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A Sobering Reminder: God Will Judge Unbelief
Jude 6-7
Jude 1-7—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
Context
Jude would remind us that the war for the truth is on.  We need to contend earnestly for the faith because certain persons have crept in unnoticed.  The attacks from the church have been pervasive.  Those assaults come from outside as well as from within.  The war that rages is in the framework of the visible church.
Visible church—it involves outward religious participation rather than true inward faith.  It is physical and earthly. It contains both genuine believers and hypocrites, or people who are not truly saved.   It has buildings, leaders, rulers, and services that people can see and join.  It identifies with Christ and Christianity because it bears the name of Christ; however, it is not genuine.  They deny salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  They deny true spirituality.  They deny the true and biblical doctrine of sanctification.  They deny the Lordship of Christ.  They live ungodly lives filled with lusts and do not submit to the Word of God.  They are apostates.
Romans 9:1-8—I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.” 8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.
Romans 2:28-29—For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.
Invisible church—it is made up of everyone who is truly united to Christ by faith.  It is Christ’s true and redeemed people. It includes all believers from every generation—the past, present, and future.  Only God knows the genuineness of a person’s faith and member of His church.  Humans see externally and outward actions; God sees the heart.  
Matthew 13:24-30 [Tares among Wheat]—Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 26 But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 27 The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves *said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he *said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”
Mingled with the visible church, hidden as it were in the visible church, is the invisible Church. The only measure of knowing the tares from the wheat is through their fruit.  Jesus said, “You will know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16).  This has always been the case.  We do not know, when we look at any church, who is genuine and who is not.  Who is truly part of the invisible church vs. part of the visible church?
1 John 3:2-3—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
The point is that the battle is within the realm of Christendom.  Some will be connected, apostatize, and leave.  
1 Timothy 1:19-20—[Paul tells Timothy]…keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.
Why do people defect?
Among the reasons one could include ignorance, persecution, the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of riches, the love of this world, and the hard teachings of Jesus.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  JMac, GTY.org] 

John 6:60—Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?”
Luke 9:23-26—And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
The devices of Satan likewise contribute (he blinds their eyes, 2 Cor 4:4). Hebrews gives many examples as well.
Hebrews 2:1—For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 
3:6—But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
3:12—Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 
4:6—Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience.
6:12—…so that you will not be sluggish [dull, lazy, slothful][footnoteRef:3], but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. [3:  Strong’s G3576] 

10:25—… not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
10:26-29—For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 
Others will remain and deceive.  It is an effective form of apostasy—which is why the Evil One uses it.  It is penetrating and effective; it pollutes and brings confusion; it only diminishes people's confidence in the gospel.  We therefore must be wise and discerning, contending earnestly for the truth.  
The Certainty of Judgment 
I. Remember the Israelites' Unbelief
5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.     
II. Remember the Angels that Sinned
6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,
A. The reader would have likewise been familiar with the OT narrative. 
5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all …
1. The account was a significant deflection to make the point. 
2. It was unlikely the initial fall of Satan with a third of the angels 
Isaiah 14:12-15—“How you have fallen from heaven,
O star of the morning, son of the dawn!
You have been cut down to the earth,
You who have weakened the nations!
13 “But you said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God,
And I will sit on the mount of assembly
In the recesses of the north.
14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.’
15 “Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol,
To the recesses of the pit.
Ezekiel 28:12-17— 12 “Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,
“You had the seal of perfection,
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13 “You were in Eden, the garden of God;
Every precious stone was your covering:
The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;
The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;
The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;
And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
Was in you.
On the day that you were created
They were prepared.
14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers,
And I placed you there.
You were on the holy mountain of God;
You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.
15 “You were blameless in your ways
From the day you were created
Until unrighteousness was found in you.
16 “By the abundance of your trade
You were internally filled with violence,
And you sinned;
Therefore I have cast you as profane
From the mountain of God.
And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub,
From the midst of the stones of fire.
17 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty;
You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.
I cast you to the ground;
I put you before kings,
That they may see you.
Luke 10:18—And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.
(Cf. Revelation 12:3-4, 7-10).
3. These offenders are kept in eternal bonds under darkness.
i. Satan currently prowls around.
1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Job 1:6-7—Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.”
ii. Jesus had many interactions with Satan and demons.
1) The Temptation in the Wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11; Mark 1:12–13; and Luke 4:1–13).
2) The Man with an Unclean Spirit in Capernaum (Mark 1:21–28; Luke 4:31–37).
3) The Gerasene Demoniac (Legion) (Mark 5:1–20; Luke 8:26–39).
4) The Canaanite Woman’s Daughter (Matthew 15:21–28; Mark 7:24–30).
5) The Boy with an Evil Spirit (Matthew 17:14–21; Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:37-43).
iii. It is therefore unlikely that this is a reference to Satan’s fall.  
B. Rather, the sin committed by these fallen angels is recorded in Genesis 6:1-4.
2 Peter 2:4—For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment.
1. The offense was so God put them in bondage never to have such an offense repeated.
Genesis 6:1-4—Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.
i. Peter’s account said, “they sinned” (2 Peter 2:4).
ii. Jude says they 1) did not keep their own domain, 2) abandoned their proper abode.
2. Did not keep their own domain.
i. Angels that did not keep the principality belonging to themselves but abandoned their own habitation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Lenski, 619.] 

ii. Instead of staying in their own realm of authority given by God, they went outside it.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 165.] 

iii. They went outside of what God had otherwise realm of authority given by God. 
iv. They fell from a very lofty position.
v. Instead of keeping the high, glorious rule and domain assigned to them by God, they were dissatisfied, wanted a still higher domain that did not belong to them, and left their own habitation…as not being grand enough for them.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Lenski, 619.] 

3. Abandoned their proper abode. 
i. God created these beings with a glorious divine purpose.
ii. In their rebellion and sin, they were cast from God’s presence and from His glorious throne in heaven.
Revelation 12:4,9—And his tail *swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child…And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
iii. Some continued in their downward spiral and progressively became worse.  
iv. Even to the point of assuming human male form and cohabiting with women.  
v. The offspring were a generation of demon-influenced, thoroughly corrupt children.
Genesis 6:11-13—Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.
vi. The result of such wickedness was that God committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment (2 Peter 2:4).
vii. The place is identified by other demons, fully aware of the place, by begging Jesus not to send them there. 
Matthew 8:29—And they [demons possessing two men in the country of the Gadarenes] cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” 
III. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah’s Gross Immorality
7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
A. Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them did essentially the same thing the angels did by abandoning their normal place.  
1. The phrase “in the same way” gives us the comparison. 
2. The illustration gives clarity on the parallel offense.
B. Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them were known for their gross immorality, specifically that of homosexuality (strange flesh).
C. Such that it brought about God’s judgment of destruction.
D. Genesis 18:16-19:29 recounts the story. Here are the highlights:
1. The life and testimony of Abraham would have been known by the people in this region.
2. His life would have been a rebuke to them, as Abraham was a testimony to the living God.
3. They wanted nothing to do with him or his nephew Lot.
Genesis 19:1-11—Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 And he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” They said however, “No, but we shall spend the night in the square.” 3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him and entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.” 6 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 Now behold, I have two daughters who have not had relations with man; please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to break the door. 10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway.
4. Periodically, God allows angels to take on human form.
i. They would have been beautiful creatures.
ii. They ate the food that was prepared for them.
5. The nature of their sin was known to them.  They thrust Lot aside to get their way.
Romans 1:18-20—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
6. They were enraged with their sin, so much so…
11…that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway.
7. One would think that they wearied themselves finding their way home blinded.  
8. They intended to abuse these men as their passions were out of control.  One incident reflected what was going on repeatedly during this time. 
9. This is the most graphic example of judgment to be found in the whole of the OT.  Indeed, its overtones are heard throughout the Bible.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Green, 166.] 

10. The accounting of this story is throughout the OT: Deuteronomy, Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Lamentations, and Ezekiel.  (NT: Matthew, Luke, 2 Peter, Revelation).
11. The destruction of these cities made an indelible impression on antiquity.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid, 167.] 

E. Gross immorality (ekporneuō)—to give oneself over to fornication; to go a whoring; indicates a lust that gluts itself, satisfies itself completely.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G1608.] 

1. God’s declared position on homosexuality is clear.
2. His judgment on those who violate His commands is equally clear.
Leviticus 18:22—You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination. 
Leviticus 20:13—If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 
Romans 1:26-27—For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
1 Corinthians 6:9—Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals.
1 Timothy 1:9-10—realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching.
F. They go after strange flesh is not unlike the apostate angels.  
1. Fallen angels went after human women.
2. Sodomites went after men angels.
G. The Point: They are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
1. God brings a just judgment on their sin and disobedience.  
2. They become examples of what God has done and will do. 
3. Mindful that the only provision for sin that God accepts has not been applied; therefore, for all of eternity they will suffer the consequences without the payment ever being made.  There is no genuine repentance and therefore, the just punishment for sins (atonement) from the Savior, the Lord Jesus, is not efficacious.
i. Hell is a real place.
ii. It is a place of horrific pain and never-ending torment.
iii. It is eternal.
iv. An eternal lake of fire awaits all those who do not believe God’s word.  It will be the reality for all the unregenerate, and more dire for those who mock Him, His holiness, and defect from the faith.  
Revelation 19:20—And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 
Revelation 20:10—And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
v. It was a standing reminder that the triumph of evil is not final.  God’s judgment, though it is delayed, will surely come.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Green, 167.] 

Conclusion
As a takeaway, let these three analogies be a very sobering reality of what will happen to those who defect and apostatize—those who have some knowledge of the truth and yet walk away.  They do not believe.  
Do not walk away.  Do not leave. Do not defect.  Stay.  Remain.  Abide.   
Hebrews 6:4-8—For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.
Better Things for You
9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way. 


Benediction 
Hebrews 12:28-29—Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
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