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The Five Solas: Sola Scriptura
Psalm 19
Psalm 19—The heavens are telling of the glory of God;
And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,
And night to night reveals knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words;
Their voice is not heard.
4 Their line has gone out through all the earth,
And their utterances to the end of the world.
In them He has placed a tent for the sun,
5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber;
It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.
6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens,
And its circuit to the other end of them;
And there is nothing hidden from its heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.
10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;
In keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.
13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins;
Let them not rule over me;
Then I will be blameless,
And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.

Context
Too often we fail to treasure Scripture as we should. Apart from God Himself, the Bible is our greatest treasure because it is His very self-revelation to humanity.
We devote ourselves to studying God's Word because every word has been breathed out by the Creator Himself. Therefore, we must never underestimate the necessity of faithfully teaching, carefully understanding, and joyfully obeying all that He has revealed.
The divine inspiration of Scripture gives us complete confidence in everything it teaches. Because the Bible is God's authoritative Word, it not only assures us of its truthfulness but also obligates us to submit to it in faithful obedience. Our beliefs, our conduct, and our ministry must all be shaped and governed by the unchanging authority of God's Word.
Hebrews 1:1-2—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2]in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
In Psalm 19, God has revealed Himself and His glory in two ways: vv1-6 show us His glory in His world (general revelation), and vv7-14 God reveals Himself in His Word (specific revelation).  
 2 Primary Ways God has Revealed Himself and His Glory 
	World
	Word

	General
	Specific

	Nonverbal Revelation
	Verbal Revelation

	Unwritten
	Written

	Revelation without words
	Revelation with words


I. General Revelation, vv1-6
[bookmark: _GoBack]God revealed in Creation.
General revelation in that it is available to all. It is enough to condemn. 
A. God’s Creation.
1. It is a praise to God.
2. God put Himself on display through the created universe and all that is in it.
3. Although all the created order points to Him, the Psalmist identifies particular things, namely the macro-creation in the sun.  
Romans 1:20—For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.
In spite of the fact that the sky does not make sounds, it gets the message across[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Peacock, 19. ] 

B. He has put the sun in the tent of the universe to put Himself on display.
C. The Point: the universe's revelation of God in His world is clear and unmistakable.  It all points to the Creator and His deity so that men are without excuse if they do not believe.
Cicero: “What can be so plain and so clear as when we behold the heavens and view the heavenly bodies, that we should conclude there is some deity of a most excellent mind by whom these things are governed?”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Plumer, 254.] 

II. Specific Revelation, vv7-11
God revealed in His Word.  Specific revelation is available to the elect. It is enough to save. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.

· There are 6 lines of parallel thoughts.
· There are 6 times the covenant name of Yahweh God the Creator is used (of the Lord). Because Scripture comes from God (God-breathed).

Hebrews 1:1-2—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

2 Timothy 3:16—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.

· There are 6 titles for Scripture (different terms for written revelation).
· There are 6 characteristics of Scripture (adjectives to describe it).
· There are 6 benefits from Scripture (what the Bible does).
· This is God’s own word concerning His Word.

A. 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;
1. Title: The law of God.
a. This is God’s divine instruction.  
James 1:25—But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.
b. Law (tôrâ)—law, direction, instruction.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s H8451] 

2. Characteristic: Perfect (tāmîm)—complete, whole, entire, sound; comprehensive.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strong’s H8549] 

a. The idea is not so much that it has no imperfections; it is perfect as opposed to incomplete.
b. Nothing can be added to it; nothing can be taken from it.
c. Lacking nothing; more importantly, it possesses everything.
d. It is everything it needs to be.
3. Benefit: It restores the soul.
a. Soul (nep̄eš)—soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being, desire, emotion, passion.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s H5315] 

b. Referring to the inner person vs the material body.
c. Restores—revive, restore, refresh, convert, transform (totally transform). 
d. The Point: Scripture is divine instruction, fully comprehensive and flawless, and can completely transform the inner person.
B. 7bThe testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
1. Title: Testimony of the Lord.
a. This is divine witness.
b. Divine instruction (7a); Divine witness (7b).
c. God Himself testifies to who He is and what He decrees.  His will is established by His testimony and communicated through His Word.
2 Peter 1:19-21—So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
2. Characteristic: It is sure.
a. Sure ('āman)—to support, confirm, be faithful.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s H539] 

b. Translated: believe (44x), assurance (1x), faithful (20x), sure (11x), established (7x), trust (5x), verified (3x), steadfast (2x), etc. 
c. Sure in contrast to the unsure and unreliable opinions of man.
3. Benefit: It makes simple people wise.
a. Simple—simplicity, naiveté, foolish, open-minded.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s H6612] 

b. A simple-minded person is a person with the door of their mind open.
c. That may sound virtuous, but it is not—be discerning.
d. Application: how does one close the door and become a discerning person?
Psalm 1:1-3—How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers. 
i. “There’s no virtue in exposure to lies and deception.”[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  MacArthur.] 

ii. Wisdom to the Hebrews is skill in practical living.  
iii. One needs to apply biblical truth to navigate the course of life wisely. 
iv. God is the source of all wisdom; therefore, it is the knowledge of Him through His Word that instructs us in mastering the art of living well.
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
C. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
1. Title: Precepts.
a. Precepts (piqqûḏîm)—statute; commandment; doctrine.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s H6490] 

b. Precepts are doctrines or truths.
c. God does not give us suggestions on following Him; He gives us precepts/doctrines/truths to be obeyed.
2. Characteristic: They are right.
a. Right (yāšār)—straight, upright, correct, level.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Strong’s H3477] 

b. The meaning is not so much right from wrong, but right as in right path.  
c. The doctrines of God reveal the right path.
Psalm 119:105—Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
3. Benefit: Rejoices the heart.
a. Rejoice (śāmaḥ)—to be glad; joy; merry.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Strong’s H8055] 

1 John 1:4—These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.
Colossians 3:16—Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
b. Joy is the byproduct of applying God’s truth from His Word to every life circumstance.  It is walking the right path because it is well illumined.  
Luke 11:28—But He [Jesus] said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”
Acts 8:39—When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.
D. The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
1. Title: Commandment.
a. Commandment (miṣvâ)—precept, law, ordinances.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Strong’s H4687] 

b. His commandment is divine, authoritative, and comes with consequences (either blessings or judgment).  
2. Characteristic: It is pure.
a. Pure (bar)—clear, sincere, transparent, easily understood, accessible.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Strong’s H1249] 

b. God’s Word is unambiguous and clear direction for life.
c. “Perspicuity of Scripture”—Perspicuity means clarity, lucidity, and plainness in speech, writing, or ideas.  It is the quality of being easy to understand and free from confusion.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Merriam-Webster.] 

d. The Bible is not an antiquated book of antiquity.  
Hebrews 4:12—For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
e. Jesus expected the Jews of His day to understand the OT.  He repeatedly said, “Have you not read…” (Matthew 19:4, Et al.).
f. Paul expected converted pagan Gentiles to grasp the truths from his writings (i.e., Corinthians, Romans, Galatians, etc.).  
g. Believers have the mind of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 2:16—For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
3. Benefit: it enlightens the eyes.
a. Enlightens ('ôr)—to be or become light, shine; light, shine; enlighten; break of day.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Strong’s H215] 

b. What was dark has now become clear.
E. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
1. Title: Fear of the Lord.
a. Fear (yir'â)—terror, awesome or terrifying thing; respect, reverence, piety.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Strong’s H3374] 

b. We have a healthy fear of God in divine worship.
c. We have an awe or reverence for God.
d. The Point: God’s Word is a manual on worship. It instructs us on how we are to reverence Him.
e. We often pray Scripture back to God.
John 4:24—God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
Proverbs 9:10—The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
2. Characteristic: it is clean.
a. Clean (ṭâhôr)—pure; free from corruption; free from error, free from defilement.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Strong’s H2889] 

Psalm 12:6—The words of the LORD are pure words;
As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.
Proverbs 30:5 (KJV)—Every word of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
3. Benefit: it endures forever.
a. The evidence that it is pure and clean is that it endures forever.
b. Things that are tainted with sin die.  Things that are pure, clean, and free from defilement endure forever. 
Corrupt things decay. That which is pure endures.  Since the Word of God is entirely pure, being without any deficiency, error, fault, or inadequacy, it along with the God who spoke it is the most enduring of all things.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  JMB, 173.] 

c. Major Point: Scripture’s own testimony is that it is without error, and therefore, eternal.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  MacArthur. ] 

Matthew 5:18—For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Psalm 119:89—Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.
d. Application: Are we really that foolish to think that we can improve on the Scriptures?  Do we really think that we have better insights and conclusions than the Almighty?
F. The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.
1. Title: Judgments.
a. Judgments (mišpāṭ)—judgment, justice, ordinances, the act of deciding a case; to judicate from the divine bench; divine verdicts.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Strong’s H4941] 

2. Characteristic: They are true.
a. True ('ĕmeṯ)—firmness, faithfulness, truth, sureness, reliable, stable.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Strong’s H571] 

b. The true Judge gives true verdicts regarding all matters.
c. In a postmodern world of relative truth, the Bible stands out as the only source of pure truth.  
2 Timothy 3:7—always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
3. Benefit:  They are righteous altogether.
a. He is true; His Word is true; He is righteous altogether.  
b. God’s Words are righteous; they produce righteousness.
c. His Word is sufficient to make us altogether righteous. 
d. The Point: God’s Word can radically transform the human heart and conform us into Christ-likeness. 
III. Personal Transformation, vv10-14
A. God revealed in the believer’s heart. 
10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.
1. It is our greatest treasure—more desirable than gold.
2. It is our greatest pleasure—sweeter than honey.
3. It is our greatest protector—we are warned.
Psalm 119:11—Your word I have treasured in my heart,
That I may not sin against You.
4. It is our greatest provider of rewards—there is great reward in keeping them. 
B. David is applying what he has been learning to himself.  
C. Who can discern his errors?
12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults. 13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; Let them not rule over me; Then I will be blameless, and I shall be acquitted of great transgression. 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.
1. Rhetorical question with a negative answer: who can see?  No one.  
2. Errors—mistakes, sins; committed without the person being conscious of having done so. [footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Peacock, 23.] 

D. Acquit me of hidden faults.
1. Deliver me—free me; exempt me; let me be without guilt; forgive me; do not punish me. [footnoteRef:24]  [24:  Ibid, 24.] 

2. Hidden faults—things that are hidden; i.e. the sins that I do not know about.
E. Keep back your servant from presumptuous sins.  
3. In contrast to v12 of hidden faults, here the request is the deliberate, conscious sins are in focus.  These sins one knows about, as they are deliberate choices made by the person.
4. Here is prayer for restraining and supporting grace.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Plumer. 260.] 

In these final three verses is the climax of the Psalm.  For in them the psalmist applies what he had been learning to himself.  They show that he has been learning.  His response to God’s self-revelation falls into two categories: prayer and appeal.[footnoteRef:26]   [26:  JMB, 174-5.] 

F. The Scriptures have a purifying effect on our hearts. 
1. We need to have an outside source to convict us of our sins.  We are far too adept at rationalizing and justifying our attitudes and actions that displease the Lord and that miss the mark.  
2. His truth exposes us and shines light on our sin.
3. David is referring to defection and apostasy.  He is saying, “When I look at my own heart, I know I would stumble.  I know I will defect and become an apostate on my own.  I am prone to wander and know that I would go astray without Your book.”[footnoteRef:27] [27:  JMac. ] 

4. We see the transforming effect of God’s revelation.
a. The progression of David in the Psalm: admiration of God’s glory in creation to submission to God’s Word, then to a heartfelt prayer of purity, integrity, and acceptable worship.
b. Creation informs us. 
c. Scripture transforms us.  
d. Grace conforms us to God’s holiness. 
G. The Prayer.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.
1. David may have had in mind the words that the Lord had given Joshua. 
Joshua 1:8—This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
2. Acceptable words and acceptable meditations are God’s Words.
3. Which is why God instructed Israel to teach these truths to their children.
Deuteronomy 6:4-9—“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
H. My Rock—AKA, my refuge.  Just as a rock protects those who take shelter behind it, You are my protection. [footnoteRef:28] [28:  Peacock, 25.] 

I. Think on these things and may your affections be on things above.
Colossians 3:2—Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
Conclusion
This last section is more than a concluding section or coda, this is the climax.   In them, David applies this learning to himself.  
His response to God’s self-revelations falls into two categories:
1) A prayer that God will forgive his sin and deliver him from additional transgression.
2) An appeal to God as his Rock and Redeemer.
We are not only led to see ourselves as sinners when we study the Bible. The Bible also leads us to the One who is our only deliverer from sin.  And, wonder of wonders, he is the same One who has revealed Himself gloriously in the heavens.  The heavens tell us that He exists and that He is all-powerful.  The Bible shows that He is our Redeemer from sin, that is, the Only One who can break sin’s bonds and set us free, and that He is the Rock upon which the redeemed man or woman can build and be kept from transgression.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  JMB, 174-5.] 

Job 23:12—I have not departed from the command of His lips;
I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Benediction 
Hebrews 13:20-21—Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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