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The Certainty of Judgment for the Ungodly 
Jude 14-16
Jude 14-16—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.
Context & Summary
It is not popular to speak of hell.  Those that do are often marginalized as legalists or hyper-conservative, “fire and brimstone preachers” (or hellfire preachers), or worse: “Baptists.”
Jonathan Edwards delivered a famous sermon in 1741 entitled Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.  Originally given to an audience in Enfield, Connecticut, during the height of the First Great Awakening.  He based the sermon on Deuteronomy 32:35.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Wikipedia.] 

Deuteronomy 32:35—‘Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For the day of their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.’
His focus was on the first part of the verse, identifying the foot slipping in due time.  His point and emphasis was “the constant, perilous position of unconverted sinners standing on slippery ground over the pit of hell.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The University of Texas at Austin, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”, Jonathan Edwards (1741), 174120sinners20angry20god.pdf ] 

Edwards used intense, terrifying metaphors in the message—such as holding a spider or a hateful insect over a fire—to illustrate the weight of divine wrath and the dangerous state of the unrepentant.  It was said that loud crying and great emotional distress were evident and clearly heard by the listening crowd.  God used it to fuel the broader revival across New England.   
The “church” today seems to have little appetite for such terrifying realities.  We are far more interested in a softer, gentler God whose love transcends and seemingly accepts us all without acknowledgment of sin or repentance.  
The “uncomfortable” subject was discussed much by the Lord.  His focus was on explaining the kingdom of God and the implications of refusing to believe in the provision that God has made for salvation.  There were stark consequences for a lack of faith and rejection. Moreover, He used terrifying descriptions like the “fiery furnace” (Matthew 13:42), “outer darkness” (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30), and the burning municipal garbage and sewage dump heap of “Gehenna” (Mark 9:43) as illustrations. 
Perhaps the most notable depiction from Jesus on the topic is that of the rich man and Lazarus:
Luke 16:19-26—“Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day. 20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’ 
In the kindness of the Lord, He gives us insights into the reality of what lies beyond the grave.  It is a warning and certainly for our instruction.  If one disregards the warning or denies its veracity, then the corresponding condemnation and judgment will result.  
Jude refers to the fact that false teachers were long before marked out for this condemnation.
Jude 4a—For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation…

The Ungodly Cannot Hide From Judgment; 
Their Actions Expose Them 
I. Foretold from Long Ago
Jude 14—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones,
A. These men are again a reminder of the subjects of destruction.  
1. Jude uses multiple references to these certain persons (v4, v8, v10, v11, v12).
2. Dreamers, ungodly, antinomians, deniers of our Master and Lord, indulgers in gross immorality, revilers, unreasoning animals, hidden reefs, caring only for themselves, clouds without water, carried along by winds, trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted, wild waves of the sea, wandering stars. 
3. This is harsh language for a specific and dramatic effect. 
B. Who is Enoch?
1. He was the seventh generation from Adam.
2. “Nowhere in the OT, incidentally, is Enoch called the seventh from Adam (though it could be inferred from Gen 5)…Seventh is important, for seven is the perfect number in Hebrew thought, and emphasizes the stature of this man Enoch who walked with God.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Green, 177.] 

Adam—930 years old (was 130 years old before he had Seth).
Seth—912 years old.
Enosh—905 years old.
Kenan—910 years old.
Mahalalel—895 years old.
Jared—962 years old (was 162 years old before he had Enoch).
Enoch—365 years old (was 65 years old before he had Methuselah).
Methuselah—969 years old.
Genesis 5:21-24—Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
3. A prophet of old.
4. He identifies certain realities of the pending judgment that will come.  
i. From Adam to Noah's flood spans a total of 1,656 years according to the genealogical record in Genesis 5 and 7.
ii. The prophecy of Enoch was long before the judgment of the flood (~69 years before Noah's birth). [image: ] [footnoteRef:5] [5:    Chart of Chronology from Adam to Noah, www.conformingtojesus.com/charts-maps/en/chronology_adam-noah.htm] 

iii. Although we do not find the specific prophecy recorded in the OT, it does appear in other pseudepigraphal writings.
“Pseudepigraphal (from the Greek words pseudes meaning "false" and epigraphe meaning "inscription" or "signature") refers to a writing that is falsely attributed to an author who did not actually write it.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Wikipedia. ] 

2 Peter 1:20-21—But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
iv. “We may puzzle our heads to discover how things that are not recorded in the OT were correctly handed down to later times.  They evidently were. Stephen refers to a number of them in Acts 7.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Lenski, 641.] 

v. Paul likewise did the same in the use of nonbiblical writings to make a spiritual point. 
Acts 17:23-28 (Mars Hill Sermon)—For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.
1 Corinthians 15:32-33 (Speaking of the Resurrection)—If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE. 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
Titus 1:10-12— For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. 12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
vi. “Though he was not the author of the book, Enoch’s message was passed down through oral tradition until it was finally recorded in what was called 1 Enoch.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  MacArthur, 188.] 

vii. Including it in the scriptures identifies it as true, and then those statements do become part of the canonized scriptures. 
viii. Elijah, not unlike Enoch earlier, was the second in scripture that the Lord took without experiencing death (approximately 2,165 years later).[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Biblehub, bibletimeline.] 

24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
Hebrews 11:5—By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.
2 Kings 2:11-12—As they [Elijah and Elisha] were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw Elijah no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
C. The Lord will come with many thousands of His angels (v14).
1. The point is the motivation behind God’s judgment as well as its inevitability.
2. Three things are specifically noted:
i. He will come.
Daniel 7:13-14—“I kept looking in the night visions,
And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days
And was presented before Him.
14 “And to Him was given dominion,
Glory and a kingdom,
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away;
And His kingdom is one
Which will not be destroyed.

Matthew 24:30-31—And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 31 And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
Luke 12:39-40 (Be in Readiness)—“But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40 You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.”
John 14:1-3—“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
2 Peter 3:10—But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
Acts 1:9-11 (The Ascension)—And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
Revelation 1:7—BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.
Peter had earlier identified the false claims the apostate teachers were saying that the Lord would not return (2 Peter 3:1ff).
ii. He will come with many thousands of His holy ones.
1. Many thousands (murias)—A myriad, group of ten thousand, a ten thousand. From murioi; a ten-thousand; by extension, a 'myriad' or indefinite number.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strong’s G3461] 

2. Holy ones (hagiais)—Set apart by (or for) God, holy, sacred. From hagos; sacred.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Strong’s G40] 

3. The context is likely to refer to Angels over Saints.
Matthew 24:31—And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
25:31—“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.
Mark 8:38—For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
2 Thessalonians 1:6-7—For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire.
4. Christ will come with His angels to judge.
Revelation 19:11-14—And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.
Zechariah 14:5—You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!
5. “The saints will have a judging role during the millennial kingdom (Rev 2:26-27; 3:21; Cf. Dan 7:22; 1 Cor 6:2), but angels will serve as God’s executioners when Christ returns (Matt 13:39-41, 49-50, 24:29-31; 25:31; 2 Thes 1:7-10).”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  MacArthur Commentary, 189.] 

Rev 2:26-27—He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father.
iii. He will render judgment on those who have earned it.
II. For the Purpose of Executing Righteous Judgment 
Jude 15—“to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
A. Jesus will judge those who violate the holiness of God.
B. Ungodly (asebés)—Ungodly, impious, irreverent.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Strong’s G765 (asebēs).] 

1. Ungodly people defy God's commands, diminish His holiness, undermine His righteousness, elevate themselves above His authority, and downplay the gravity of their own sin.
2. God will (and must) punish those who violate His Holy standards.
3. Those who break His laws suffer the consequences.  
i. The sinner bears the penalty—a finite sinner must bear the penalty for sin eternally because he can never fully satisfy the infinite demands of God's holiness and justice.
ii. Christ bears the penalty as our substitute—the infinite Son of God, in His substitutionary death, bore the sins of the penitent at a definite point in history, fully satisfying the demands of God's wrath and justice.
C. Convict (elegchó)—To convict, convince, to reprove, to expose, to refute, rebuke, to correct.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Strong’s G1651] 

1. Properly, to convince with solid, compelling evidence, especially to expose (prove wrong, convict).[footnoteRef:15] [15:  HELPS Word-studies] 

2. When the Light is revealed from heaven, their sin will be exposed.
John 8:12—Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”
3. People do not come to the light because they love their sin.
John 3:19-21—This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”
D. To convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.
(Cf. 2 Peter 2:5-6; 3:7)
1. This is a heart attitude toward God and His standards of holiness.
2. There is an irreverence for God and a reverence, love, and heart’s desire for the profane.  
3. They love the darkness!



III. Actions of the Ungodly 
Jude 16—These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.
Conclusion
The Modus Operandi (M.O.) of false teachers is to manipulate, deceive, and subvert the truth for their lies.  They have self-serving interests that subtly divert the naive away from the truth and lead people to a damnable outcome.  In so doing, they are storing up for themselves divine wrath and punishment in the Day of Judgment.

Romans 2:5—But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.

Benediction 
2 Timothy 4:18—The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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