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May 17, 2026
2 Peter: The Coming Day of the Lord, Pt 2
2 Peter 3:5-10
2 Peter 3:1-10—This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
Context
Peter is desirous of urging believers toward greater spiritual maturity in the true knowledge of Christ.  That includes a clear defense against the false teachers, including their skepticism surrounding the imminent return of Jesus. 

He is emphasizing the need to grow in grace and knowledge, and live a holy life, pleasing to Him in every respect and in great anticipation of the coming Day of the Lord.

Jesus said: 
Matthew 16:27—For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.

In this portion of the text, Peter gives us the arguments mockers make as well as the arguments that support the return of Christ.  The arguments mockers make about why Jesus is not returning take three forms. 
Mocker’s Arguments 
I. Their scorn 
3a Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking…
A. These are individuals who recognize the promise of His coming, but they reject it as being true.
B. The purpose of their mocking is to intimidate and ridicule those who believe.
II. Their morality 
3b …following after their own lusts following after their own lusts, 
A. Immorality is at the heart of their denial.
B. Following after (poreuō)—It denotes a course of conduct or long-term behavior. 
III. Their assumption
4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”
A. They taunt by asking the question.
4a and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming?
B. Their denial supports their libertinism (AKA license, antinomianism). 
1. The connection is obvious. 
2. Who could let himself go into immoral excess if he believed that the Lord is ready to return to judgment at any time?[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Lenski, 335.] 

C. Uniformitarianism—is the geological doctrine that present-day processes—operating at similar rates and intensities—have shaped Earth's history over immense time spans, summarized as "the present is the key to the past". Proposed by James Hutton and popularized by Charles Lyell, it rejects reliance on sudden catastrophes (catastrophism) in favor of gradualism. Modern geology uses this principle to interpret Earth's history, recognizing that both gradual (erosion) and rapid (volcanic) processes operate throughout time.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  National Geographic Society] 

D. The biblical view of the universe, then, sees creation as an open system—in which God has ordained a uniform operation of natural causes, but also a universe in which He has intervened and still does intervene.  
E. To be sure, God has created uniformity and structure in His creation.  
1. There are natural laws and universal processes.
2. These function to provide order and prevent chaos.
F. The premise that they make is that this is a stable, unchanging world.  Moreover, because their premise is false, their conclusion is likewise false (there will be no parousia).[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Green, 129.] 

To contest these false claims made by false teachers, Peter gives four primary sources for Christ’s return. 
Believer’s Arguments 
I. The Scriptures
2 Peter 3:1-2—This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.
A. He has written to these believers initially and is sending another letter.

B. He identifies them as “beloved” because of his pastoral heart and genuine concern for them.

C. He wants to remind them of these things by “stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder.”

1. To avoid any lethargy, drift, or complacency, he is stirring them up (arousing them from sleep).[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Strong’s G1326] 


2. It also includes a seriousness or spiritual urgency in his exhortation.

3. At regeneration, the Spirit of God gives the believer a sincere mind.  

a. He gives us new life.

b. He gives us a new mind to think differently—holy, undefiled, and renewed.

c. We are continually renewing our minds practically in a way that is consistent with our position of being made new.  

d. The scripture renews our mind.

Ephesians 4:22-24—that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

D. It is the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets. 

1. There are repeated OT references (through the prophets) where they speak of God’s coming judgment.  

Isaiah 66:15-16—For behold, the LORD will come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For the LORD will execute judgment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those slain by the LORD will be many.

Malachi 4:1-3—“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” 2 “But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. 3 You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,” says the LORD of hosts.

2. From Isaiah (the beginning of the OT prophets) to Malachi (the end of the OT prophets), the theme of God’s final judgement (“The Day of the Lord”) is announced and preached.

(Cf. Ezek 30:3; Joel 2:31; Mic 1:3-4; Zeph 1:14-18; 3:8; Mal 4:5)

E. Additionally, it was spoken by the apostles as they received the commandments from the Lord and Savior.  

1. These apostles had a special relationship with the church.  

2. Some were authors of Scripture.

3. All could speak of the person and work of Christ from a personal perspective.  

4. The New Testament reflects this intense anticipation by referencing Jesus’ return, whether directly or indirectly, in every New Testament book except Philemon and 3 John.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Nathan Busenitz, 122.] 


5. In the two hundred sixty chapters of the NT, there are about 300 instances in which Christ’s apostles make reference to His second coming.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, 117.] 


Revelation 19:11-16—And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

6. Not in dissimilar fashion from the OT prophets (start to finish) speaking of The Day of the Lord, from the gospels (starting in Mathew) to Revelation, you have references to the second coming of the Lord with unwavering confidence.  

II. The historical narrative
2 Peter 3:5-7—For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
A. NT writers often recall historical events to make particular points.
1 Corinthians 10:1-6—For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved... (through v13).
(Cf. Hebrews 11)
Romans 15:4—For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
B. The same practice was done by Jesus.
Luke 11:29-32—As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, “This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise up with the men of this generation at the judgment and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.
17:26-32—And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; 29 but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day, the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house must not go down to take them out; and likewise the one who is in the field must not turn back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 
C. Peter uses historical events to prove the Second Coming.  
Peter simply states the two facts that escape these wise fellows.  The one fact lies in the past, namely, the Flood; the other in the future.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Lenski, 341.] 

D. When false teachers deny miraculous events (creation and flood), they ignore the facts.
3. The obvious facts “escapes their notice.”
4. Escapes their notice (lanthanō)—to be hidden, to be hidden from one, secretly, unawares, without knowing[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G2990] 

i. KJV renders it “willingly are ignorant of”.
ii. The facts are not simply dodged; rather, they purposefully shut their eyes to the truth. 
iii. They willfully ignore biblical accounts of divine retribution.
iv. They do not want to face the implications of turning from their sins.  
v. This attitude fits with their libertarian position and grants them freedom to live as they please.  
5. This self-induced blindness causes them to discount two very clear historical events that disprove their theory on uniformitarian views (all the systems work over long periods, and there are no “catastrophic” events).
E. Two obvious events:
1. Creation.
i. By the word of God, the heavens existed long ago.
ii. The Lord God instantly brought into existence the universe into being.
Genesis 1:1—In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
iii. He needed no preexisting materials.
Genesis 1:2—The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 
iv. He did so without long periods of time. 
v. Although God is eternal, His creation marked the beginning of the universe in time and space.  
vi. The Genesis account (Chs 1-2), supports a relatively recent creation and a young earth—one especially out of nothing in six consecutive, twenty-four hour days.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  MacArthur, 118.] 

vii. Although Peter uses the phrase “existed long ago,” it does not imply a creation billions of years old.  Several thousand years would have been sufficient.  
2. The Flood (v6).
C. As God created the heavens, the earth was divinely formed out of water and by water.  
1. God shaped the earth between two areas of watery mass.
Genesis 1:6-9—Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. 8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. 9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 
2. On the second day of creation, he collected the upper waters into something like a vapor canopy around the entire earth, and the lower waters into underground reservoirs, rivers, lakes, and seas.
3. On the third day of creation, He separated the land from the water, allowing dry earth to appear.
Genesis 1:10—God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good. 
4. It is in this pre-flood environment that Adam and Eve lived under the vapor canopy shielded from the sun’s harmful radiation. As a result, they lived much longer lives than we do today. 
Genesis 5:5—So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died.
5. Although the environment was ideal, the progressive nature of sin got much worse.  God flooded the earth in judgment, only preserving the lives of eight people.
Genesis 6:5-8, 11-13—Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD…11 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.
D. Peter reminds these believers of that historical event.
6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 
1. The “world” was not primarily the physical earth, but the sinful spiritual world order.  
1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
2. The flood that ensued was catastrophic. 
3. Flooded (kataklyzō)—to overwhelm with water, to submerge, deluge.[footnoteRef:11] From which we get our English word cataclysm.   [11:  Strong’s G2626] 

i. Waters that flooded the earth came from two vast sources: subterranean reservoirs and the canopy created on day two (the waters which were above the expanse (Gen 1:7).
Genesis 7:11, 8:2—In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened...  2 Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky was restrained.
ii. Together, those two sources provided enough water to encompass the entire globe with rain for forty days and nights (Gen 7:12).[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  MacArthur, 119.] 

E. These false teachers refused to view these events correctly—willful ignorance.
F. Judgment will come to the earth again, not by a universal flood, but by fire.
7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire.
Job 21:30—For the wicked is reserved for the day of calamity; They will be led forth at the day of fury.
Psalms 9:7—But the LORD abides forever; He has established His throne for judgment.
Matthew 13:40-42—So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
25:31-33, 41—“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left…41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.
Romans 2:5—But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,
Hebrews 9:27—And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.
10:27—but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.
G. The means of the judgment will come in a like manner as the flood, by the power and authority of His word.
7 But by His word…
1. Point of interest: Just as the abundant presence of water facilitated the Flood, so the pervasiveness of fire makes a future inferno credible.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  MacArthur, 120.] 

2. The galaxies consist of billions of burning stars (the core reaches 27 million degrees Fahrenheit).
3. The Earth’s core contains a huge volume of molten rock (~12,400 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Tungsten (atomic symbol W, from wolfram) is the hardest, most heat-resistant metal on Earth, with the highest melting point of any pure element at 6,192 degrees Fahrenheit.  
4. The earth’s crust (10 miles thick) separates us from a blazing interior.
5. All of creation is made up of atoms.  The potential destructive force God has placed within the atom is staggering.
6. When He is ready, God will use that kind of nuclear energy in an atomic holocaust that will disintegrate the universe.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Ibid.  ] 

III.  The eternal perspective
2 Peter 3:8—But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
IV. The patience of God
2 Peter 3:9— The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
V. The certainty of His judgment 
2 Peter 3:10—But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
Conclusion 
Peter’s warning is clear: God has kept the universe for the Day of Judgment and destruction of the ungodly men.  He will come and he will execute judgment.   Just as in Noah’s time, the final Day of Judgment will be for ungodly men and not for believers.
Matthew 25:41—“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.
Luke 3:17—His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
John 5:29—and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
The Lord will deliver his own out of the world before He unleashes His final wrath.
Malachi 3:16-18—Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name. 17 “They will be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.” 18 So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.

Benediction 
2 Thessalonians 3:16— Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
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