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Introduction

The epistle of James is named after its author.  Although there are a number of James in the NT, this is the half-brother of Jesus.  James had at first rejected Jesus as Messiah (John 7:5), but later believed (1 Cor. 15:7). He became the key leader in the Jerusalem church (cf. Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:12), being called one of the “pillars” of that church, along with Peter and John (Gal. 2:9). Also known as James the Just because of his devotion to righteousness, he was martyred c. 62 AD, according to the first century Jewish historian Josephus. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Study Bible ] 


James most likely wrote this epistle to believers scattered (James 1:1) as a result of the unrest recorded in Acts 12 and likely because of Stephen’s martyrdom (c. 44 AD). The epistle can be reliably dated c. 44–49 AD, making it the earliest written book of the NT canon.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 


He makes some 15 references to the recipients of the letter as “brothers” (James 1:2, 16, 19; 2:1, 5, 14; 3:1, 10, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 9, 10, 12, 19).  The content of the letter is Jewish in nature.  He makes many references and allusions to the OT and to Jesus’ teaching from the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7).


Passage on testing our faith 

Psalm 17:3—You have tried my heart; You have visited me by night; You have tested me and You find nothing; I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress.

Psalm 26:1-2—Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, And I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 2 Examine me, O LORD, and try me; Test my [c]mind and my heart.

Psalm 139:23-24—Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way.

Lamentations 3:40—Let us examine and probe our ways, And let us return to the LORD.

Ezekiel 18:28—Because he considered and turned away from all his transgressions which he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

Galatians 6:4—But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.

1 Corinthians 11:28—But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

2 Corinthians 13:5—Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?

Hebrews 4:1—Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.

Matthew 5-7—Sermon on the Mount

3 ways God provides for us during the testing of our faith
I. He provides the ability to endure
A. The Author
1. Half-brother of Jesus
Mark 6:3— “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him. 
2. Unbeliever
John 2:12—After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.
John 7:2-5—Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. “For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 
3. Believer 
Acts 1:13-14—When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 
1 Corinthians 15:7—…then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles…
4. Siblings (Jude)
Jude 1—Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James…
5. Pastor 
Acts 12:17—But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And he said, “Report these things to James and the brethren.” Then he left and went to another place. 
Acts 15:13—After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me. 
B. The recipients
James 1:1—James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings. 
Acts 8:1—Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
Acts 11:19—So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch…
C. The admonition
James 1:2—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials…
D. The outcome
James 1:3—…knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
Notice the connection between consider (v2) and knowing (v3).  
Knowing (Ginosko)—carries the idea of full understanding of something that is beyond the merely factual and that often comes from personal experience.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John MacArthur, Commentary on James, p. 25] 

E. The Perfect result
James 1:4—And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
II. He gives the needed wisdom
A. Wisdom literature—Proverbs
Proverbs 9:10—The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
Psalm 19:7—The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
B. Wisdom sermons 
Matthew 5-7—Sermon on the Mount
C. Wisdom requests
James 1:5—But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God…
D. Wisdom promises
James 1:5—But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
E. Wisdom conditions
James 1:6—But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.
III.  He ensures the results
A. The here and now
James 1:9-11—But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away. 
Matthew 6:19-20—Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal…
B. The everlasting
James 1:12—Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
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