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Jude: Protect the Truth Entrusted to Us
Jude 1-3
Jude 1:1-3—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.  
Context
Jude is writing this short epistle to let believers know that false teachers and apostates are in our midst.  He is compelled to warn them of the present danger of those who claim to know the truth but do not. 
Apostasy is to have some knowledge of the truth, but abandon it.  Knowing the truth and rejecting it.  This theme runs throughout the New Testament.  This is not new to Jude. 
Jesus spoke a parable in Luke 8 (parallel account in Matthew 13).
4 When a large crowd was coming together, and those from the various cities were journeying to Him, He spoke by way of a parable: 5 “The sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road, and it was trampled under foot and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up with it and choked it out. 8 Other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great.” As He said these things, He would call out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
9 His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable meant. 10 And He said, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.
11 “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 12 Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.
Jesus is referring to three different situations where people hear the Word and turn away from it. That is the essence of apostasy.  It is hearing the truth, knowing what it is, and choosing to reject it. 
An apostate has received the truth of the gospel, maybe even one who believes it, apparently or superficially, for a time, but then falls away without ever bearing fruit. It is a willful and deliberate rejection of the truth after the truth has been heard.
Hebrews 6:4-6—For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 
What Jude is communicating is the same principle.  With that, we need to contend for the truth.  
Contending for the Faith
I. The Author
Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James.
II. The Recipients
To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:
A. The Called.
B. The Loved.
C. The Kept.
III. The Greeting
2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.
A. The salvation of God is filled with incredible blessings.
Matthew 6:31-33—Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
John 10:10—The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
Acts 20:32—And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
Romans 9:23—And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory.
2 Corinthians 9:8-9—And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written, “HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER.”
Philippians 4:19—And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
1. Mercy (eleos)—compassion (human or divine, especially active); kindness or goodwill towards the miserable and the afflicted, joined with a desire to help them.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s G1656] 

Mark 5:19—[the Garasene Demoniac] And He did not let him, but He *said to him, “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”
Luke 1:50—[Mary’s Magnificat] “AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.”
Romans 9:15—For He says to Moses, “I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.”
Galatians 6:16—And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.
Ephesians 2:4—But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us.
Titus 3:5—He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.
2. Peace (eirēnē)—a state of national tranquility; exemption from the rage and havoc of war.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Strong’s G1515] 

1 Timothy 1:2—To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 Timothy 1:2—To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 John 3— Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.
3. Love (agape)—affection, goodwill, love, benevolence, brotherly love.
Romans 5:5—and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
John 15:9—Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 
John 15:10—If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
John 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
a. This is reflective of the extraordinary love that the Father and the Son have for their own.
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
John 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
Revelation 1:5—and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.
b. When we need mercy, God gives mercy.
c. When we need peace, God gives peace.
d. When we need love, God gives love.
James 1:17—Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 
Matthew 7:7-11—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”
B. May these blessings be multiplied to you.
1. Multiplied (plēthynō)—to increase, to abound, multiply.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G4129] 

a. May it be given to the fullest measure.
b. IOW, may you experience (and continue to experience) the fullness of what God has to be enjoyed in these blessings. 
c. Moreover, may they be savored regardless of the difficulties you are in or will face.
(Cf. 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2)
Clearly, God pours out His abundant blessings on those whom He calls, loves, and keeps.  Being His child includes infinite privilege and spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3).  But with those blessings comes great responsibility, a sobering subject to which Jude now turns.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  MacArthur, 154.] 

IV. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Occasion
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.
A. He was making every effort to go one direction, but was compelled (under the Holy Spirit’s direction) to go another.
B. Jude’s concern for them is identified by what he calls them: beloved.
Romans 1:7—to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
James 1:16—Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
1 Peter 4:12—Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you.
1 John 2:7—Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard.
C. The topic of his initial writing was their common salvation.
1. The very common salvation that was under assault by apostates.
2. Therefore, he has a change of direction.
3. He feels the necessity; he feels the heavy burden or mandate to write.
“I had necessity” implies two things: 1) there is a personal relationship between Jude and these his readers, as we see from his purpose to write them “about our common salvation”; 2) there is no one else to step in and to do what is so necessary at this moment.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Lenski, 609.] 

4. With deep love for people comes deep concern and dedication to their spiritual well-being.
Acts 20:31—Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.
D. Jude is appealing to them to contend earnestly for the faith.
1. Appealing (parakaleō)—beseech (43x); comfort (23x); exhort (21x); desire (8x); pray (6x); intreat (3x); admonish.  To call near; beseech; call for.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G3870] 

2. Contend earnestly for (epagōnizomai)—stressed the need to defend the truth continually and vigorously.
Jude uses this Greek word in order to emphasize that the defense of this faith will be costly and agonizing; the cost of being unfashionable, the agony of seeking to express the faith in a way that is comprehensible to contemporary man. There is a cost of discipleship.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Green, 160.] 

1 Timothy 1:18—This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight.
6:12—Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
2 Timothy 4:7—I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.
3. The root word is where we get our English word “agonize”.
4. The point: There is an agony that true believers have had (and continue to have) in the battle for the purity of the gospel and the nature of salvation.  

E. We contend for the faith.
1. The faith is the Christian faith.  It is God’s objective truth.
2. It is anything and everything that pertains to our common salvation.
3. The early church was devoting themselves to teaching and learning. 
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
1 Corinthians 15:1-4—Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
2 Thessalonians 3:6—Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.
 
2 Timothy 1:13-14—Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
1 Timothy 6:19-20—storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”.
F. This faith was once for all handed down to the saints.
1. Once for all (hapax)—something accomplished or completed one time, with lasting results and no need of repetition.[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  Strong’s G530; MacArthur, 156.] 

2. God has faithfully and clearly given us the faith through the apostles (and their associates) in the first century.  
3. It is the apostolic teaching making up the NT, in conjunction with the OT, giving us the fullness and true knowledge of the Christ.  
4. Its truths are what we need to understand the gospel and grow in Christlikeness.  
2 Peter 1:3—seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
5. God delivered His truth in His way and in His timing through select men to fully and completely give us all that He wanted us to know on this side of eternity.  
6. God’s Word is sufficient.  
Conclusion
Living as we do in the midst of an age of apostasy which promises to become even worse, we must know how to contend for the faith and stand against the rising tide of false teaching: study and obey, unflinching and unhesitating witness to the truth of God’s Word, fight the battle by supporting and encouraging faithful pastors, training people for leadership within the church.[footnoteRef:10]   [10:  MacArthur, Pretenders, 36.] 


Benediction 
2 Timothy 1:14—Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
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