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November 1, 2026
Five Depictions of False Teachers 
Jude 12-13
Jude 11-13—Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.
Context & Summary
In this portion of Jude’s epistle, he is using five common occurrences from the natural world: hidden reefs, clouds without water, fruitless autumn trees, wild waves, and wandering stars.  He uses these analogies to make the point that hidden dangers exist that, although they appear to be spiritually useful, are empty and ultimately lead to a final judgment.  Apostates have empty claims and endanger the church by leading many astray.
There are many occurrences of natural phenomena as illustrations in the bible. The Old and New Testaments frequently use them as illustrations to communicate many divine principles, human folly, and biblical truths.
Old Testament: 
· The desert blooming (Isaiah 35:1-2)—The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus 2It will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

· Trees and streams (Psalm 1:3)—He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.
· The ant (Proverbs 6:6-8)—Go to the ant, O sluggard, observe her ways and be wise, 7 Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, 8 Prepares her food in the summer and gathers her provision in the harvest.
New Testament: 
· Sowing parable with different soil conditions (Matthew 13:3-23).
· Tares among Wheat (Matthew 13:24-30).
· The Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32).
· The Leaven (Matthew 13:33-35).
· The Parable of the Fig Tree (Matthew 24:32-35).
· The Parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7).
The Five Natural Phenomena that Represent Apostates 
I. Hidden Reefs
Jude 12a—These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves.
A. The emphasis is on their deceptive influence.
1. It includes operating nefariously and covertly.
2. They creep in unnoticed, v4.
B. Hidden reefs (spilas): Blemish, Spot, Stain.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s G4694] 

1. Coral reefs are hard limestone structures that can be massive in size and typically grow along the shorelines of islands or continents.  
2. Thousands of vessels have run aground and broken apart on these reefs over the centuries. 
3. “A ledge of rock (over which the sea dashes) denotes dangerous underwater rocks or reefs lying just beneath the surface.” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Topical Lexicon.] 

4.  In a similar manner to ships being affected by hidden reefs, false teachers hide under the surface and look to connect in the most significant of ways (via Love feasts) to wreak havoc. 
5. “Of men who by their conduct damage others morally, wreck them as it were.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.] 

C. Love Feasts (agape)—charity, love, i.e., affection or benevolence.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strong’s G26] 

1. They were shared meals connected to the Lord’s Supper and were common in the first-century church.
2. Remember that their motive was greed, disorder, and immorality (vv. 4, 8).
3. Their presence and practice threatened the doctrinal purity of the church as well as the practice of the one another’s.
i. Caring for the needs.
ii. Doing the many “one another’s” of Scripture.
· Love one another (Jn 13:34; Jn 13:35; Et al.).
· Be devoted to one another in love (Rom 12:10).
· Honor one another above yourself (Rom 12:10). 
· Live in harmony with one another (Rom 12:16; Rom 15:5).
· Accept one another (Rom 15:7).
· Be of the same mind toward one another (Rom 12:16; Rom 15:5).
· Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another (1 Peter 5:5).
· In humility, consider others as more important than yourself (Phil 2:3). 
· Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:650; 1 Thes 5:13).
· Bear with one another (be patient) (Eph 4:2; Col 3:13).
· Forgive one another (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13).
· Do not grumble against one another (James 5:9).
· Do not lie to one another (Col 3:9).
· Do not slander or speak evil against one another (James 4:11).
· Carry one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2).
· Offer hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:10).
· Do good to one another (1 Thes 5:15).
· Encourage and build one another up (Rom 14:19).
· Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph 5:19).
· Teach and admonish one another (Col 3:16).
· Instruct one another (Rom 15:14).
· Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16).
· Pray for one another (James 5:16).
· Have fellowship with one another (1 Jn 1:7).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Google.] 


Acts 2:46—Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart.
1 Corinthians 11:20ff—Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.
4. Not unlike our Potluck gatherings in that they would worship, unite to sit under the teaching of God’s Word, sing, pray, celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and then have a common meal together.   
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
5. Apostates would infiltrate the time together and corrupt it with their teaching and their morality.  
I Corinthians 11:17-22—But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. 19 For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you. 20Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry, and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you.
6. “Immorality at the love-feast had broken out in the community to which 2 Peter was addressed, and so it seems to have done here.  These libertines in the love-feasts were like sunken reefs, waiting to shipwreck the unwary.”[footnoteRef:7] –Michael Green [7:  Green, 174] 

D. Caring for themselves (poimainó)—to shepherd, to tend, to feed, to guide.  The focus is on “tending,” which includes guarding, guiding, and folding the flock and is only provided (ultimately) by Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  HELPS Word-studies, www.biblehub.com/greek/4165.htm ] 

1. Devoid of the Spirit, v. 19.
2. Only left with the flesh.
Romans 8:5-9—For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
3. They sear their own conscience.
1 Timothy 4:1-2—But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,
4. Their objective is not for the care of others, but completely self-serving.  
II. Clouds without water
Jude 12b—clouds without water, carried along by winds…
A. There is likely nothing more disappointing than to be in desperate need of rain, see clouds in the sky that give promise, but produce nothing.
B. The condition: parched, arid, dry, and in need, but they cannot offer any relief.  
C. The analogy brings forth a spiritual barrenness in that they have empty claims.  
1. They have the appearance and words of offering something, but in reality, they are empty. 
2. They are deceptive in their promises.  They do not produce what they claim to possess. 
3. They are waterless and dry.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G504.] 

Proverbs 25:14—Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely.
D. They are carried along by the winds.  They blow in and blow out with no benefit.
2 Peter 2:17— These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.
E. Jesus makes a comparison with the same word to demons who wander in a dry and waterless place.
Luke 11:24-26—“When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”  
Matthew 12:43-- Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it.
F. Do not miss the connection between demons and Jude’s reference to apostate false teachers.  


III. [bookmark: _GoBack]Fruitless trees
Jude 12c—autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted;
A. Harvest for many crops typically occurs in the fall, literally, “end of the fruiting”[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Green, 175.] 

B. There is an eager expectation of what should occur during harvest season.  They ought to be loaded with fruit. 
C. In an earlier, largely agrarian culture, the lack of produce from a harvest could be devastating and create a significant hardship. 
D. One would have to wait a whole year for another “bite at the apple”.
E. That analogy likely had significant weight.  
1. Autumn trees without fruit and a barrenness that came with it would have been weighty and significant. 
2. The analogy hit home. 
F. They were doubly dead, uprooted.
1. Twice dead.
2. Once because of the lack of fruit; secondly, they are dead at the core. 
3. There is no life in them, either in their harvest (or lack thereof) or in their very core (to the root).
4. Being uprooted gives them no possibility of yielding fruit for anyone. 
5. They are “not merely dead, but most sincerely dead!”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  The Wizard of Oz, Muchkin Coroner] 

G. Because trees (in the analogy) are not grounded in the sustaining nutrients of the truths of God’s Word and rooted in Him, they cannot bear fruit.  Hence, they are fruitless.
Matthew 15:13— But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.
Matthew 7:15-20—“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
IV. Wild waves
Jude 13a—wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam…
A. The next figure presents what these men do produce: Wild waves.
B. Wild waves or a tossing sea is not an uncommon analogy used in Scripture to depict the wicked. 
Isaiah 57:20-21—But the wicked are like the tossing sea, for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up refuse and mud. 21 “There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”

C. It is also used for doubting or instability related to small or lacking faith.    
James 1:6—But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.
Ephesians 4:14—As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.
D. Wild waves, especially during storms, are notorious for reshaping coastlines through physical erosion, sediment movement, and structural impacts. 
1. Wild (agrios)—Wild, savage; fierce (figurative)[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Strong’s G66] 

2. They are known to create havoc on the shore with lots of foam.
3. Restless teaching foams up shame.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Strong's Greek: 2949. κῦμα (kuma) -- Wave ] 

4. Their shameless conduct creates much instability.  
5. “Their disgraceful attitudes and actions froth up to display all forms of heresy, deception, immorality, irreverence, and insubordination.” -John MacArthur[footnoteRef:14] [14:  MacArthur Commentary, 181.] 

V. Wandering stars 
Jude 12b—…wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.
A. Wandering stars is an interesting metaphor.  
1. There is a distinction between stars and meteorites.
2. Stars do not wander.  They have a fixed orbit.  They are massive, celestial balls of glowing gas powered by nuclear fusion.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Google.] 

3. There are, however, “shooting stars”.  These are actually meteors.  They are small pieces of space rock or dust burning up inside Earth’s atmosphere.[footnoteRef:16]   [16:  Ibid. ] 

4. Despite the nickname "shooting star," a meteor has nothing to do with an actual star.
i. Shooting stars flash quickly across the sky and burn out. 
ii. They do not orbit.
iii. They are uncontrolled and disappear forever.  
iv. They disappear into the black darkness, as do false teachers.
B. Often, there is a flash in their appearance.  They appear to be “stars” when they are not, and there is a certainty to their “brightness,” with certain distinction and judgment to follow.
C. Jude is very clear: their Destiny — the certainty of God’s judgment will come (v. 13b).
D. It is black darkness forever.
2 Peter 2:4, 9, 17—For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;… 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment… 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.
E. “Thus Jude’s ‘stars, wanderers or wandering,’ is purely figurative like clouds, trees, waves, and what is said of them.  Unlike the north or polestar, planets have no fixed place in the sky, by which a mariner may constantly steer his course at night.  Christ is the only guide (Heb 13:8); errorists, libertinists are not; they constantly shift their positions.” - Lenski[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Lenski, 637.] 

Conclusion
“In these two verses, then, Jude has evoked a swift, bold picture of the men he is castigating.  They are as dangerous as sunken rocks, as selfish as perverted shepherds, as useless as rainless clouds, as dead as barren trees, as dirty as the foaming sea, and as certain of doom as the fallen angels.” - Michael Green[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Green, 177.] 

Benediction 
Philippians 1:9-10—And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ.
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