Mists (nephelē)—a cloud; used of the cloud which led the Israelites in the wilderness.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G3507] 

2. In the eastern Mediterranean region, sea breezes periodically bring in mist and fog that appear to signal rain.  But sometimes the atmospheric moisture stays only briefly and produces no significant rainfall.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, 104.] 

3. Storm (pēgē)—fountain, spring; a well fed by a spring.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G4077] 

Job 38:1—Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said…
4. Instead of being rooted in the gospel, the false teachers are blown around with every wind of false doctrine.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  ESV Expository Commentary, 395.] 

5. False teachers are without substance and provide no life-changing refreshment.
Jude 12—These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted.
C. For whom the black darkness has been reserved.
Jude 13— wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.
1. Black darkness (skotos)—darkness; of night darkness; of darkened eyesight or blindness; Metaph. Of ignorance respecting divine things and human duties, and the accompanying ungodliness and immorality, together with their consequent misery in hell; persons in whom darkness becomes visible and holds sway.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s G4655] 

2. Here the reference is hell, where both fire and smoke exist.
Matthew 13:42—and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Mathew 25:41—“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.
Matthew 8:12—but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matthew 22:13—Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
D. They speak out arrogant words of vanity.
18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity.
1. They used big, ponderous words (‘unnaturally swollen’) in their discourse; but they are words which amount to nothing of significance.  Ostentatious verbosity was their weapon to ensnare the unwary, and licentiousness was the bait on their hook. [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Green, 114.] 

2. They claim to have great wisdom and knowledge and spiritual insights, but they are empty.
3. They sound good and have their followers fooled into believing many profound things.
4. They claim spiritual insights, even direct revelations from God.
5. With these “truths,” they amaze the people.  
E. In reality, they are words of vanity.
1. Words of vanity (mataiotēs)—what is devoid of truth and appropriateness; perverseness, depravity[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Strong’s G3153] 

1 Timothy 1:5-6— But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion.
1 Timothy 6:3-5—If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 
Titus 3:9—But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 
2. Their words are often religious ritualism. 
3. They often included modern-day arguments from religious liberalism.
F. The direction is always to entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality.
1. Such grandiose words are not enough…their appeal is made to lusts; the language used by the deceivers is grandiose; the means are excessed of flesh, i.e. taking the reins off the flesh so that it can run wild.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Lenski, 328.] 

2. They do not seek to bring people the truth, but rather, what people want to hear. 
3. The focus is on people's “felt needs.”
a. People seeking relief from emotionalism: anger, guilt, anxiety, and stress. 
b. Issues that deal with spiritual problems, relational problems, etc.
c. Their focus is on enticing their desires and lusts—carnal responses.
d. They are messages that feed the sensual instincts of their followers.
e. It could be because of their charismatic personalities. 
2 Timothy 3:1-6—But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient, to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses.
4:3-4—For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
f. They target weak, vulnerable women.
G. Those who follow are those who barely escape from the ones who live in error.
1. IOW, they are men and women who, through moral resolution, are trying to better themselves.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  MacArthur, 105.] 

2. They are dissatisfied with the lifestyle of those who live in error.
a. Those who live in error is a term referring to the mass of unregenerate humanity.
b. Error (planē)—a wandering, a straying about; one led astray from the right way, roams hither and thither.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Strong’s G4106] 

c. There are those who seek a better way of life.
Mark 10:17-22—As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments, ‘DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’” 20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.” 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.
d. Some likewise want some form of religious experience.
Acts 8:18-24—Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.” 24 But Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
3. Although they seek a “better life,” it does not mean that they are regenerate.
a. It is often the promise of something better that draws them in.
b. In their dissatisfaction with life, they are vulnerable to a pseudo-gospel advocated by these false, seductive exploitations.
H. They promise freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption.
19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 
1. Although they promise freedom, they bring enslavement.
2. They offer empty guarantees of fulfillment, happiness, purpose, prosperity, and peace.  
3. The irony is that those qualities are lacking in their own lives. 
I. They are overcome and enslaved by their lusts.
…for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 
1. They are dominated by that which has overpowered them.
John 8:34—Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.
Romans 6:16—Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 
2. Their teaching is void of any power.
3. Such a person is “enslaved”; corruption has gained complete mastery over him.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  ESV Expository Commentary, 396.] 

4. They cannot deliver what they themselves do not have.
5. Slavery to sin takes many forms, but in the end, the result is the same: death (Romans 6:20-23).[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid. ] 

6. They do not have true freedom; they cannot give or point one to true freedom because they are devoid of Christ.
7. Christ alone is the One to provide true freedom.

John 8:31-32, 36—So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” …36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
Romans 8:2—For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
Galatians 5:1—It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
Hebrews 2:14-15—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

Conclusion
False teachers in the church today should not surprise any of us.  They usually introduce their destructiveness subtly, twisting the truths of scripture.  The best antidote against false teaching is a continually growing understanding of the true gospel and its power to save and transform.  
Titus 1:9—holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

Benediction 
Colossians 3:15-17—Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
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