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August 23, 2026
Jude: Acts of the Apostates
Jude Overview
Jude 1:1-2—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.  
Context
Sovereignly, the book of Jude is placed between the epistles of Peter and John and between the Revelation of Jesus to John for a reason.  
· Peter speaks of the truth and the coming of false teachers who speak lies.
1 Peter 1:22—Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.

2 Peter 2:2-3a—Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words.

· John’s epistles speak of the importance of the truth.
1 John 5:20—And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

2 John 1:1, 4—The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know the truth… 4 I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father.

3 John 1, 3-4—The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth…3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.

· John in Revelation repeatedly says that God’s judgments and the words of prophecy are “true and righteous” (Rev 16:7; 19:2; 22:6).

The book of Revelation identifies unveiling or disclosing future things.  As the last things are revealed and we move into the eternal state, God wants us to remain faithful in the truth.

Revelation 1:1-3—The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
Revelation 22:18-19—I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and [i]from the holy city, which are written in this book.
The book of Revelation tells us how Christ comes to fulfill all things in the eternal state.  Jude describes the battle for the truth that will proceed that final time.  It is here; it is occurring now.  Jude could not have had the full implications of what it looks like these 2,000-plus years later.  
The importance of communicating truth is critical to the mission of the gospel.  God is a God of truth.  His character and nature are truth. His word is truth.  
Ps 119:160—The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.
Ps 138:2—I will bow down toward Your holy temple and give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have magnified Your word according to all Your name.
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
The incarnation of God (God in human flesh) is truth.  He is full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Jesus said he is the way, the truth, and the light (John 14:6; Cf. Eph 4:21). 
He wants His people, who make up the church, to be the pillar and support of the truth.
1 Timothy 3:15—…but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
In fact, the whole relationship that we have to God, in all its fullness, is based on truth. We hear the truth; we understand the truth; we learn the truth; we believe the truth; we assent to the truth; we live the truth; we proclaim the truth.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  JMac.] 

In stark contrast, we have an opponent who wants nothing more than to deceive.  Satan is a liar (John 8:44).  He is the father of lies.  He aims to seek, kill, and destroy (John 10:10).  He twists the truth; manipulates the truth; hides the truth; and does everything in his power to achieve his aim of destroying the truth.  His means of accomplishing it is both blatant and subversive.  The more effective strategy is his attempt to assault the truth from within the church, who profess to know and believe it but does not.  
Jude is writing this epistle to make sure we understand the significance of the threat as well as to say that those promises of shepherds that will deceive are here.  Moreover, genuine believers and leaders are to earnestly contend for the faith.  
Jude: An Overview
I. The author
Jude 1:1a—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James…
A. Jude.
1. Jude=Judas=Judah.
2. Jude means “praise”.
3. Little is known about Jude.
4. Jude was a popular name in light of Judah (one of the 12 sons of Israel) as well as Judas, who was a hero of the Maccabean revolt in the second century BC. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, 141.] 

5. There are five references to Jude in the NT outside of this book.
i. Three times as Jude the Apostle (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:16; John 14:22). He was also called Judas Thaddaeus or Lebbaeu.
ii. Twice as Jude, the brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3).
iii. Jude does not identify himself as an apostle in the opening verses and also refers to the apostles as a third party (1:17); he cannot be identified with Jude the Apostle.
6. Perhaps ironically, Jude shares the same name as Judas Iscariot.
i. The epistle that is the most condemning of false teachers bears the same name as the prototype of the chief defector.  
ii. Perhaps it gives some understanding why most modern English translations use Jude vs Judas.
B. Bond-servant of Jesus Christ.
1. Bond-servant (doulos)—a slave, bondman, man of servile condition; metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will; those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men.
2. Doulos is used 127 times in the NT.
3. It is one who has trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  
4. He is their master (Kurios), and we are His slaves (doulos).
1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
Romans 14:7-8—For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; 8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
2 Corinthians 5:15—…and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.
Galatians 2:20—I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
5. Jude’s saving relationship to Christ became more important than his family connection.
We can learn a good deal about a man by listening to what he has to say about himself.  Jude makes two significant claims.  In the first place, he is a servant of Jesus Christ…Secondly, he calls himself brother of James. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Green, 55.] 

6. As such, Jude humbly chooses to call himself Jesus’ doulos rather than pull rank with the statement: I’m Jesus’ half-brother. 
7. Peter, Paul, and James likewise identified as doulos and glorified in it.  
C. Brother of James.
1. James is the Lord’s brother.
Galatians 1:19—But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.
2. He is the pastor and leader of the church in Jerusalem.
3. He wrote the book of James.
4. He was killed as a martyr.
Acts 12:1-2—Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.
5. There are no other persons called James noted in the NT after this time without further designation of identity.
D. Jude was married.
1 Corinthians 9:5—Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 
E. He had a travelling ministry as an evangelist.
F. During Jesus’ lifetime and ministry, Jude did not believe in Jesus' deity and messiahship.
1. Neither did his brother James nor any of his half-siblings.
John 7:5—For not even His brothers were believing in Him.
Acts 1:14—These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
2. It was only after Jesus’ resurrection that James and Jude believed.
C.f. 1 Corinthians 15:3-7—For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
3. What a change from the days before the resurrection, when His brothers did not believe in Him, but through Him deranged. Now that he had become a believer, Jude’s aim in life was to be utterly at the disposal of the Messiah Jesus.  One of the paradoxes of Christianity is that in such glad devotion a man finds perfect freedom.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid. ] 

4. Both of whom then came to write inspired letters contained in the Scriptures.
II. The where and when
A. There is nothing in the letter that gives us the location where Jude penned this epistle. 
B. It was likely written after 2 Peter: 67-68 A.D. 
C. It was not likely to have been written before Peter’s death: 68 A.D. 
D. Jude does not talk about the destruction of Jerusalem (70 A.D.), and he likely would have to illustrate the judgment of the Lord on the ungodly.
E. Interesting point: Jude is the fourth shortest book in the New Testament; 2 John, 3 John, and Philemon are shorter.
III. The recipients
1b—To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 
A. Called.
1. Called (klētos)—called, appointed; invited (by God in the proclamation of the Gospel) to obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom through Christ[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G2822] 

2. We are not told specifically which church(es) Jude has in mind.
3. They would have been predestined before the foundation of the world and called by God.
Ephesians 1:4-5—… just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.
Romans 8:30—and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
4. They likely were mostly Jewish believers given the illustrations from the Old Testament and Jewish apocrypha.
B. Beloved.
1. Beloved (agapaō)—Of persons: to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly; to love (in a social or moral sense).[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G25] 

2. Agape love is the highest form of love.
Matthew 5:43—“You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’
Matthew 19:19— HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER; and YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
Romans 13:8—Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
C. Kept.
1. Kept (tēreō)—to attend to carefully, take care of; to guard; metaph. To keep one in the state in which he is.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G5083] 

2. Of the 75 times it is found in the KJV, it is translated in the following manner: keep (57x); reserve (8x); observe (4x); watch (2x); preserve (2x); keeper (1x); hold fast (1x).
3. Notice: the bookends of the epistle with the word “kept/keep”.
1bTo those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 
24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy…
a. God will keep us from start to finish, even in the midst of false teachers and deceivers.
b. He will hold fast His own.
IV. The occasion
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.
A. He was making every effort to go one direction, but was compelled (under the Holy Spirit’s direction) to go another.
1. Starting to write about their common salvation.
2. The pressing issue of false teachers' arrival and persuasion had him change the message.  
3. The urgency was critical.
4. The threat was dire and severe.
5. The issue: the means of salvation.
a. The doctrine of soteriology.
b. One cannot get this doctrine wrong.
c. You get the gospel wrong when you get your soteriology wrong.
B. Jude does not address specific heresies related to salvation.
1. Instead, he deals with their character.
2. He denounces their godless lifestyle—condemning them as “ungodly” a total of six times (vv. 4, 15, 18).[footnoteRef:9] [9:  MacArthur, 144.] 

Matthew 7:16, 20—Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints….20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
3. If you address their ungodliness, there is no need to refute any specific heresies that exist (but they are there for sure).
4. Time will expose them. 
C. They were in the church, but they were not part of it.
19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.
V. The focus
A. Although there are parallels between 2 Peter and Jude, there are differences.  
1. 2 Peter says that false teachers are coming.
2 Peter 2:1-3—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
(Cf 3:3)
2. Jude says they are here.
 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are [j]destroyed. 
11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 
12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted.
3. What Second Peter prophesies, Jude sees fulfilled.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Lenski, 606.] 

Conclusion
If we do not get the message that Jude is communicating and fail to contend earnestly for the faith, we are in grave jeopardy of the same warnings that the Lord of the church gave to the five churches in Revelation two and three:
Revelation 2:5, 7—[Ephesus] Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent…. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’
Revelation 2:16-17a—[Pergamum] Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
Revelation 3:1c-3—[Sardis]…‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
Revelation 3:15-19—[Laodicea]…‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 

Benediction 
Psalm 29:10b-11—Yes, the LORD sits as King forever. 11 The LORD will give strength to His people; The LORD will bless His people with peace.
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