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The Five Solas: the Gospel and Sola Gratia 
Ephesians 2:1-10

Ephesians 2:1-10—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Context
We live in a world that continues to try to change the meaning of words.  Those who would alter its intended meaning to suit their own agenda and purposes.  
Isaiah 5:20-21—Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight!
“Gospel” would be one of those words.  It is perhaps the most treasured term used by believers in the New Testament.  The gospel is what we believe that transforms.  We are saved because we believed by faith in the saving grace of the gospel.  It is the gospel that gives us the way to God; the forgiveness of sins; the escape from hell, and a life in heaven.  
Because that is true, it seems clear that there would be many, including Satan, who would like to confuse the gospel by either adding to it, subtracting from it, or redefining it. 
Ephesians 1:11-14—also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
God’s redemptive purposes in the believer's life that God predestined and ordained in the past, come to a reality (v13) when you lived by the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and you believed.  
Listening to the message of truth & the gospel of your salvation are parallel statements. Salvation is dependent upon believing the gospel (the true message from God).
Colossians 1:5—because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel.
1 Thessalonians 2:4, 9—but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts…9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 
Revelation 14:6—And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people.

I. We clarify the Gospel

A. Gospel (euangelion)—good tidings; good news; the glad tidings of salvation through Christ; the proclamation of the grace of God manifest and pledged in Christ.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s G2098] 

B. It is the message from heaven about salvation. 
C. It is used 77 times in the New Testament—gospel (46x), gospel of Christ (11x), the gospel of God (7x), the gospel of the kingdom (3x); miscellaneous (10x).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. ] 

Acts 20:24—But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
D. It is the word from which we get “evangelize” or “evangelical”.
E. Therefore, we cannot understand it without it being:  
1. Communicated.
2. Spoken.
3. Announced.
4. Preached.
5. Proclaimed.
6. Heard.
7. Believed.
F. Preaching the gospel means that we must use words.  
Romans 10:14-17—How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!” 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
G. People cannot believe unless they hear because someone is speaking, and the message of Christ is proclaimed. 
Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
H. The gospel is the good news that God saves sinners by His grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, resulting in a transformed life for His glory.
I. Jesus came preaching the gospel (synoptic gospels).
1. The apostles were told to take the gospel into all the world.
2. Peter preached the gospel.
3. John preached the gospel.
4. Paul preached the gospel.
J. Bottom line: there is no salvation apart from hearing the gospel and believing the gospel. 
II. We hold fast to the Gospel 
"Hold fast" means to remain firmly committed to a belief, principle, or course of action, even when faced with adversity or pressure to change. It is a call to stay strong, persevere, and refuse to waver.

Hebrews 10:23—Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

1 Thessalonians 5:21—But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.

Revelation 3:11—I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

2 Timothy 1:13 (KJV)—Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
A. The gospel must be protected.
B. It is under constant assault.
C. Perversion of the gospel.
2 Corinthians 11:3-4—But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 
Galatians 1:6-9—I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
D. Because of this potential perversion, Paul warns about a different Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel.  
E. To be clear: the gospel is not: 
1. Social reform.
2. Moral improvement.
3. Human effort.
4. Good works.
F. The gospel is about a holy, righteous God saving lost sinners who have no ability of their own to merit His favor.
1. By grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
a. Grace Alone (Sola Gratia): Salvation is an entirely free, unearned gift of God's favor, not a reward for human merit, goodness, or effort.

b. Faith Alone (Sola Fide): We are justified (declared righteous) before God solely by believing in Jesus, trusting in His sacrifice rather than relying on our own "good works."

c. Christ Alone (Solus Christus): Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and humanity; only His death and resurrection pay the penalty for sin.
2. That clearly and distinctly summarizes the biblical teaching that salvation is an unearned gift from God, received by believing in Jesus, and entirely dependent on His sacrificial work.
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III.  We define the Gospel
A. Paul’s definition (Cf. Ephesians 2:1-10).
B. It is God’s grace that saves sinners.
C. It is all by grace; it is only by grace; it is grace alone (Sola gratia).
 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).
 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.
Titus 3:4-7—But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
D. Paul identifies six truths.
1. Salvation from God is from our sin (vv1-3).
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
a) This is the reality of the human condition.
b) We were spiritually dead.
c) Because of this, we were separated from God.
d) We walked according to our own sinful desires.
e) We followed the controlling influence of Satan and the world.
f) We were sons of our father, the devil.
g) Sin is our greatest problem. We are dead.  What we need is life that only God can freely, graciously provide. 
h) We are rescued from spiritual death.
2. Salvation is richly given by God in love (v4).
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us.
a) God is by nature a loving God.
b) His love is demonstrated through the sending of His Son to give His life as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).
c) God demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8).
d) God so loved that He gave us the best gift—Himself.
John 3:16—“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
e) The greatest expression of love is that God gave Himself for sinners.
f) God saves because of His mercy.
3. Salvation is God making us alive (5a).
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ…
a) Our pre-conversion: dead.  Our post-conversion state: alive.
Colossians 1:13-14—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
b) Our conversion means we have new life, a new identity, and a new relationship with the eternal God.
c) We have been immersed in Christ and His death (metaphorical sense).
Romans 6:3-4—Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
d)  We have died with Christ; we now live with Christ.
e) God gives new life. 
4. Salvation is for Glory (vv6-7).
6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
a) As the recipients of His grace, He raises us up.
Ephesians 1:20—which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.
b) We are displays of redemption.  
c) We are trophies of His redeeming love.
d) To be so unworthily lavished with such a lofty position is a clear demonstration of His mercy on display.  
e) He raised us with Him so that we might be recipients of grace.
f) God saves us so that His grace can be on display for all eternity.
g) Additionally, His kindness can be known.
h) In the end, He receives all the glory.  
i) God displays His grace. 
5. Salvation is through faith.
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
a) Salvation is by grace alone.
b) Salvation is through faith alone.
c) It is a gift of God.  
d) Works do not earn it.
e) Any effort does not achieve it.
f) It is not based on any human accomplishment.
g) Why?  Because the outcome is so that no one may boast. 
h) As a result, it is God alone who gets all the glory (Sola Gloria Deo).
i) Salvation is God’s gift.
6. Salvation is unto good works.
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
a) Good works are not the cause of salvation; they are the result of salvation.
b) The transforming power of God makes us instruments in the hands of the Redeemer.  
c) God is glorifies Himself through us.  
d) Changed lives will produce fruit.
Matthew 7:18—A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.
Luke 6:43-45—For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. 45 The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.
Conclusion
Thoughts to ponder:
1. Do I genuinely understand the true gospel? 
2. Am I tempted to add anything to God's grace? 
3. When I hear things added to the gospel, how do I respond?
4. Am I depending on Christ alone for salvation? 
5. Does my life demonstrate the transformation God has made? 
6. Am I willing to clearly proclaim the gospel to others? 
To rightly discern how we are to understand the core biblical truth of the gospel is of critical importance.  Any deviation or manipulation of its meaning is damning.  When we gloriously understand and believe its profound truths, it will be transformational.  
The gospel is the good news of salvation from sin, by love, into life, for glory through faith, and unto good works.[footnoteRef:4]  It is not a message about what we do for God.  It is the good news about what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. [4:  MacArthur.] 

Benediction 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24—Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
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