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October 18, 2026
Arrogance without Understanding
Jude 8-10
Jude 8-10—Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties. 9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.
Context & Summary
Jude starts his epistle identifying himself as a doulas of Jesus Christ and brother of James.  He is writing to the believers who are the called and beloved in God the Father.  He likewise reminds them that they are the kept of God.  He bookends that idea in verse 24 in the same way with that glorious truth that Christ will indeed keep his called ones from stumbling, especially as he is identifying the deception of false teachers who lead many astray as the bulk of the epistle.
Although his intention was to write to them about the common salvation that all believers experience, he turns his attention instead to the need to contend earnestly for the faith.  The compelling reason was the reality that false teachers secretly infiltrated the church. The message of the gospel had been changed from what was once for all handed down to the saints through the gospel and the clarity of that gospel through the apostolic teaching.  
These false teachers are apostates.  And, although not every apostate is a false teacher, these persons defect but remain connected to the church and teach their damnable heresies to less discerning people.
Instead of Jude identifying specific heresies they teach, he lays out their practices.  You will know them by their actions and attitudes.  Over time, their behavior will unmask them. 
It is imperative that we discern them to expose them for who they are and protect the flock.  Paul reminds church leaders to hold firmly to the faithful word:
Titus 1:9—He must hold firmly to the faithful word as it was taught, so that he can encourage others by sound teaching and refute those who contradict it.
That means not only proclaiming the truth but also defending and refuting those who contradict it as well.

Jude continues by reminding them that God's judgment against such ungodliness is neither new nor uncertain.  He gives three examples from antiquity that demonstrate God’s displeasure and certain condemnation.  
1. The unbelief of Israel—He saved them but later destroyed them for their unbelief.
2. The apostasy of Angels—they abandoned their proper place and are now being kept in eternal bonds for the judgment of the great day.
3. The rebellion of Gentiles—Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities indulged in gross sexual sins and pursued unnatural desires; they experienced God’s wrath.  
In each case, they knew the realities of the Living God, yet refused to believe and act in accordance with that belief.  The result was God’s judgment that serves as an example to us of the punishment that awaits the ungodly.  
Jude 15—to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.
Despite the warnings, these agents of Satan continue to wreak havoc as they defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme glorious ones.  They speak without knowing what they speak.  
Jude is helping them understand the way God has acted and will act regarding those who twist and malign his word and His authority.  Especially when they do it to promote sin.  
Those who reject the authority of the Almighty and continue in pursuits of ungodliness will by no means escape the wrath of God and His holiness. 
Galatians 6:7—Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 
The Core Marks of Apostates
I. Defile the Flesh 
Jude 8c—…defile the flesh, 
II. Defiance of Authority
Jude 8d—…reject authority, 
III. Disrespect for Majesties
Jude 8e—…and blaspheme glorious ones.
A. Michael the Archangel

9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 
1. Michael = "who is like God."
2. Archangel (arxággelos)—of the first order, chief; an angel of the highest rank.[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  Strong’s G743] 

3. God's most powerful angel.
4. Protector of God’s People.[footnoteRef:3] 
 [3:  Green, 170.] 

5. The first of the chief princes or archangels who is supposed to be the guardian angel of the Israelites.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Strong’s G4313] 


Daniel 10:13-21—But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future.” 15 When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face toward the ground and became speechless. 16 And behold, one who resembled a human being was touching my lips; then I opened my mouth and spoke and said to him who was standing before me, “O my lord, as a result of the vision anguish has come upon me, and I have retained no strength. 17 For how can such a servant of my lord talk with such as my lord? As for me, there remains just now no strength in me, nor has any breath been left in me.” 18 Then this one with human appearance touched me again and strengthened me. 19 He said, “O man of high esteem, do not be afraid. Peace be with you; take courage and be courageous!” Now as soon as he spoke to me, I received strength and said, “May my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.” 20 Then he said, “Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come. 21 However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me against these forces except Michael your prince.

12:1—Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.

B. Michael will have power over Satan, but at God’s discretion and timing.
Revelation 12:7—And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
C. Michael is in submission to the will of the Father and not operating beyond His will and purposes.
1. He does not have His own authority and does not act outside of what God has decreed and said.
2. Moreover, Michael knows who Lucifer is as the highest created being of God. 
3. Even though Lucifer is fallen, out of respect for God’s created order and design, he does not blaspheme him of his own accord. 
4. The Lord alone is sovereign and in control.
D. Michael is only a messenger and agent of the Most High God.  
E. Michael disputed with Satan over the body of Moses.
1. Disputed (diakrinó)—To distinguish, to discern, to judge, to doubt; “thoroughly back-and-forth.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strong’s G1252
] 

2. He did not dare pronounce against him a blasphemous judgment.
3. Instead, he did exactly what the pre-incarnate Christ did in Zechariah chapter 3, saying, “The Lord rebuke you.”
a. Context: This is a vision of the prophet Zechariah.  In it, Joshua, the high priest, along with Zerubbabel, who led the Israelites in 538 BC. 
b. Joshua the High Priest was the first high priest to serve the Jewish people after they returned from the Babylonian Captivity.
c. Zerubbabel was a Jewish leader born in Babylonian captivity who led the first group of exiles back to Jerusalem and directed the rebuilding of the Second Temple.
d. They are standing in heaven before the angel of the Lord (the pre-incarnate Christ).  As the narrative unfolds, Satan is making accusations against Joshua and the people for their sins, which led them into captivity.  
Zechariah 3:1-10—Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel. 4 He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” Again he said to him, “See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.” 5 Then I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of the LORD was standing by. 6 And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying, 7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here. 8 Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you—indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch. 9 For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 ‘In that day,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree.”
e. The argument is that because Israel sinned against God and violated His commandments, God should break His covenant with them.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  MacArthur, 175. ] 

Genesis 12:2-3, 7—And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” … 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him.
26:3-4—Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.
Genesis 28:14—Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
Deuteronomy 5:1-21 (The Ten Commandments repeated).
2 Samuel 7:12—When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.
Psalm 89:3-4—When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.
Romans 9:4—who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises.
Galatians 3:16—Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 
f. In the Zechariah account, instead of yielding to Satan’s request, God reaffirms his commitment to Israel and her future by promising to remove her iniquity and forgive her sins, and clothe her in festal robes, an indication of righteousness (Zechariah 3:3-5).
g. We know the finished work of Christ was accepted by the Father as the full payment for sins to those who by faith believe.  
h. Moreover, we now have an Advocate with the Father who intercedes on our behalf. 
1 John 2:1—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
i. The point: If an angel was so careful in what he said, how much more should mortal men watch their words?[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Green, 170.] 

F. Michael contending for the body of Moses.
1. Only found here in Scripture.
2. We do have the death of Moses recorded in Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 34:1-8—Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 and all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3 and the Negev and the plain in the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6 And He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor; but no man knows his burial place to this day. 7 Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated. 8 So the sons of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses came to an end.
3. Although we do not know exactly why God did not want his burial place to be known, we would assume it was because He did not want idolatrous worship and veneration of him to exist.  
Jeremiah 17:9—The heart is more deceitful than all else, and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
4. Apparently, God gave the responsibility to bury the body of Moses in a secret place where no one would find it, including Satan. 
a. Never attribute Godly attributes to Satan (including omniscience and omnipotence).
Ephesians 1:11—also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will. 
Job 42:2—I know that You can do all things,
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.
Daniel 4:35—All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’
Proverbs 16:9—The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.
Psalm 103:19—The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all.
Isaiah 46:8-10—“Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind, you transgressors. 9 “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established.
Romans 11:36—For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
b. Always remember that God’s sovereignty will use all of His creation to accomplish His will. 
G. The Point: Jude is saying that false teachers do not exercise restraint in ways that even holy angels do.  
H. By their words and actions, they send an unmistakable message that they do not know what they speak. 
10a But these men revile the things which they do not understand; 
1. More than that, they “blaspheme” (ESV).  
2. Revile (blasphémeó)—To blaspheme, to speak evil of, to slander, to revile; to vilify; especially, to speak impiously.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G987] 

3. NASB: blasphemed, blaspheme, blaspheming, blasphemes, hurling abuse, revile, malign.
4. The unbelieving heart relies on its own wisdom; yet they are fools. 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 [The Wisdom of God]—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”
I. They speak sinfully of what they do not understand and the things which they know by instinct. 
10b and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.
1. Instinct (phusikós)—properly, naturally, (by implication) instinctively, “physically.”
2. Jude compares them to unreasoning animals—not a compliment.  
3. Unreasoning (alogos)—Irrational, unreasonable, without reason; brute.[footnoteRef:9] Without a word.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Strong’s G249]  [10:  MacArthur, 175.] 

4. Animal (zóon)—Living creature, animal, beast.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Strong’s G2226] 

a. Animals have instincts.  
b. They are not reasoning creatures. 
c. They have very limited mental and rational understanding.  
5. The Point: “No matter how highly educated apostate teachers are, how profoundly philosophical they think their teaching is, or how many mystical visions and insights they claim to have had, they still are like brute animals.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  MacArthur, 175.] 

6. These vile heretics among Jude’s readers, as Peter said they would, blaspheme the glories of Christ in the most direct way, i.e., mock at his divine attributes, especially those that will shine forth in Christ’s Parousia.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Lenski, 627.] 

7. They are in fact fools and will be destroyed. 
Romans 1:18-23—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.
(Cf. 1 Cor 3:18; 2 Cor 10:5, 2; Gal 6:3; Eph 4:17; 2 Tim 3:2, 4).
10d—…by these things they are destroyed.
Conclusion
In His kindness, God has given us His truth through the gift of His Word. His Word is faithful because He is faithful, consistent because He is consistent, trustworthy because He is trustworthy, sufficient because He is sufficient, and powerful because He is powerful. We can trust His Word because it reflects His unchanging character and faithfully reveals His will and purposes.
May we grow in our understanding of the blessings and promises of His Word and, by faith, live in a manner consistent with what we profess to believe. May we hold fast to the Lord and His Word, faithfully teaching, proclaiming, and defending the truth He has entrusted to us.

Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14—The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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