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A Sobering Reminder: God Will Judge Unbelief
Jude 5
Jude 5-7—Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
Context
After laying out the primary reason for writing the letter—“appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints (v3),” Jude identifies the pattern God lays out for those who apostatize.  He does so by mentioning three different groups who have gone astray in the past—apostate Israel, apostate angels, and apostate Gentiles.  
Peter in his second epistle likewise gives a threefold pattern of God’s Judgment against apostates, identifying fallen angels, unbelievers through the flood, and the ungodly acts of Sodom and Gomorrah.
2 Peter 2:3-10—and in their [false prophets] greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;  7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties.
Two of the groups are the same in both epistles (angels and Sodom and Gomorrah).  Instead of focusing on the ancient world of those who at the time were exceedingly wicked:   
Genesis 6:5—Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
Jude uses the unbelieving Israelites.  In both renderings, the authors know that the recipients of the letters would have had full knowledge of the stories.  They are part of the OT as well as part of their instruction and understanding.  The common nature of the narratives would have been familiar to their readers.  
It is God who acts as Judge in each of the three incidents Jude mentions.  It is God who will judge the false teachers.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Green, 163.] 

The Certainty of Judgment 
I. Remember the Israelites' Unbelief
5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.     
A. Reminders are needed.
1. Jude desires that they be reminded of historical narrative.
2. Moreover, the stories demonstrate God’s holiness and His anger toward apostasy.
3. There are many examples in Scripture of the author’s intent to stir up the reader’s remembrance.
2 Peter 1:12—Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. 
i. Why?  
1) We are prone to forget God and His works.
2) We are easily distracted by the here and now (and the pressing).
3) We need to have the truth reinforced in our lives, not simply that “you’ve heard the story once.”
4) We are easily deceived.
5) We tend to justify why we are right and ignore godly reminders.
6) We forget the consequences of unbelief. 
7) We park on God’s mercy, but quickly forget His judgment and wrath.
8) When we bring things to remembrance, it tends to preserve us through the trial.  
Hebrews 10:32-36—But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
9) Proverbial thought: “Forgotten truth becomes ineffective truth.” 
ii. The Point: those who defect from the truth will be found out.  They will deal eternally with the consequences of their rejection and unbelief.
Numbers 32:23—But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out.
B. These stories would have been well known.
… 5though you know all things once for all…
1. They knew all that the Old Testament histories contain.  Jud’s reminder is enough; he does not need to tell the whole history of the three cases of judgment which he presents.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Lenski, 616-7.] 

2. It is a reminder of God’s unflinching and unbending attitude toward His character and judgment against those who mar His name and corrupt His word.
3. It is a sobering reminder of His judgment toward apostates.
4. Repeatedly, God has pronounced judgment on the like. (Judges 11:14-21; Nehemiah 9:21; Psalms 78:95; Psalms 105; Psalms 106; Cf. Deuteronomy 4:27, 28:64; Hosea 9:17; Zechariah 7:14).
C. The Lord saved the Israelites out of the land of Egypt. 
1. God leads them out of the land of captivity and bondage.
2. He does so through the wilderness.
3. The narrative demonstrates the heart of God toward redemption and love for His covenantal people. 
4. In response to and in remembrance of the event, God required that they commemorate the event.
Exodus 12:1-13, 50-51—Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household. 4 Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its legs along with its entrails. 10 And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn with fire. 11 Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the LORD’S Passover. 12 For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments—I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt… 50 Then all the sons of Israel did so; they did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that same day the LORD brought the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts.
Luke 22:20—And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
1 Corinthians 5:7—Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
5. The allusion to Israel in the wilderness makes it very plain that Jude’s opponents were once orthodox Christians who had gone willfully astray into heresy.  They had experienced the redeeming hand of God from Egypt, the heathen land of bondage and death.  They had known the release, the new life involved in becoming the people of God.  But in their hearts they returned to Egypt.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Green, 164.] 

D. The event also brought a stern reminder of God’s judgment for unbelief. 
1. The judgment was against the Egyptians for their actions and unbelief.
2. The judgment was also on those Israelites who faithlessly turned away from God. 
1 Corinthians 10:1-18—For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?
E. He subsequently destroyed them for their apostasy.
...5c subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.
1. Subsequently (deuteros)—the second, the other of two; afterward, again, second (-arily, time).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strong’s G1208] 

Jude may have chosen the word because he was thinking of the second coming of Jesus which would seal the doom of the unbelievers with whom he was concerned (Cf. Heb 9:28).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Green, 164.] 

2. God faithfully did what He said He would do.
3. He did so with a mighty hand and outstretched arm.
Deuteronomy 26:7-9—Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction and our toil and our oppression; 8 and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders; 9 and He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
4. In response to His mighty hand of provision, the Israelites rebelled, bringing destruction upon their heads.
Numbers 14:26-38—The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; 29 your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me. 30 Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey—I will bring them in, and they will know the land which you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the wilderness, and they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses lie in the wilderness. 34 According to the number of days which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day you shall bear your guilt a year, even forty years, and you will know My opposition. 35 I, the LORD, have spoken, surely this I will do to all this evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be destroyed, and there they will die.’” 36 As for the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land and who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by bringing out a bad report concerning the land, 37 even those men who brought out the very bad report of the land died by a plague before the LORD. 38 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive out of those men who went to spy out the land.
(Cf. Exodus 7:14-17:7; Numbers 11:1-14:38)
5. The point: Regardless of whether these individuals would eventually become (false) teachers or not, those who have heard the truth, witnessed the truth, been exposed to the truth, heard God’s commands and expectations, and/or seen His mighty hand at work, yet still refuse to believe and ultimately turn away from Him, will face a more severe judgment.
6. In God’s economy, the greater exposure to the truth one has, and rejects His truth, the severer the punishment. 
7. The examples of the towns of Chorazin and Bethsaida during Jesus’ earthly ministry are a prime example.  They were unrepentant cities.
Matthew 11:20-24—Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day. 24 Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.”
Luke 10:13-15—Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will be brought down to Hades!
8. Additional biblical warnings:
Matthew 13:54-58— He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.
Mark 3:1-6—He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered. 2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 3 He *said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!” 4 And He *said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He *said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.
20-30—And He *came home, and the crowd *gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. 21 When His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.” 22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished! 27 But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house. 28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
6:1-6—Jesus went out from there and *came into His hometown; and His disciples *followed Him. 2 When the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many listeners were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles as these performed by His hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him. 4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among his own relatives and in his own household.” 5 And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He wondered at their unbelief. And He was going around the villages teaching.
John 6:60-71—Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.” 66 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.
Hebrews 3:7-12— 7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,
“TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,
8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME,
AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,
9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me,
AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.
10 “THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION,
AND SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART,
AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS’;
11 AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH,
‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.’”

12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 

Hebrews 10:26-31—For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.” And again, “THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
II. Remember the Angels that Sinned
6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,
III. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah’s Gross Immorality
7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
Conclusion
In one brief phrase, Jude, in effect, says to his readers, “remember the Israelites who died in the wilderness because of unbelief!” His readers were reminded of God’s judgment poured out on a rebellious people.  They were reminded that they too would experience God’s wrath and judgment if they turned away from Him.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, Beware The Pretenders, 42.] 


Benediction 
2 Peter 3:13-14—But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore … be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.
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