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The Certainty of Judgment for the Ungodly, Pt. 2 
Jude 14-16
Jude 14-16—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.
Context & Summary
The focus of this section is not merely a reminder of the historical reality of God’s judgment against the ungodly, but also an exposure of their character. A person may manipulate words and appearances to create an impression of genuineness, kindness, and virtue. However, when the heart is corrupt, the truth will eventually expose what lies beneath the surface. Ultimately, they cannot help but reveal their true character.
The depth of their corruption goes far beyond describing them as unpleasant or difficult personalities. Jude is exposing something far more serious: the condition of their hearts. Their attitudes, actions, and conduct reveal whether they are governed by self or submitted to the Master. Their lives demonstrate a fundamental disregard for God's authority and a determination to pursue their own desires rather than walk in obedience to Him.
The Ungodly Cannot Hide From Judgment; 
Their Actions Expose Them 
I. Foretold from Long Ago
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jude 14—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones,
A. The things that have been foretold: 
1. He will come. 
2. He will come with many thousands of His holy ones.
3. He will render judgment on those who have earned it.



II. For the Purpose of Executing Righteous Judgment 
Jude 15—“to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
III. Actions of the Ungodly 
Jude 16—These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.
A. Grumblers (goggustés): (onomatopoeic) Grumbler, Complainer; murmurer[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s G1113] 

1. This is a consistent and ongoing attitude.
2. Their complaint is against God’s authority, rule, and providential hand at work.
3. Discontented hearts sadly live without joy.
4. There are many biblical examples of grumblers—especially during the exodus of Israel from Egypt and the wilderness wanderings.
Exodus 16:7-9—and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, for He hears your grumblings against the LORD; and what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8 Moses said, “This will happen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and bread to the full in the morning; for the LORD hears your grumblings which you grumble against Him. And what are we? Your grumblings are not against us but against the LORD.”
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for He has heard your grumblings.’” 

Numbers 14:27, 29—“How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me…29 your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.

Psalm 106:24-25—Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His word, 25 but grumbled in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of the LORD.

i. Fundamentally, what they grumbled against was “the truth, and they murmured against God’s holy law.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, 190.] 


ii. Paul helps frame their attitude. 
1 Corinthians 10:1-10—For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
Philippians 2:14—Do all things without grumbling or disputing.
5. Biblically, grumbling is far deeper than some level of dissatisfaction.  
a. “Whenever a man gets out of touch with God, he is likely to begin complaining about something.  To grumble and moan is one of the distinguishing marks of man without God.” - Michael Green[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Green, 178.] 

b. Jude is likely referring to both a complaint about God as well as those who were in leadership with the church. 
Exodus 16:8b—…And what are we? Your grumblings are not against us but against the LORD.”
c. The dissatisfaction is an expression of a discontented heart.
Matthew 15:18-19—But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
d. It does not believe that God, in His sovereignty and providential hand, has provided one with what one thinks they deserve.
e. It is a heart that is displeased with his lot in life, or unwilling to trust His wisdom and goodness.
f. Recognize that when you grumble, you are not unlike the Israelites of old.  Moreover, recognize the same displeasure the Lord has toward you.  
g. To be clear, there is a difference between honest confessions, prayers, including our burdens to God, and a grumbling attitude against His providence. 
i. The Psalms have many honest laments.
ii. Yet, in each of those instances, the Psalmist brings them in faith, not questioning His goodness nor resisting His authority.  
Psalm 13—How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me? 2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart all the day? How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 3 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; Enlighten my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 4 And my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” And my adversaries will rejoice when I am shaken. 5 But I have trusted in Your lovingkindness; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 6 I will sing to the LORD, because He has dealt bountifully with me.
6. This is more than expressing dissatisfaction. Biblically, it is often an expression of a heart that has become dissatisfied with God's providence, displeased with His dealings, or unwilling to trust His wisdom and goodness.
7. Application: If this is a reflection of you and your lifestyle, respond biblically.
i. Stop blaming others or your circumstances and genuinely ask the Lord to expose your true heart condition.  
ii. Ask whether your lack of satisfaction is really an indicator that you do not trust God’s perfect wisdom and ways in your life.
iii. Confess your sin—whatever is at the root: unbelief, pride, envy, greed, resentment, etc. 
iv. Believe and trust that we serve a sovereign God in all our circumstances—good and bad.
v. You cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).
vi. You cannot say you trust God’s providence and at the same time resent the circumstances that His providential hand has designed.  
B. Fault Finders (mempsimoiros)—complaining, fault-finding; blaming fate; discontented.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strong’s G3202] 

1. They are blame shifters. They perpetually look for ways to blame others.
2. Their motive is their own desires vs. submitting to the authority of God’s Word.
Romans 8:5-8—For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
2 Timothy 3:2-4—For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.
2 Peter 2:4-10—For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.
3. Oftentimes, these character traits go hand in hand. 
C. Lusts (epithumia)—Desire, lust, longing; passion.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Strong’s G1939] 

1. Their lustful desires expose the true nature of their heart.
2. “This NT phrase commonly described the unconverted.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, 190.] 

18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.” 
2 Peter 3:3—Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts.
Mark 4:19—but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
Luke 22:15—And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.”
John 8:44—You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
Romans 1:24—Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.
Romans 6:12—Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,
Et. Al.
D. Arrogant speech (huperogkos)—Arrogant, boastful, pompous; bulging over; (figuratively) insolent.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Strong’s G5246] 

KJV—…and their mouth speaketh great swelling words,
ESV—… they are loud-mouthed boasters, 
1. They use puffed-up words that seem spiritual and weighty. 
2. They use their words as a means of cutting others down so they can elevate themselves.
3. They are their own master and, as such, elevate themselves over the True Master.  
i. Being devoid of the Spirit leaves them only with fleshly responses (v19).
ii. The flesh acts in contrast to the Spirit.  
Galatians 5:17—For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
4. They often are confident and self-assured over a humility of regarding others as more important than themselves.  
Philippians 2:3-8—Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
5. Their haughtiness exposes their pride. 
2 Peter 2:18—For speaking out arrogant words of vanity, they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error.
Proverbs 16:18—Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.
James 3:5-6—So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.  See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
E. Flattery (thaumazó)—To marvel, to wonder, to be amazed; (by implication) to admire.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strong’s G2296] 

1. These false teachers tell people what they want to hear to benefit from their insincerity. 
2 Timothy 4:3-5—For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
2. Their objective is not to minister or help people understand and apply truth.  
3. They do not feed the sheep; they fleece the sheep (Matthew 7:15-20; 2 Peter 2:1-3; Ezekiel 34:2-10).
4. The word marvel (thaumazó) is used in both a positive sense as well as a negative sense in Scripture.
i. Positively: 
Matthew 8:10—Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.
Matthew 8:27—The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”
ii. Negatively:
Galatians 1:6—I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel.
1 John 3:13—Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.
iii. “The expression is sometimes used in the good sense, but here it means admiring a person, flattering him to his face with the object of wheedling something out of him.” 
– R.C.H. Lenski[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Lenski, 642.] 

F. Motive: gaining an advantage (ópheleia)—Benefit, Profit, Advantage.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Strong’s G5622] 

1. They use insincere words to gain influence and manipulate relationships.
2. Their message is focused on appeal and prestige rather than faithfulness. 
3. Their appetite is selfish ambition. 
Luke 16:15—And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.
Matthew 23:5-7—But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their garments. 6 They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men.
4. The words of false teachers and disingenuous “believers” will expose them as well as their behaviors/desires.  
5. Enoch’s prophecy of old will come to pass.  
Conclusion
The warning of Jude is clear.   Be watchful and wary of those who appear righteous but are motivated by ungodly principles.  Jude’s instruction is to help the Called Out Ones (ekklēsia) to recognize apostates not by their words, but by the character of their lives.  Time will expose them.  	

Matthew 7:15-23—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’

Benediction 
Romans 15:13—Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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