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The Five Solas: Sola Fide, Pt 2
Hebrews 10:38-11:3

Hebrews 10:38-11:3—BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 

Context
The sixteenth-century Protestant Reformation was a profound series of events that had huge implications to the church.  The Roman Catholic Church had perverted the truths of the gospel and had denied the free gift of salvation from God by grace alone (sola gratia) by intertwining God's grace with human merit, sacramental participation, penance, indulgences, and other works. 
At the heart of the Reformation was a renewed commitment to the authority of Scripture and the recovery of the biblical gospel. Reformers such as Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, and others became convinced that the church had departed from the clear teaching of God's Word regarding salvation. 
Sinners are declared righteous before God solely through faith in Jesus Christ. This truth became known as Sola Fide—"faith alone." Martin Luther described justification by faith alone as "the article upon which the church stands or falls" because if salvation depends even in part on human effort, the sufficiency of Christ's finished work is diminished. Scripture teaches that Christ accomplished everything necessary for our salvation through His perfect life, substitutionary death, and victorious resurrection.
Ephesians 2:8–9—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Romans 3:28—For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 
Faith is not a work that merits salvation; it is simply the empty hand that receives the gift God freely gives in Christ.
This truth is beautifully illustrated in the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews was written to first-century Jews.  It was during that time that the Jews saw everything as a matter of works.  Even after being shown the basic truths of the New Covenant, they tended to try to fit these new principles into the mold of works righteousness. The writer is arguing that the New is better than the Old.  Christ is superior to the angels, Moses, the OT Prophets, Aaron/the Levitical priesthood, the Old Covenant Law, the Old Covenant Sacrifices, Joshua, and the earthly tabernacle.  Because He is superior, come to Him.  

Judaism at that time was no longer the supernatural system God had originally given.  It had been twisted into a works system, with all kinds of legalistic requirements: self-effort, self-salvation, self-glorification.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, 285.] 


This was far from the faith that the Old Testament had provided.
Habakkuk 2:4—Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the righteous will live by his faith.
Faith is the way to life, and faith is the way to live.  There has never been any other way.[footnoteRef:3]  The principle of faith did not originate with the New Covenant.  It was active the moment man fell and needed a way back to God.  [3:  Ibid, 286.] 

The theme of faith connects with Hebrews 10, as the writer has already presented the principle of salvation by faith, of which the saints named in chapter 11 are examples. 

Hebrews 11 is often called the hall of faith, the faith chapter, the honor roll of faith.  It contains many examples of men and women who lived by faith.  Nestled between is a definition of faith.   
I. Faith defined
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (NASB95)
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)
A. Two parallel phrases (almost identical)
1. The assurance of things hoped for…
a. Faith takes something hoped for but not realized and gives it substance.
b. Faith has substance or weight.
c. We have faith in things hoped for, things not seen, things that we do not possess, and things yet to come.  
d. These OT saints had nothing but promises on which to rest.
e. Speaking of faith is not an abstraction; rather, we are speaking of the kind of bankable, life-transforming confidence in something that has been promised to you that is as yet not realized.
f. Promises of God (in part):[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Gotquestions.org/promises-of-God.html] 

i. God promised to bless Abraham (Abrahamic Covenant) and, through his descendants, the whole world (Gen 12:2–3). 
ii. God promised Israel to be their God and make them His people (Lev 26:12–13). Played out throughout the OT.  
iii. God promised that if we search for Him, we will find Him (Deut 4:29).
iv. God promised protection for His children (Psalm 121). 
v. God promised that His love will never fail (1 Chron 16:34). 
vi. God promised Israel that their sin could be forgiven, their prosperity restored, and their nation healed (2 Chron 7:14). 
vii. God, under the Mosaic Covenant, promised prosperity to Israel for obedience and destruction for disobedience (Deut 30:15–18). Sadly, they disobeyed, and the resulting captivity and destruction ensued.  
viii. God promised blessing for all who will delight themselves in His Word (Ps 1:1–3). 
ix. God promises eternal salvation to those have true faith and believe (Rom 1:16–17). 
x. God promised that all things will work for our good for His glory to those who love God (Rom 8:28). 
xi. God promised comfort in our trials (2 Cor 1:3–4). 
xii. God promised new life in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). 
xiii. God promised every spiritual blessing in Christ (Eph 1:3). 
xiv. Our inheritance is reserved for us (1 Pet 1:4).
xv. God promised to finish the work He started in us (Phil 1:6). 
xvi. God promised peace when we pray (Phil 4:6–7). 
xvii. God promised to supply our needs (Matt 6:33; Phil 4:19). 
xviii. Jesus promised rest (Matt 11:28–30).
xix. Jesus promised abundant life to those who follow Him (Jn 10:10). 
xx. Jesus promised eternal life to those who trust Him (Jn 4:14). 
xxi. Jesus promised His disciples power from on high (Acts 1:8). 
xxii. Jesus promised that He will return for us (John 14:2–3). 
xxiii. Many more promises of God could be listed. All of them find their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, “the radiance of God’s glory” (Heb 1:3). 
xxiv. “No matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 Cor 1:20).
g. Faith provides the firm ground on which we stand.
2. The conviction of things not seen.
a. The parallel idea carries the same truth but a bit further: an outward display of an inward assurance.
b. The person of faith lives out his faith.
c. His inward convictions give rise to a life that reflects those deep principles.
II. Faith gains God’s approval 
2 For by it the men of old gained approval.
A. Nothing else will gain God’s approval but faith.
1. God recognizes a person's faith.
2. God makes His approval known by those who believe what He says.
3. God’s approval may be manifested in different ways, but God is pleased when we believe Him.
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 
B. Faith is not one-way to please God; it is the only way to please Him. 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 
1. No matter what else a person may think, say, or do for or in the name of God, it is meaningless and worthless apart from faith.
2. God cannot possibly approve it.
Matthew 7:22-23—Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
C. God is the only sure answer to all of life.  Life cannot be rightly understood without the sovereign God of the universe giving meaning and purpose.
D. Only the God who made man can ever truly satisfy man.  
E. Men who have faith and genuinely believe in God and His word do not make a blind leap of faith.  Rather, they put their faith in a future reality that, because of their faith, God will make certain and sure for them.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 292.] 

F. Therefore, believing in God gives reason for living and for dying.
Steven in Acts 7 gave us an example of how to live and how to die.  Something to live for and something to die for.  
III. Faith illustrated
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 
A. The Jewish recipients of this letter already had a faith in God.
1. They believed God created the universe and everything in it.
2. They believed without having been present to witness it.
3. They saw the evidence of it and wholeheartedly believed in the Creator God.
4. Their scripture had taught about it, and they believed by faith, not by sight.
B. God created the universe as well as its operation simply by His Word.
1. World (aiōn)—for ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time, eternity; the worlds, universe; all that exists; not limited to material things, but the created universe of time.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G165] 

i. Designates the physical universe itself.
ii. Also its operation or administration.
2. Word (rhēma)—that which is or has been uttered by the living voice, thing spoken; fit by the world of God, by the utterance of God.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G4487] 

Genesis1:3—Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
i. God created simply by speaking.
ii. He created from nothing (at least physical or visible) everything we do see.  He called everything into existence out of absolutely nothing.
iii. That is an extraordinary claim.  Perhaps the greatest claim.
iv. Moses recorded what God told him to write and he did so in Genesis 1-2.  There is no evolution there because no evolution took place.
v. The universe is not the product of billions of years of stuff shaping into what we now see. What we now see is exactly what God created in six days. [footnoteRef:8]   [8:  JMac. ] 

vi. Unbelievers find it hard to accept that understanding creation comes entirely by faith.
C. The origins of the earth have been a long-standing enigma for many. 
1. Scientists and philosophers seek diligently for answers.
2. They identify theories that shift and change over time because they get disproved by another or are less plausible.
3. When people reject God, they reject the only source of answers, meaning, and hope.
4. Science, by definition, is limited to the observable, measurable, and repeatable.  The creation of the universe is not a repeatable event.  Additionally, there was only One person there—God Himself.
5. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, a truth the world’s most brilliant thinkers have not discovered and cannot discover on their own.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  MacArthur, 293.] 

6. We know that all truth is God’s truth.  Some of it—the natural world—is discoverable with our eyes, ears, touch, and intellect.  A great deal more of it; however, is not.  It is apprehended only by faith, for which the Christian should make no apology. [footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Ibid.] 

Conclusion
2 Corinthians 5:7—for we walk by faith, not by sight.
This dichotomy between faith and sight captures the description of faith that opens Hebrews 11.  However, deeply ingrained instincts often attune our expectations and emotions, our attitudes and actions, more to the circumstances we see than to the voice of God who speaks in Scripture.  To please God by taking Him at His word for things we cannot see, we must resist the attention-hoarding demands of the visible.  At creation, God’s unseen Word brought about all that our senses now perceive, and the Son’s powerful word still sustains His universe (Hebrews 1:3).  The primacy of God’s speech over our sight still stands.  Trust that truth, and act in its light.  God will be pleased.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Expository Commentary, 164.] 

The world has and will continue to devise and reject theories on many things that God has revealed in His Word.  In the end, faith is the only way to God.  
1 Corinthians 2:9-10—but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Benediction 
Revelation 22:21—The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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