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The Character of Apostasy
Jude 8
Jude 1-8—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
8 Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties. 
Context
Jude has warned these chosen brethren to be on guard for those apostates who have secretly crept in unnoticed, corrupting the truth and distorting the grace of God.   God will always judge those who pervert His truth.   Although it may be hard for us to recognize them immediately, it does not escape the notice of our all-knowing God.  He has very harsh things to say about those who would malign or twist His truth.  God will not be mocked (Galatians 6:7) and will bring about retribution and judgment in His time and in His way.  And although He is patient, His patience will end.  
In the meantime, we must earnestly contend for the truth. To demonstrate God’s faithfulness and the clear pattern for addressing apostates, Jude gives three historical reminders of God’s judgment on the faithless and disobedient.  
From the preceding three analogies, Jude draws three clear points.  His false teachers are arraigned for lust, for rebelliousness, and for irreverence.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Green, 167.] 

The Core Marks of Apostates
I. Defile the Flesh
8a Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh…
A. In the same way…
1. “Likewise”; “in the same manner.”
2. Jude is connecting the false teachers with these three examples from vv. 5- 7: rebellious Israelites, the fallen angels, and the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah.
B. Dreaming (enypniazomai)—to dream (divinely suggested) dreams; metaph., to be beguiled with sensual images and carried away to an impious course of conduct.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Strong’s G1797] 

1. The word used here by Jude is used only one other place in the NT.  
2. It is in reference to Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts 2:14-17—But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says,
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND;
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY,
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS,
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS;
3. Joel’s prophecy related to dreams is likely revelatory in nature as opposed to normal dreams.  
4. A partial fulfillment of that prophecy occurred in Acts 2; but the fullness of it will occur during the tribulation period along with divine revelation.   
C. False teachers will replace the authority of divine revelation with their own private “dreams and visions”.  In so doing, they can then justify their subjective experiences to provide support for their immoral lifestyles.  
D. They defile the flesh with moral corruption.
1. Defile (miainō)— to dye with another colour, to stain; to defile, pollute, sully, contaminate, soil; to defile with sins.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G3392] 

2. This is in reference to moral and physical defilement or sexual sin.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, 173.] 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17—Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5—For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God.
Romans 6:20-21—For when you were slaves of sin, you were free regarding righteousness. 21 Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death. 
2 Peter 2:9-10—then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties.
1 John 2:19-23—They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. 21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.
Galatians 5:19—Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality…
II. Defiance of Authority
8b … and reject authority 
A. This is spiritual rebellion.
B. Reject (atheteō )— to do away with, to set aside, disregard; to thwart the efficacy of anything, nullify, make void, frustrate; to reject, to refuse, to slight.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G114] 

C. Authority (kyriotēs)—dominion, power, lordship; in the NT: one who possesses dominion.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Strong’s G2963] 

1. The root word is Kurios.  That word is used over 700 times to declare the divine power, authority, and identity of Jesus as Lord.
2. Those who are self-willed and self-governed are not submissive to any authority but their own.
3. They are the only Lord to whom they will submit. 
4. They rebel against God’s law, divine rule, and biblical standards, preferring their own autonomy.
D. We have sufficient and complete revelation from God that is objective and definitive.  
Examples: Numbers 16—Korah’s Rebellion against Moses and Aaron.
Psalm 2:1-6—Why are the nations in an uproar
And the peoples devising a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth take their stand
And the rulers take counsel together
Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us tear their fetters apart
And cast away their cords from us!”
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs,
The Lord scoffs at them.
5 Then He will speak to them in His anger
And terrify them in His fury, saying,
6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King
Upon Zion, My holy mountain.”
Matthew 23:27-28—“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
Luke 19:11-14—While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately. 12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself, and then return. 13 And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I come back.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 
III. Disrespect for Majesties 
8c … and revile angelic majesties.     
…and blaspheme the glorious ones (ESV).
A. This is arrogant irreverence.
B. Revile (blasphēmeō)—to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calumniate, blaspheme; to be evil spoken of, reviled, railed at.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G987] 

1. Used some 35x:  blaspheme (17x), speak evil of (10x), rail on (2x), blasphemer (1x), speak blasphemy (1x), blasphemously (1x), miscellaneous (3x).
2. These people speak blasphemous words against God, His people, and His creation. 
Titus 3:1-2— Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 
KJV… 2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.
3. There are limitations under which we are to speak and not exceed our station.  
C. Glorious ones (doxa)—opinion, judgment, view; opinion, estimate, whether good or bad concerning someone; in the NT always a good opinion concerning one, resulting in praise, honour, and glory.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G1391] 

1. glory (145x), glorious (10x), honour (6x), praise (4x), dignity (2x), worship (1x).
2 Peter 2:10-11—and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.
2. In light of Peter’s epistle, the clarity is that of the “doxa” of the angels.
3. Angels were used by God in a special way regarding the law.
Deuteronomy 33:2—He said, “The LORD came from Sinai,
And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.
Acts 7:53—you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”
Galatians 3:19—Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.
Hebrews 2:1-2— For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty.
4. Angels will likewise have a role in the pending judgment of the wicked.
Jude 14b-15—“Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 13:40-42—So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Matthew 24:31—And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET, and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
Revelation 8:2, 16:1—And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them….Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”
D. They blaspheme, slander, and revile the glory of God’s created order. 
1. They have an arrogant presumption: false teachers disregard the spiritual realities of demonic spirits and try to rebuke or command them on their own authority.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ligonier Ministries, Tabletalk Devotional] 

2. Treating holiness lightly: they lack holy fear, regarding things closely identified with God far too lightly.
3. Even Michael the Archangel did not dare…
4. “When you reject God’s objective authority, moral boundaries quickly collapse.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Ibid. ] 

Conclusion
As Bible-believing Christians, our only sure foundation for knowing God and understanding His purposes is the authoritative Word of God. Apostasy begins when people undermine that authority because they are unwilling to submit themselves to God’s Word and the lordship of Christ. 
May we be equally quick to examine our own hearts, asking the Lord to give us discernment to recognize and root out any trace of rebellion, self-will, or resistance to His authority and to bring every area of our lives into joyful submission to His blessed Word.
Romans 12:1-2—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.


Benediction 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-3—Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; 2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 
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