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Introduction

The epistle of James is named after its author.  Although there are a number of James in the NT, this is the half-brother of Jesus.  James had at first rejected Jesus as Messiah (John 7:5), but later believed (1 Cor. 15:7). He became the key leader in the Jerusalem church (cf. Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:12), being called one of the “pillars” of that church, along with Peter and John (Gal. 2:9). Also known as James the Just because of his devotion to righteousness, he was martyred c. 62 AD, according to the first century Jewish historian Josephus. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Study Bible ] 


James most likely wrote this epistle to believers scattered (James 1:1) as a result of the unrest recorded in Acts 12 and likely because of Stephen’s martyrdom (c. 44 AD). The epistle can be reliably dated c. 44–49 AD, making it the earliest written book of the NT canon.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 


He makes some 15 references to the recipients of the letter as “brothers” (James 1:2, 16, 19; 2:1, 5, 14; 3:1, 10, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 9, 10, 12, 19).  The content of the letter is Jewish in nature.  He makes many references and allusions to the OT and to Jesus’ teaching from the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7).

3 ways that we have victory over temptation
I. The definition
A. Temptation vs. trial
James 1:2-4—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
James 1:12—Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
Approved—“passed the test”  
B. Temptation—our response
Temptation is an event or a response to an event brought on by self, or others, or by Satan, soliciting you to evil.
Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
James 1:13-14—Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
C. Temptation—affects us all
James 1:14—But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 
1 Corinthians 10:13-14—No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
II. The process
James 1:14-16—But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
James 4:1-3—What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
3 Step Progression of Sin					
1. Sin starts with desires or lusts
2. Sinful desires produce a sinful act (bears fruit) 
3. Sin results in death
III. The alternatives
A. God’s all-sufficient grace
2 Peter 1:2-4—Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
Psalm 16:11—You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 
B. God’s sufficient Word 
Psalm 19:7-11—The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.
10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;
In keeping them there is great reward.
C. God’s promised blessing
Ephesians 1:3—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ
Romans 8:28-29—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren
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