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October 25, 2026
The Way, the Error, and the Rebellion
Jude 11
Jude 11-13—Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.
Context & Summary
The purpose for Jude writing this epistle is to earnestly contend for the faith.  
Jude 3—Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.
The context of his statement comes because there are those who have crept in secretly in order to fleece the sheep.  Jesus identifies them as wolves in sheep's clothing. 
Matthew 7:15—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
Because they are in our midst, we must passionately and with conviction defend the true faith that was once for all handed down to us through the apostles.  
What was true then is equally true today in greater numbers.  Modern false teachers are ubiquitous. Examples include the Prosperity Gospel, hyper-grace extremes, emotionalism, mysticism (God has given me special knowledge), Word of Faith, New Apostolic Reformation, Pluralism (the notion that there are many paths to God), and even legalism, to name a few.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Google.] 

In our passage today, Jude gives three examples from the OT that would have been familiar to his readers.  Although he only briefly mentions them, the seriousness, implications, and application to the current situation were telling.  Moreover, there is a progressive worsening of the examples he gives.  The initial one involves one person, the second identifies the influence one man’s rebellion will have on others, and the third is the most extreme example of an extreme rebellion that is led by an apostate.  All of them end in a corresponding judgment from God.
In many ways, it is reminiscent of the progressive nature of sin, and its effect is seen in Psalm 1.  It is stated in the negative, but the blessing that comes to man is because they do not: walk, stand, and sit with fools.  Each action takes one further down a path of folly.
Psalm 1:1—How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the [a]path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
The Character and Condemnation of Apostates
I. Way of Cain 
Jude 11a—Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain
A. The way (hodos)—Way, road, journey, path; by implication) a progress (the route, act or distance); (figuratively) a mode or means[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Strong’s G3595] 

B. The use of the word “woe” is a dire warning.
1. Woe (ouai)—is an interjection of grief or of denunciation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Thayer’s Greek Lexicon] 

2. It is a heavy, solemn declaration of deep grief, distress, impending judgment, or a divine curse rather than a casual expression of sadness.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Google definition. ] 

3. It is a warning of ruin, especially translated from the Hebrew word howy.  
4. It is translated 47 times in the NASB as woe or woes.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  NAS Exhaustive Concordance] 

5. “By exclaiming Woe to them! Jude followed the example of Christ.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, 176.] 

a. Eight Woes that Jesus has for the scribes and Pharisees for their unbelief, misleading the people, and misrepresenting God (Matthew 23). 
13“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,… 
14“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,… 
15“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites…
16“Woe to you, blind guides…
      23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!...
      25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! …
      27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! …
      29“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! …
6. Jesus has some hard things to say to five of the seven churches in Revelation 2-3 that have a parallel emphasis. 
a. In each of the warnings, the response and course of action is the same: repent. 
Revelation 2:5—(Ephesus)Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 
Revelation 2:16—(Pergamum) Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.
Revelation 2:21—(Thyatira) I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
Revelation 3:3—(Sardis) So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 
Revelation 3:19—(Laodicea) Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 
7. The OT is likewise filled with this type of example.
Isaiah 3:9-11—The expression of their faces bears witness against them; they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them!  They have brought evil on themselves. 10Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, for they will eat the fruit of their actions. 11Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, for what he deserves will be done to him. 12O My people! Their oppressors are children,
Jeremiah 13:27—“As for your adulteries and your lustful neighings, the lewdness of your prostitution on the hills in the field, I have seen your abominations. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How long will you remain unclean?”
Ezekiel 13:3—“So now let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law.
Hosea 7:13—Woe to them, for they have strayed from Me! Destruction is theirs, for they have rebelled against Me! I would redeem them, but they speak lies against Me.
Zechariah 11:17—“Woe to the worthless shepherd who leaves the flock! A sword will be on his arm and on his right eye! His arm will be totally withered, and his right eye will be blind.”
8. What is the purpose of a warning?
1. In the kindness of God, He warns.
2. It is an expression of His love, His mercy, as well as His protection; He could judge immediately and be fully just in so doing. 
3. If one rejects the warning, the corresponding consequence ensues.
4. The principle of sowing and reaping is in play. 
Galatians 6:7—Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 
C. Raising Cain.  
1. Cain is the firstborn of Adam and Eve.
2. He was a farmer (Genesis 4:2).
3. He knew God and was instructed by Him, so he would be considered “religious.”
4. He had a younger brother named Abel who was a keeper of flocks (Genesis 4:2).
5. Each offered a sacrifice to God—one is accepted, the other is not. 
Genesis 4:1-15—Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, “I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD.” 2 Again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground. 11 Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great to bear! 14 Behold, You have driven me this day from the face of the ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 So the LORD said to him, “Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD appointed a sign for Cain, so that no one finding him would slay him.
a. It presupposes that God had given instructions to them on acceptable sacrifices.
b. Abel acted in a way that was consistent with the instruction.  Cain did not.  
c. Cain chose instead to offer the way he preferred and what He thought would be right, not what God required.
d. Application: we do not worship God on our terms; we worship Him on His. 
6.  Cain becomes a prototypical model of what a person who is an apostate is—a person religious, but lacking a heart transformation that leads to a sincere love and obedience.
Hebrews 11:4—By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.
II. Error of Balaam
Jude 11b—…and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 
A. The motive is money.
1. For pay (misthos)—Reward, wages, recompense.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G3408] 

2 Peter 2:3—and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
2 Peter 2:15—(1 But false prophets also arose among the people)…15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.
Micah 3:11—Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, her priests instruct for a price, and her prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the LORD saying, “Is not the LORD in our midst? Calamity will not come upon us.”
1 Peter 5:2—shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness.
Psalm 10:3—For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, and the greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.

Application: Check your heart for discontentment, greed, excessive want, covetousness, avarice, materialism, inordinate desires, never being satisfied, always wanting more. 

1 Timothy 6:10—For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Proverbs 30:7-9—Two things I asked of You, do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep deception and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, 9 That I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or that I not be in want and steal, and profane the name of my God.
The antithesis or the “put-on” in response is: gratitude, thankfulness, contentment. 
B. Rushed headlong (ekchunnó)—to pour out, fig. to bestow.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G1632] 

1. The motivation of greed so drives them (as unreasonable animals, v10) that they thrust themselves into destruction. 
2. They do so without even understanding where this leads them.
3. From their perspective, God is blessing. 
4. The error (plané)—Deception, error, delusion, wandering; (properly) a straying or wandering from the straight path (i.e. a deviation, an error, a bending); (objectively) fraudulence; (subjectively) a straying from orthodoxy or piety[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Lexical Summary] 

A. Who was Balaam, and what was his error?
1. Balaam was an unrighteous prophet who had a love for money over rightly serving and representing God.
(Num 22-24; Deut 23:5; Josh 13:22; Jos 24:9; Mich 6:5)
2. The Moabite King, Balak, tried to get Balaam to curse the nation of Israel. 
Numbers 22:1-3—Then the sons of Israel journeyed, and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho. 2 Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 So Moab was in great fear because of the people, for they were numerous; and Moab was in dread of the sons of Israel.
4b And Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab at that time. 5 So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at Pethor, which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, “Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. 6 Now, therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” 7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balak’s words to him.
3. Ultimately, God prevented Balaam from cursing the nation of Israel, as it would have been directly opposite of what He said He would do in the Abrahamic Covenant.  
9 Then God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?” 10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent word to me, 11 ‘Behold, there is a people who came out of Egypt and they cover the surface of the land; now come, curse them for me; perhaps I may be able to fight against them and drive them out.’” 12 God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.”
20 God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.” 21 So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his donkey and went with the leaders of Moab. 22 But God was angry because he was going, and the angel of the LORD took his stand in the way as an adversary against him. Now he was riding on his donkey and his two servants were with him. 23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand, the donkey turned off from the way and went into the field; but Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the way. 24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path of the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 25 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed herself to the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall, so he struck her again. 26 The angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn to the right hand or the left. 27 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam was angry and struck the donkey with his stick. 28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 Then Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in my hand, I would have killed you by now.” 30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.” 31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground. 32 The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out as an adversary, because your way was contrary to me. 33 But the donkey saw me and turned aside from me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, I would surely have killed you just now, and let her live.” 34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you were standing in the way against me. Now then, if it is displeasing to you, I will turn back.” 35 But the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but you shall speak only the word which I tell you.” So Balaam went along with the leaders of Balak.

4. Instead of cursing, he blessed them on three separate occasions.  

24:10—Then Balak’s anger burned against Balaam, and he struck his hands together; and Balak said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my enemies, but behold, you have persisted in blessing them these three times!

5. Knowing that God was not going to allow him to verbally curse the Israelites, Balaam nefariously devised a plan to get what his heart was desiring—money and prestige.  

a. His plan included idolatry and immorality by suggesting that the women of Moab seduce the men of Israel to draw them away from the command and worship of the One True God.  

b. “He led them into the error of fornication and the denial of Yahweh’s sovereign claims through submission to other, inferior deities." [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Lenski, 172.] 


c. Perhaps not surprisingly, given the past actions and practices of the Israelites, it worked. 
25:1—While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab. 2 For they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel joined themselves to Baal of Peor, and the LORD was angry against Israel.
6. The OT narrative stuck with the Israelites, because over time, the story is often referenced as the prime example of what it means to be a defector and deceiver—of biblical proportions.  
a. The result of what occurred was judgment against the Israelites for their sin as well as a removal of Balaam by his own people. 
b. He was killed by the Israelites in a raid against the Midianites, the very people he had seduced to intermarry and entice the men to sexual immorality and idolatry.  
Numbers 31:7-8—So they made war against Midian, just as the LORD had commanded Moses, and they killed every male. 8 They killed the kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.
Joshua 13:22—The sons of Israel also killed Balaam the son of Beor, the diviner, with the sword among the rest of their slain.
7. The Lord of His Church Himself sends a message to Pergamum referencing Balaam.  
Revelation 2:14—[But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.
III. Rebellion of Korah
Jude 11c—……and perished in the rebellion of Korah.
B. Perished (apollumi)—To destroy, to perish, to lose[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Strong’s G622] 

C. Rebellion (antilogia)—Contradiction, opposition, dispute[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Strong’s G485] 

Hebrews 12:3—For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
D. Who was Korah and how was he in rebellion?
1. Korah’s great-grandfather was Levi, making him a Levite.  
2. Additionally, he was a first cousin of Moses and Aaron.
3. The Levites had a significant role to play regarding the tabernacle.
Numbers 1:50-51—But you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all its furnishings and over all that belongs to it. They shall carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall take care of it; they shall also camp around the tabernacle. 51 So when the tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall take it down; and when the tabernacle encamps, the Levites shall set it up. But the layman who comes near shall be put to death. 
Numbers 3:6-8—Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him. 7 They shall perform the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle. 8 They shall also keep all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with the duties of the sons of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.
4. One of the descendants of Levi was Aaron.  It was Aaron and his descendants who alone had the office of the priesthood. 
5. Korah was not from the line of Aaron and therefore could not serve as a priest before the Lord.  
6. He was disenfranchised by not being part of the priestly office and staged a rebellion against Moses as the sole spokesperson for God.
7. He acted on his frustration, inciting others to join his cause.  His actions were not only personally sinful, but he incited others to join in his sin.
8. The narrative is found in Numbers 16.
1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took action, 2 and they rose up before Moses, together with some of the sons of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in the assembly, men of renown. 3 They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You have gone far enough, for all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is in their midst; so why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?”
31 As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them split open; 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men who belonged to Korah with their possessions. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34 All Israel who were around them fled at their outcry, for they said, “The earth may swallow us up!” 35 Fire also came forth from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering the incense.
9. Korah disputed that the Lord alone had used Moses and Aaron as the authority to represent Him.  At the heart of his opposition was pride. 
10. The effect was that his rebellion had incited a significant number of other Israelites who already demonstrated a propensity to be grumblers and complainers.  
49 But those who died by the plague were 14,700, besides those who died on account of Korah.
11. Do not miss the point Jude is making: Sin, left unchecked, grows and gets worse. 
a. In this analogy, one man’s actions had significant ramifications for some 15,000 people.  
b. Rebellion against God and His plan and purposes can and often does have greater ripple effects beyond one life.
c. False teachers propagate their lies to an audience, which leads not only to ungodly responses, but ultimately to significant punishment.  
Hebrews 10:26-31—For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.” And again, “THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Conclusion
“So in these three pen-pictures from the Old Testament we see three leading characteristics of the errorists.  Like Cain, they were devoid of love.  Like Balaam, they were prepared in return for money to teach others that sin did not matter.  Like Korah, they were careless of the ordinances of God and insubordinate to church leaders.  It is not without significance for Jude’s purpose that each of [the] three Old Testament characters met with ruin.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Green, 173.] 


Benediction 
Hebrews 10:23 (LSB)—Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
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